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THE PRESIDENT ABROAD 


|OTHING but good can come from the proposals made by the President 
of the RIBA to the Institute of Architects of Malaya at Singapore on 
March 23 (reported elsewhere is this issue). He spoke of the ‘utmost importance’ 
of unity in the profession and of the need to strengthen ties between Allied 
Societies and Headquarters. He spoke of the need for intensive education and 
of the latest moves to make overseas examinations suit local needs so that 
there may be * one hallmark of architectural qualification recognised throughout 
the Commonwealth.’ 


Doubtless there will be many difficulties before these worthwhile aims are 
attained. Each territory has its own peculiar problems, political, educational 
and architectural. Some of the most awkward problems are those referred to by 
Mr. H. L. Bloomfield, FRIBA, the retiring President of the Malayan Institute, 
connected with professional ethics, local registration to practise and measures 
to protect the public from exploitation by those not properly qualified. In 
these matters, the presence abroad of the President together with the Institute's 
Secretary, with his fund of knowledge built up over the years, will give courage 
and assistance on the spot to local overseas branches, in a manner not possible 
from Portland Place. 


It becomes increasingly clear that one of the major problems that need 
solution is whether separation can be brought about between full professional 
membership of the Institute on the one hand, and the licence to practise locally 
upon the other. The marriage of these two quite different needs was created 
here at home when there were few complications overseas, and most Colonial 
schools existed for the training of expatriates or others who, if they were going 
home to practise, would probably complete their training here. On the educa- 
tional side, the solution, as Mr. Kenneth Cross suggested at Singapore. may be 
found in a Final examination which could be taken anywhere in the world. 
resting on a curriculum broadly equivalent in standard everywhere, though 
varied in detail and emphasis to meet local requirements. To this agreed 
standard of qualification could then be added a further short period of study 
and test in purely local requirements to give the graduate a licence to practise 
in that particular territory. It must be obvious that the qualified architect who 
wishes to practise in a tropical bush area, for instance, needs a different finish to 
his training from one who will practise among the complex problems of the 
City of London. 


It is interesting and encouraging to reflect that these ideas for the reform of 
overseas examinations in architecture presently put forward by the President 
are not simply the inspiration of an individual (we say this with the greatest 
respect); they are the outcome of a growing recognition within the profession 
of the need to satisfy the requirements of outlying territories, to assist more 
directly in their deliberations and with their difficulties. We believe this move- 
ment to be in step with the great political ideals that created the British Com- 
monwealth, ideals which, despite petty denigration from the East and catcalls 
from nearer home, still remain bright stars in a dark world. 
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Notes of the Week 


Architects at Oxford 


HE programme of the British Archi- 
tects’ Conference at Oxford from 

July 10 to 13 (summarised on page 630) 
shows that this annual meeting should 
be both pleasant and profitable. The 
conference theme—The Finance, Design 
and Durability of Buildings—maintains 
the policy of recent conferences of pre- 
senting a_ practical problem for dis- 
cussion, and the speakers selected to 
present the papers are well qualified to 
discharge their primary task of gaining 
and holding the audience’s attention. We 


are glad to see that alternative sug- 
gestions for occupying the business 
sessions have been reduced to a 
minimum of one whole-day tour on 


Friday; it is really not fair to speakers 
to draw off members by sweet pabulum 


offered in the shape of tours of the 
Cotswolds: time enough for this on 
Saturday. 

Ww Ww Ww 


Conference ball and dinner, usually 
held on the Thursday and Friday even- 
ings respectively, have been switched to 





The Pirelli Skyscraper, Milan (see Note) 





allow of the ball being held at Blenheim 
on the Friday. As the cost of this has 
been included in the Conference fee, 
there should be a mighty attendance. It 
is a pity that the only College hall 
capable of holding the Conference dinner 
was not available, and the Town Hall 
will, architecturally at least, be a substi- 
tute venue only. But delegates will have 
their chance of seeing Collegiate Oxford 
on Friday afternoon, in a series of 12 
tours nicely balanced in interest and 
deliberately designed to keep parties 
small. All will be on foot, a pleasant 
change which will help to walk off any 
effects of the Conference dinner the night 
before. 

Details and entrance forms are now 
available from the RIBA. Early appli- 
cation is advised as the hotels in the 
centre of Oxford tend to get booked up 
quickly, though some of those outside 
the City have charms of their own. 
Professor Gio Ponti 

Two EVENTS in London this week 
helped to produce an insight into pro- 
gressive Italian architecture and design. 
Both occasions were centred around the 
person of Professor Gio Ponti, architect, 
author, industrial designer, 
interior decorator and 
teacher. He is editor of 
‘Domus’ and ‘Style,’ pro- 
fessor of Architecture at 
Milan Polytechnic, painter 
and furniture designer. The 
main object of the pro- 
fessor’s visit to this country 
was to attend the opening 
of a one-man show put on 
at Liberty’s in Regent- 
street and opened by the 
Italian Ambassador, Count 
Vittorio Zoppi. The second 
event was an informal re- 
ception at the Park Lane 


Hotel, arranged in_ his 
honour by the Cement and 
Concrete Association. At 
this reception the  Pro- 
fessor gave a_ short illus- 
trated talk on his Pirelli 


skyscraper now being built 
in Milan. He spoke first in 
French, lapsing into Italian, 
and finally completed in 
rather better English than 
anyone’ thought possible 
after his halting start. 

The Pirelli building was 
described as cigar-shaped 
on plan. It will have 32 
storeys plus three under- 
ground, and it is now being 
erected at a rate of one 
storey every 15 days. The 
structural form is resolved 
into two vertical box RC 
structures at each end, with 
four large piers in pairs 
some 40 ft. to either side 
of the centre line, which 
taper and divide as they go 


upwards. For functional 
reasons it was found 
necessary to add a _ ninth 


structural element, the lift 
shaft. Infilling on the long 
sides is glass. The engineers 
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are P. L. Nervi and A. Danusso. 

It is interesting to hear that the Pro- 
fessor is now directing a team of archi- 
tects on a project for housing 50,000 
people in tall blocks in a district of 
Milan. It is Known as * High Milan,’ 


PRIBA in Malaya 


Accounts from our Malayan corres- 
pondent indicate that the dinner held in 
Singapore on March 23 by the Institute 
of Architects of Malaya was a great 
success. Guest of honour, of course, 
was the PRIBA, Mr. Cross who, with 
the Secretary RIBA, had reached the first 
stage of his Commonwealth tour. Com- 
ment on the important statement made 
by Mr. Cross is to be found in a leading 
article: the statement itself, and a report 
of the speech of the retiring local Presj- 
dent, Mr. Bloomfield, are on another 
page. 

* w * 

Mr. BLOOMFIELD’sS speech must have 
given great satisfaction locally by its 
forthright defence of the skilled and 
trained architect and by its insistence on 
the fact that an architect, as a trustee 
of public advancement, must display 
integrity as well as skill. | He warned 
against the danger of fee-cutting which, 
in the absence of a strong and well- 


supported professional —_ organisation, 
might well arise a situation which 
would affect adversely those young 


Malayan architects who received their 
training out of their own country. Mr. 
Bloomfield ended his — statesmanlike 
speech by saying: * Here in Malaya is a 
people approaching nationhood, expand- 
ing its industry, requiring houses, schools, 
hospitals, factories, etc., on an unprece- 
dented scale; its leaders have already 
shown that they are fully conscious that 
fine buildings make fine cities, and fine 
cities go a long way towards breeding 
fine citizens.’ 

Ay 


* ke 


Ww 


A 


a 


Mr. Cross, according to our corres- 
pondent, was vastly impressed with the 
development visible in Singapore, which 
he described as ‘a happy hunting ground 
for anyone engaged in the building trade.’ 
He praised the manner in which exten- 
sive use of light and shade and colour 
is made in the local buildings. The 
President criticised the lack of project- 
ing eaves and frames round windows 
which would protect the walls from the 
unsightly effects of weather and also keep 
the sun out. 

74 ke ns 

REPORTS WHICH REACH US from Perth, 
the Western Australian capital, and from 
Adelaide indicate that Mr. Cross has also 
outlined in Australia his plan for ensur- 
ing equal standards and __ reciprocal 
qualifications for architects throughout 
the British Commonwealth. 


Improving Technical Literature 


MANUFACTURERS Who issue to archi- 
tects and constructors literature descrip- 
tive of their materials, plant and 
equipment seldom justify themselves - 
or their products. Much of it is of little 
use to the architect either because it does 
not give the technical information 
required, or because its standards of 
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presentation and printing fall short of 
quality. Even when literature is well 
produced, it is sometimes of a shape and 
size which makes filing difficult. 

The RIBA -_ the Building Centre 

serve congratulation on sponsoring a 
crnpetition which could do much to 
pring home to manufacturers what archi- 
tects and technicians really look for in 
the technical literature with which they 
are so liberally inundated. Details of the 
competition, given more fully on another 
page, show that literature submitted must 
conform to the British Standard pro- 
duced in 1955 in regard to sizes. The 
jury is entirely architectural and has 
been nominated by the President of the 
RIBA, and the decisions should be most 
informative. Entrants will find helpful 
advice not only in a booklet issued by 
the Building Centre but also in an article 
contributed to The Builder of January 9 
last by Eric Bird, MBE, ARIBA. 


Dy. Lodge Retires 

AN ANNOUNCEMENT made this week of 
the retirement of Dr. T. A. Lodge marks 
the end of an era so far as the firm of 
Lanchester and Lodge is concerned. Dr. 
Lodge, who was 69 on Tuesday, joined 
the late H. V. Lanchester as partner in 
1922 after a successful war career, first 
in the Inns of Court regiment and then 
as Adjutant to the 2nd Field Survey 
Battalion RE, where he was mentioned 
in despatches and awarded the OBE. 
While a partner of Dr. Lanchester the 
firm won six competitions, and it is of 
interest that while E. A. Rickards was in 
parinership before the 1914-18 war, the 
firm also won six competitions. 

One of Dr. Lodge’s more prized dis- 
tinctions is the hon. LittD from the 
University of Leeds in 1951 for work 
carried out there by the firm since 1926 
and still being carried on by his partners. 
His friends will wish him many happy 
years of retirement in his 17th-century 
house at Esher where, with Mrs. Lodge, 
he will devote himself to his garden. 
Textiles and Wallpapers 

AT THE Building Centre, until April 26, 
is an exhibition of new cotton furnish- 
ings and wallpapers which should interest 
architects, writes Basil Marriott. This is 
a re-staging of a show at the Cotton 
Board’s Colour, Style and Design Centre 
in Manchester last December. 

With acknowledgements to the time- 
lag tag about  thought-transference 
between the two cities and (less sceptic- 
ally) to the pioneering work of that 
prototype Design Centre, the designs seen 
in London seemed to run true to a form 
familiar here. Indeed, there wasn’t a 
downright bad ‘un in the whole swatch. 
But if a little of the adventure has gone 
out of this business of good design, it is 
alter all a tribute to such bodies as the 
organisers of this exhibition—or else a 
wry comment on the brittleness of the 
Sales resistance once so vehemently 
quoted by the industries they represent in 
defence of dowdiness. : 

Press hand-outs are perhaps hardly fair 
game, but this one in fact seemed a little 
obsessed with the Wonder of it All, that 
real artists should produce not only 
Sood but saleable designs. The fact is 


surely that surface design of this type is, 
if anything, a mite too easy, and one 
would have liked to see rather more 
exploitation of textural and two-dimen- 
sional possibilities. 

The designs are offered for hotels, 
schools and other public buildings, which 
is apparently felt to call for somewhat 
overscaled pattern of a ‘ weight’ neither 
paper nor cotton can carry very comfort- 
ably; and when the dire arts of ‘ textile 
draping’ fold some of these in such a 
way that even a single repeat cannot be 
judged as a whole, one could wish for a 
simpler mounting. But the show is a 
useful pointer. 

MoE Principal Architect 

AN ATTRACTIVE POST, Open to women 
(though at present at a lower salary) as 
well as men, is advertised by the Ministry 
of Education. It is to take charge, under 
the Chief Architect, of the 15 architects 
and six quantity surveyors who form the 
Development group of the architects and 
buildings branch of the Ministry, and so 
cover the field of design, building and 
equipping of educational buildings in the 
light of current educational methods and 
technical and economic conditions. Pen- 
sionable, the post carries for men a salary 
of £2,000-£2,300. Says the advertisement 
(elsewhere in this issue): “Women’s pay 
at present somewhat lower but being 
raised to reach equality with men’s pay 
by 1961.’ 


Junior Organisations’ Discussion 


A Group from the RIBA is meeting 
with members of the RICS Junior 
Organisation and the Institute of Builders’ 
Licentiate Discussion Club for a dis- 
cussion on mutual problems. This 
discussion will be led by two members 
from each organisation and the purpose 
is the most excellent one of establishing 
liaison between younger members and to 
encourage joint meetings. 

Plans for this meeting—to be held on 
Thursday next, April 11, at 48, Bedford- 
square, WC, at 6.30 p.m., when the 
Builders will act as hosts — have been 
made by an informal committee set up 
by the Joint Advisory Committee on 
Training in the Building Industry, with 
representatives from the RIBA, RICS and 
Institute of Builders. Each organisation 
will act as hosts in turn at meetings to be 
held as subjects of mutual interest arise. 
Such meetings can serve a most useful 
purpose, and we shall expect Thursday’s 
affair to get off to a flying start. 


Sarrasin’s Needle, Lausanne 


“L°AIGUILLE SARRASIN’ is __ being 
planned as a feature of the Swiss 


National Exhibition of 1964 at Lausanne 


by the Swiss engineer, Professor A. 
Sarrasin. The main column, of rein- 


forced concrete and glass, will rest on a 
base of 15 storeys, and will carry a series 
of restaurants, exhibition halls and obser- 
vation platforms 400 metres from the 
ground. Above these floors (the largest 
of which would be of 55. metres 
diameter) will rise a terminal fléche, the 
tip of which will be 550 metres above 
ground level. In spite of this height 
(which will make it the tallest structure 
in the world) the base of the building 


621 


| 
Hi 








hx teiniem ene 






L’aiguille Sarrasin, Lausanne 


will not exceed 40 metres in diameter. 
The cost is estimated at 20m. Swiss 
francs (about £1,650,000) but it is thought 
that much of this will be recovered from 
visitors; the last Swiss National 
Exhibition at Zurich drew 10,500,000 
people. The total weight of the * needle’ 
is estimated at 50,000 metric tons. Lifts 
capable of carrying upward of 1,000 per- 
sons per hour would be installed, on a 
counterbalancing basis. The site will be 
on the lakeside. A special problem con- 
nected with the disposal of rainwater 
striking the tower will be solved by a 
number of special conduits. 
Cost Research and Planning 

THE ‘ OPEN WEEK’ of the LCC Brixton 
School of Building, to be held from 
April 8-12 will have as one of its special 
features an exhibition on the subject of 
Cost Research and Cost Planning relating 
primarily to the development of local 
authority housing schemes. The exhibition 
has been prepared by the Cost Research 
Panel of the RICS, under Mr. Cyril 
Sweett, and is based on work now being 
undertaken on the comparative costs of 
multi-storeyed flats and __ traditional 
houses. The Sheffield City Architect, Mr. 
J. Lewis Womersley, FRIBA, has col- 
laborated in this comparison. Afterwards 
the exhibition will be shown at the 
Chartered Surveyors’ Conference at 
Nottingham from July 16-20. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Costs of Appeal to Lands Tribunal 
To the Editor of The Builder 

<IR,—Your legal correspondent’s in- 

teresting article on the costs of 
appeal to the Lands Tribunal in your 
issue of March 15 reminds me of a point 
in connection with making an objection 
to compulsory acquisition about which 
your readers might be glad to know. This 
is that even in the case of an objection 
being successful the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government can decline to 
allow reimbursement of the cost of mak- 
ing the objection. 

My firm recently objected successfully, 
with the aid of solicitors, surveyors, and 
so on, to the compulsory acquisition of 
part of its premises. The Minister de- 
clined to allow us our costs, which were 
around £50, but might easily have been 
£500 or £5,000, and we were advised that 
there was nothing we could do about it. 

The local authorities’ Planners’ 
Charter, one might say. 

J. M. JENNINGS, 
James Hartnoll Estates, Ltd. 


150, Gray’s Inn-road, London, WC1. 


Carlisle Civic Centre Scheme 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—In ‘Notes of the Week’ in your 
issue Of March 22 under the head- 
ing of ‘No Disclosure at Carlisle’ you 
quote me as having written to you that 
‘All competitors who submitted entries 
have been notified to this effect and the 
six finalists have all given an assurance 
that they will make no disclosure of their 
selection.. You end up by saying * No 
doubt the Corporation have their reasons 
for this, but it would be interesting to 
know what they are.” 

The explanation which you presumably 
seek is really contained in my letter to 
you of March 18 which you have only 
partially quoted. If you will be so kind 
as to refer to my letter you will see that 
it says ‘At the request of the Assessor 





el 
pean 


AcANtHus — 
‘Wonderful things these new 


garages for getting traffic off 
the roads !° 


having regard to his duties in regard to 
the final selection the names of the six 
are not to be disclosed until the final 
choice has been made.’ It is obviously 
desirable that in a competition of this 
kind designs should be identified merely 
by a number until such time as the final 
award is made. 

No doubt you will publish the terms 
of this letter so as to remove from the 
minds of any of your readers the idea 
that the Corporation are unnecessarily 
withholding information which is of 
general interest. 

H. D. A. RosBerrson, 
Town Clerk, City and County 
Borough of Carlisle. 

Carlisle. 

_ #+We express our regret to Mr. Robertson 
for misunderstanding his previous letter. It is 
now clear that secrecy as to authorship of the 
sx designs selected from the preliminary round 
of this two-stage competition to enter the final 
stage is being maintained to preserve that 
anonymity which is usually reserved for the 
one-stage competition, and as an aid to the 
Assessor. This is the first two-stage competition 
which we can recall as having maintained this 
anonymity throughout both stages, and we 
congratulate the Corporation and the Assessor, 
Professor W. B. Edwards, on a consistent line 
of action.—EpiTor. 


* Pseudo-Builders’ Defended 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR, Referring to a speech by Mr. J. 

Rigden, President of the Canterbury 
and District Association of Building 
Trades Employers, reported in your issue 
of March 29, his remarks concerning 
‘pseudo-builders’ also cover a_ good 
many of his fellow builders. From my 
recent experience of dealing with a build- 
ing firm of reputation, I should say that, 
in the case of a house, the small man and 
the ‘do-it-yourself brigade’ will do a 
much better job at lower cost than some 
of their bigger brethren. 

I have recently purchased a new house 
in Surrey and would be pleased to allow 
any accredited person to check my remarks 
which follow. Here are a few defects so far 
visible. 

1. Shoddy kitchen fitments. (These I have 
managed to get changed after contacting the 
managing director.) 

2. Woodwork is disgusting. No joint has 
been correctly cut, the use of mitre being 
apparently unheard of. The banister rail 
is nailed to newel posts instead of being 
socketed: nai] heads and hammer marks are 
visible. 

3. Roof leaked and soaked top land- 
ing for six weeks before a real craftsman 
from a London firm put it right. 

4. Thermoplastic tiling to kitchen and 
lobby floors has broken owing to screed be- 
ing unevenly laid. 

5. Roof was left unfinished until attention 
was drawn to it by birds building a nest in 
the openings left. 

6. Quarry tiles in front porch are below 
level of brick edge. Rain causes a puddle 
to form on doorstep. Builder’s representa- 
tive says this is due to shrinkage, but 
strangely enough these tiles only shrink in 
one direction, downwards. 

7. Upstairs windows can only be partially 
opened, as they hit the fascia board. - 

8. As a fire precaution, the use of asbes- 
tos in a built-in garage would be useless 
owing to the fact that gaps 1 in. wide be- 
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tween the concrete and edge of asheg 
afford easy access by flames to the wood fe 
and bitumen above. 
9. Concrete drive crumbling after bein 
laid for all of three months, and one bric 





pier at entrance has fallen down fo; 
second time. 

10. The crowning point was a Tecen 
demand for an additional £40 to cover rie 
in wages to labour on February 6, 1956, a 
April 16, 1956. On those dates I did 5, 
know that the site or the firm existed 
did not sign a contract until the beginniy 
of July, 1956. , 

Far from giving vent to remarks again 
the small man, the jobbing builder OF an 
one else, builders in general would be heli 
in higher esteem if, instead of getting round 
shouldered patting themselves on the hae 
at association meetings, they 
effort to give decent service. 

1 would add that the house | bought y 
supposed to be built under the auspices oj 
the National Housebuilders’ Registrati 
Council, who, I understand, inspect the wo 
and issue certificates. But no one from th 
important-sounding body has been aroun 

Despite the fact that the builders’ rep 
sentative calls these defects * petty” I 4 
still fighting to get things correctly done 
trust that if you print this it may help othe 
in the building trade to avoid similar ‘ gaffs 


made mor 


k 


to those buying homes. 
S. Crux. 
Surrey. 


Bath Overflow Pipes 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR, The usual method of fixing a 

overflow pipe from a bath, is eithe 
to take the pipe straight through the 
outside wall, or to take it into the waste 
pipe. Both methods, in my submission 
are wrong; in the first case the result is 
a strong draught blowing through the 
pipe, which in_ winter must be an 
important cause of frozen pipes in the 
bathroom. The second method is equal 
bad, in that foul air is introduced into the 
room, a source which is not easy to find 
unless one has come across it before 
However, there is a remedy. I know ol 
two manufacturers who make traps whic! 
accommodate the bath overflow pipe in 
the right place, i.e., at the sealed side o! 
the trap, thus eliminating both smell and 
draught. 

My reason for writing this letter is to 
bring this point into the light, as even the 
manufacturers of these special traps do 
not push the sale of them on the grounds 
mentioned. 

A paragraph dealing with this would 
be useful in the Model Building By-laws 
J. Puiie Evtiorr, [LIOB, ARSanl}. 

4, Buxton-close, East Runton. 


Jobs and Faces 
To the Editor of The Builder 


‘ ‘IR,—A recent situation vacant for an 


architect required applicants 10 
send recent photographs and _ slale 
hobbies. At the risk of being facetious 


it will be interesting eventually to know 

whether the photographic requirements 

were for a Marilyn Monroe or a hairless 

Yul Brynner. T. FISHER. 
Northleigh, Oxon. 


THE BUILDE 


H 
D 


O1 


——* 


IS 1957 THE BUILDER April 5 1957 


f Asbestos 
Wood, fe 


Fter bein 
One brie} 
wn for 





a Tecen 
OVer fj 


1956, an ; 

I did HOSPITAL, 
Xisted, 

beginnin, 


Safa DOHA, QATAR 


T OF any 
1 be he 
ng r d- . 1 . 
the bad On the Persian Gulf 
de mor 


ught w 








Spices of 
istrati : 
the Architect : 
from th ; 

pret JOHN R. HARRIS, ARIBA, AADip(Hons) 

aTOund 
Ss” repre 
vy Ta Architect in Charge : 
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= | IS HIGHNESS Sheikh Ali Bin Abdullah Bin Jasim Al-Thani, KBE, ruler of Qatar, gave instructions 
“gs for the building of a new state hospital in the year 1371 (or 1952). The independent state of Qatar covers 
be an an area of only 4,000 sq. miles, and forms a peninsula on the Arabian side of the Persian Gulf. Doha, the 
te capital city, is on the eastern side of the peninsula. The design of the hospital was the subject of an international 
equally open competition, run under the rules laid down by the RIBA who appointed as assessor Alexander S. Grey, 
nto the FRIBA. Out of 335 entries, 74 designs were finally submitted and adjudication took place in September, 1953. 
to find The site as planned in the winning design also contains I senior houses, four self-contained flats, 12 sisters 
before flats and 56 nurses’ quarters, in addition to residential dining blocks and servants’ quarters. The hospital ts 
wr 01 the first large-framed building to be erected in Qatar. Concrete blockwork was used to case the steelwork. 
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Main entrance from the south 
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AXONOMETRIC DETAILS OF THE WARDS 







The kitchen walkway and basement area 





Northern end of the medical ward unit 






the kitchens and Sanitary apartments. 
The walls have been designed with an insulation 

value of U — 0,22. and the roofs to U 0.08. 
Those roofs not being used by patients or staff have a 
low-pitch sheeted roof constructed over the structural 
Slab which is also insulated. Rainwater from the ) 
roofs is carried over the canopies in teak copper- 
lined chutes to discharge on to the ground. Full 
air-conditioning is applied for Certain times of the 
year and at those times the steel windows are locked. 
The external walls have been designed with vertical 
concrete fins and canopies with teak and pine sub- 
Sidiary sunbreakers. Light to the medical and } 
surgical single-bed wards is controlled by aluminium 
sunbreakers, the Pitch of which can be altered 
from within the building. The services installation | 
was designed by Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd. 
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Proposed design for the mosque 


Hospital, Doha, Oatar 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 
Reinforced concrete, roofs and floors, Costain Concrete Co., Ltd.: 
steelwork, Dorman Long and Co., Ltd., T. W. Palmer and Co., Ltd. ; 


concrete blockwork, National Coal Board; roof insulation, The 
Pyrene Co., Ltd. ; expansion joints, Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd., 
Morfax, Ltd., Expandite, Ltd. ; metal windows (windows), Crittall 


Manufacturing Co., Ltd., (glass) Pilkington Bros., Ltd., (blinds) J. 
Avery and Sons, Ltd.: sunbreakers, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. : 
timber joinery and door frames, Builders Supply Co. (Hayes), Ltd. ; 
Fast and Son, Ltd. 


Doors, Bruynzeel Deurenfabrieck N.V. Zaandam, Jayanbee Joinery, 

Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Doulton Sanitary Potteries, Ltd. ; suspended 

ceilings, Holoplast, Ltd., Bowaters Sales Co., Ltd. ; w.c. and shower 

partitions, Holoplast, Ltd. ; door furniture, Comyn Ching and Co., 

* Ltd., James Gibbons and Co., Ltd.; aluminium glazed screens, Fredk. 

Braby and Co., Ltd. : sterilisers and cooking equipment, James Slater 

and Co. (Engineers), Ltd. ; aluminium extract hoods, William Kenyon: 

aluminium loggia frames, Fredk. Braby and Co., Ltd. ; staircases, 

Wainwright and Waring, Ltd. ; air conditioning, J. and E. Hall, Ltd., 

| Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd., Film Cooling Towers, Ltd., Tempera- 
ture, Ltd. 


X-ray and deep therapy protection, J. Wardley and Sons, Ltd., Chance 
and Hunt; theatre lights, Technical Lights and Equipment, Ltd. ; 
lifts, Weygood-Otis, Ltd.; laundry equipment, Manlove, Alliott and 
Co., Ltd., R. G. Whitaker, Ltd. ; medical cases and suction, British 


Oxygen Gases, Ltd. ; floor finishes, The Contracting and Trading 
Co., Langley London, Ltd., Prodorite, Ltd., The Acme Flooring and 
Paving Co. (1904), Ltd. ; wall tiling, Richards Tiles, Ltd., Langley, 
London, Ltd., Carter and Co., Ltd., The Leeds Fireclay Co., Ltd., 
Comptoir Tuilier De Courtrai ; the boilers, John Thompson (Wolver- 
hampton), Ltd. ; the incinerator, The Incinerator Co., Ltd. :  elec- 
trical materials, The General Electric Co., Ltd. : fire fighting 
equipment, Merryweather and Sons, Ltd. ; paint, Lewis Berger 


(Great Britain), Ltd. ; flagpoles, J. W. Gray & Son, Ltd. 





Air-conditioning plant room 


A hospital kitchen 





The main operating-theatre control panel. 
The lettering is in both English and Arabic 
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ARCHITECTS OF 
MALAYA 
PRIBA Addresses Singapore 
Meeting on * Basic’ 
Examinations 


VER. KENNETH M. B. CROSS, MA, 
PRIBA, was guest of honour at the 
annual dinner of the Institute of Archi- 
tects of Malaya, held at the Singapore 
Swimming Club on March 23. The out- 
going President of the IAM. Mr. H. L. 
Bloomfield, FRIBA, was in the chair, 
and about 340 members and guests were 
present. 

In his speech, Mr. Cross spoke on 
three main subjects—unity in the pro- 


fession, development and expansion 
Overseas, and education. As_ regarded 
unity, all architects within the RIBA 


must stick together, all 23,000 of them, 
lest in time of crisis the profession should 
tend to speak in an uncertain voice. 
Describing himself and Mr. Spragg as 
ambassadors of good will bringing a like 
message from the RIBA Council in 
London, Mr. Cross said that he and 
many others felt it was of the utmost 
importance that existing ties between the 


RIBA and allied societies should be 
strengthened. 


As to development and expansion, Mr. 
Cross suggested that one hallmark of 
architectural qualification, recognised 
throughout the British Commonwealth, 
shou!d be drawn up. * This basic examina- 
tion should be capable of being taken 
anywhere, and be supplemented with an 
additional examination relating to the 
locality in which an architect wants to 
work,’ said Mr. Cross. ‘ For example, if 
a student from West Africa wants to 
practise in London, he would take his 
basic examination in West Africa, and 
then go to London for the additional 
test covering local practice and require- 
ments. 

‘Time will be needed to bring the 
scheme to fruition, I know,’ added Mr. 
Cross, “and you may think the sugges- 
tion is vague and nebulous. If you do. 
please reconsider your verdict.’ 


Commonwealth Conferences 


Mr. Cross continued by saying that it 
would be ‘highly desirable’ for overseas 
allied societies to hold periodical con- 
ferences—perhaps every three years—in 


different cities on a rotation basis ‘in 
order to knit themselves together 
exchange views and determine broad 


lines of policy. Unless this is done, there 
may be a danger that overseas societies 
will split up and tend to seek affiliates 
outside the Commonwealth,’ he said. 

On the question of education, Mr. 
Cross said that intensive education both 
at home and abroad was ‘absolutely 
vital,” and concluded: ‘ After a long and 
chequered career, we at the Institute look 
forward to the future, however unpredict- 
able it may be, with confidence.’ 

The toast of the RIBA and its President 
was proposed by the retiring President, MR. 
H. L. BLoomFieLpD, FRIBA,. who said: 

“One cannot go into any part of the 
Commonwealth, into any Dominion or 
Crown Colony without finding an organisa- 


tion of architects which is linked to the 
Royal Institute. Allied societies exist in 
Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, 


India, here in Singapore and the Federa- | 


tion, and before long recently formed socie- 
ties in Hong Kong and the West Indies will 
be seeking alliance. At least one-fifth of 
the corporate members of the RIBA now 
live and work overseas, and if we add to 


that number the non-corporate members, 
who have a less direct but still real link 
through their membership of their local 


allied society, it is quite probable that the 
grand total overseas falls little below the 
total membership figure in the UK. 

*The RIBA had its birth because reput- 
able architects of the 19th century were in- 
spired by two great objectives—first, 
setting-up of a high standard of integrity 
and moral conduct for the profession and 
second, to promote and facilitate the re- 
quirements of the knowledge of the various 
arts and sciences pertaining to architecture, 
and it is extremely noteworthy that the high 
standards laid down and demanded from 
every architect associated with the RIBA 
have been adopted by architectural associa- 
tions and societies in almost every part of 
the world. 

“It is the first of those two objectives 
upon which I wish to lay special stress this 
evening. Times change, but principles en- 
dure, and in these present times of keen and 
cut-throat competition in every walk of life 
a high standard of morality is called for, 
possibly much more so than it was in the 
19th century. The unscrupulous are. still 
with us—not averse to cutting their fees 
and giving a short measure of service as a 
result. The just and sole reward for an 
architect’s services is laid down by 
Government ordinance and, therefore, any 
question of bargaining should never arise 
any more than it does when buying a bottle 
of whisky or a packet of cigarettes. 

‘There are. | am sorry to say, people 
important people—who would invite us to 
quit our professional status, and step boldly 
out into the commercial world and bargain 


our services on the street corner. I say to 
such people-—*Such a retrograde step is 
entirely unthinkable, for it most certainly 


would open the door to infamous practices 
by a minority group outside the jurisdic- 
tion of the Institutes: a group who would 
not hesitate to more than recoup the losses 
on their cut-throat fees by indulging in un- 
ethical conduct and collusion.” I also feel 
sure that no one, least of all our Govern- 
ment, will wish to see our young Singa- 
poreans and Malayans, after having spent 
years of hard and expensive training 
abroad, returning with their valuable ex- 
perience to their homeland only to find that 
they are forced to haggle and bargain to 
secure work at cut-throat fees, 

‘1 confidently predict that if the Statutory 
Scale of Fees now in force is ever abolished. 
then these men—the future architects 
Singapore and Malaya will need—will not 
hesitate to seek and find other pastures 
where their professional knowledge will 
earn for them its just and Jawful recom- 
pense.’ 

The toast of the Guests was proposed by 
Mr. G. E. Maanay, President-elect of the 
IAM, and a reply was made by PROFESSOR 
A. OPPENHEIM, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Malaya. 


the | 
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Cornwall-st, 


| 
Architect : } 
T. M. ASHFORD, FRIBA, AADip, 


Assistant in Charge : 
D. J. BAILEY 


RECTANGULAR site having a 
L frontage of 77 ft. and a depth 
of 92 ft. situated in close proximity 
to the owner’s existing — service 
garage was acquired, and by agree. | 
ment with the adjacent property 
holders the ground for a ramp con- 
nection between the two sites was 
obtained in exchange for a 5 ft. strip 
on the ground floor only; the upper 
floors formed as a cantilever over 


this section. } 


The construction generally consists 
of a reinforced concrete box frame, 
the main load-bearing walls running 
across the site and forming. the 
divisions to the ‘six car’ parking 
bays and side walls to lifts on all 
floors. At ground floor these walls 
are 9 in. in thickness and shorter than 
those above, to give more space for 
manoeuvrability of cars in and out 
of lifts; the first-floor centre beams 
being carried on cantilevers from 
these walls. 

The external side walls are 6 in. in 
thickness and have no foundation 
which obviated underpinning to 
adjacent property; in fact they area 
series of deep beams spanning be- 
tween internal walls. At roof level 
concrete beams at approximately 
10 ft. centres tie in the tops of the 
main walls and receive Briggs alu- 
minium Bitumetal roofing fixed to 
timber wall plates and fillets cast in 
the beam tops. The whole of the 
rainwater is collected in a sump over 
the rear staircase and_ discharges 
into One 9-in. rainwater pipe. 


A car being reversed on the ground floor onto 
the lift, made by W. Wadsworth & Sons, Ltd. 
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I Quantity Surveyor : 
AADip, MAXWELL HARRISON, FRICS, FlArb. 
| Builders : 
GEORGE WIMPEY & Co., Ltd. 
ng a The front elevation is clad with 
epth Kynalok aluminium sheeting 
mity surrounded by a hardwood frame in 
Vice Keruing and finished at the bottom, 
tree. | at first-floor level, with a secret 
erty gutter of Keruing lined with Nuralite, 
con- which is drained back through the 
Was wall to an internal 3 in. rainwater 
strip pipe. Allwalls apart from that imme- 
per diately below the cladding on the 
over front elevation are left as * off the 
; shutter.’ 
= Communication for parking is 
SIS ° P 
. carried out by a combined system 
~. of Lamson pneumatic — tubing, 
iu . . 
the coloured lights and internal tele- 
- phones. The average time from a 
ru z 2 
a customer requesting his car and it 
all | being delivered to him at ground 
ve floor is two minutes. Patents have 
. been applied for the system, which 
( . iS 
en works out at £200 per car space. 
IMS, 
om Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 
Reinforcement and steel design, Twisteel Re- 
: inforcement, Ltd.; lifts, W. Wadsworth and Sons, 
in Ltd.: roofing, Wm. Briggs and Sons; cladding, 
‘01 ICI Kynalok Aluminium fixed by: Rudders and 
on } Paynes, Ltd.; plumbing, A. Peers and Co., Ltd.; 
to fire equipment, J. and J. Hall, Ltd.; balustrades, 
7 A. J. Binns; pneumatic tubing, Lamson Engineer- 
Sy ing Co., Ltd.; special joinery, showcases, cashier's 
Ne- office, progress board, James Smith (Builders), 
vel Ltd.; electrical, Reynolds and Bradwell; collaps- 
sy ible gates, Roller Shutters, Ltd.; sliding door 
lV gear, P. C. Henderson; neon sign, Neon Excelda. ; 
he Cornwall-street elevation 
u- j 
10 
in 
he 
er > > 
eS 
) each bay 
_ holds Parking | trolleys 
Ltd. lift six cors 
oreos for 
' _ 
trolley runway area 
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BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ 
CONFERENCE 
Meeting at Oxford 


"THE British Architects’ Conference, 

1957, will be held at Oxford from 
July 10-13 next, when the hosts will be 
the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural 
Association. 

HEADQUARTERS will be at 
College. 

CONFERENCE FEE will be 35s., which 
also covers cost of ball arranged for Friday, 
July 12, at Blenheim Palace, by permission 
of the Duke of Marlborough. 

PROGRAMME: An informal reception 
in St. John’s College, at which members 
will be guests of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
AA, will be held on Wednesday evening, 
July 10 (9 p.m. to 11 p.m.). 

On Thursday morning at the Playhouse 
Theatre, Beaumont-street (9.45 a.m.), there 
will be an address of welcome by Mr. 
T. S. RR. Boase, Pro Vice-Chancellor, 
followed by the inaugural address by Mr. 
Kenneth Cross, MA, president. Papers on 
the general theme of ‘The Finance, Design 
and Durability of Buildings’ will be pre- 
sented by Mr. Thomas Mitchell, MBE, 
ARIBA (‘Outline of the Problem’), Mr. 
J. Lewis Womersley, FRIBA (* Structures ’), 
Mr. A. W. Cleeve Barr, ARIBA (‘ Services ’), 
and Mr. J. C. Eastwick-Field, BA, ARIBA 
(* Finishes °). 

In the afternoon the garden party 
be held at Trinity College (3 p.m.). 

In the evening (7.15 p.m. for 7.45 p.m.) 
the conference dinner will be held at the 
Town Hall. 

Friday morning: Continuance of discus- 
sion on papers on ‘Finance, Design and 
Durability of Buildings’ (10 a.m.). 

Alternatively, in the morning there 
begins a whole-day tour (No. 1) of the 
Cotswolds, taking in Witney, Burford, Stow- 
on-the-Wold, Chipping Campden, Broadway 
and Bourton-on-the-Water. (Leaves St. 
John’s College at 10 a.m.) 

In the afternoon there is a choice of 12 
tours of Oxford and environs as follows: 
No. 2—Introduction to Oxford (guides: 
H. C. D. Cooper, W. J. Jobsoa, E. Lassetter, 
Patrick Shiel, Wm. Taylor and Hilton 
Wright). No. 3—Town into University City 
(guide:Charles Cottell). No. 4—Oxford 
Townscape (guide: Dr. Thomas Sharp). 
No. 5—An Oxford Road (guide: T. Law- 
rence Dale). No. 6—Oxford Churches 
(guide: Rev. Canon R. R. Martin). No. 7 
—Collegiate Planning (guide: H. M. Colvin). 
No. 8—Buildings of the University (guide: 
Peter Spokes). No. 9—Oxford Houses 
(guide: W. A. Pantin). No. 10—The Uni- 
versity Press (guide: Charles Batey). No. 
11—Oxford Libraries (guide: K. A. 


Balliol 


will 


Stevens). No. 12—Gibbs, Lutyens and St. 
Ebbe’s (guide: Gilbert Howes). No. 13 
Victorian Oxford, an _ itinerary to be 


prepared by John (guide: A. 
Llewellyn Smith). 

All tours will be on foot and will com- 
mence from St. John’s College at 2.15 p.m. 
Tea will be provided in College at 4.30 p.m. 

On Friday evening the conference ball 
will be held at Blenheim Palace from 9 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. The ball is free to members of 
the conference, and tickets at £2 2s. will 


Betjeman 


be available for non-members, the 


including supper. 


price 


On Saturday morning independent visits 
may be made. There will be open at the 
Ashmolean Museum from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
throughout the conference exhibitions of the 
drawings of James Gibbs and of work of 
the Oxford School of Architecture. 

Application forms for membership of the 
conference, aad full information as to hotels 
{there is a certain amount of accommoda- 
tion in Balliol, St. John’s and Somerville 
Colleges), may be had from the Secretary, 
the RIBA, 66 Portland-place, WI. Forms 
must be returned not later than June 21. 


TRADE AND TECHNICAL 
LITERATURE 
Competition to Encourage 
Excellence 


\ TITH the triple object of recognising 

excellence in trade and _ technical 
literature intended for architects; to 
encourage manufacturers to increase the 
technical and informative content of their 
literature; and to encourage manufac- 
turers to conform to British Standard 
1311/1955 when producing such litera- 
ture, the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in conjunction with the 
Building Centre are sponsoring a com- 
petition in which advertising literature 
may be entered. 

The competition is open to literature 
other than space and prestige advertising 
which is directed to the architect and pro- 
duced by manufacturers or merchants of 
building materials and equipment, by asso- 
ciations of such manufacturers or by any 
other bodies. Literature may be submitted 
by (1) organisations or firms; (2) advertising 
agents; (3) architects. There is no entry fee. 

Literature will be classified as follows: 
Class (1) Literature consisting mainly of tech- 
nical information devised to give informa- 
tion on design, methods of application, 
standards of workmanship, maintenance, 
etc., as applied to a class or group of 
products or services rather than to the 
products or services of a single manu- 
facturer; Class (2) Literature which offers 
technical information on the use and applica- 
tion of a product, products or services of a 
single manufacturer. 

The competition will be judged by a jury 
comprising George Grenfell Baines, ARIBA, 
Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA, Bruce Martin, 
ARIBA, E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, 
FRIBA, and Edward Mills, FRIBA, who 
will in principle award (a) one certificate of 
exceptional merit in each class: (b) certifi- 
cates of merit: and (c) honourable mentions. 
Awards will be presented by the President 
RIBA and an exhibition of prizewinning 
literature will be held at the Building Centre 
in the autumn. 

All entries (clearly marked ‘Competition 
for Manufacturers’ Trade and Technical 
Literature’) must be sent to the Building 
Centre, Store-street, London, WC1, by July 
31 next. All literature submitted must have 
been published within a period of two years 
before date of submission, and must con- 
form as to size with the provisions of 
BS 1311/1955. There is no entry fee.. 

Details of the competition are available 
from the Building Centre which is organising 
the competition. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Berlin Rebuilding 


THe West German Government has 
announced an international competition 
for designs for rebuilding Berlin ag the 
future capital of a reunited German 
The area to be redesigned is the oj 
governmental and diplomatic — quarter 
including the Wilhelmstrasse. All 
European architects are eligible. — The 
first prize is £2,550. 


Enrico Fermi Memorial 

From the 355 entries received in the 
international architectural competition 
for a memorial to Enrico Fermi, the 
nuclear scientist, the jury (Mies van de 
Rohe, Gordon Bunshaft, Jose Luis Sert. 
Pier Luigi Nervi and Lancelot Law 
Whyte, the British scientist) have made 
the following award: 

First ($5,000) : Reginald Caywood Knight, 
of Florida. 

Three Awards of $1,000 each : P. Roesch, 
Hamburg; J. H. Box, J. R. Pratt and Joanne 
H. Pratt, jointly, Dallas, Texas; Huson 
Jackson, C. Nivola, V. J. Solomita, and 
Joseph Zalewski, jointly, Cambridge, Mass. 

Four Awards of $500 each: E. Ludwig, 
Dusseldorf, Germany; Jan Lippert and Dr. 
Eugene Lantzki, jointly, Karlsruhe, Ger- 





many; L. J. Johnson and Arthur S. Takeuchi, 
jointly, of Chicago; Igor Z. Sazevich, D. H 
Larsen and E. Garcia-Reyes, jointly, San 
Francisco. 

Commendations to H. Rimpl, H. Kroch- 
meyer and R. Rathai (Wiesbaden, Germany): 
and G. Perugini, T. Valle and G. Parolini 
(Rome). 

The jury, who explain that they have 
modified the original distribution of awards 
because ‘we could not find any projects 
sufficiently distinguished to be given 2nd or 
3rd awards’ put on record ‘ our conviction 
that the competition was a complete success 
in obtaining Mr. Reginald Knight’s brilliant 
design.” Of the 355 designs, 176 came from 
USA, 70 from Germany, 37 from England 
and 17 from Italy. 

Reasons for the jury’s unanimous selec- 
tion of the winning design are: 

‘In his open plaza the designer has 
created the brilliant conception of using 
sound as a unifying principle for the entire 
project. The instrument employed for 
achieving this result is a system of vertical. 
tubular bells which are so placed in three 
rows as to form a satisfactory composition 
defining a space and relating it to the sur- 
rounding area... . It achieves a unification 
of Art and Science. This submission leaves 
the allocated site entirely open at the pedes- 
trian level, and plans auditorium and 
covered exhibition space at the traffic level 
The auditorium is square in shape and the 
exhibition space is distributed around it. 

. Paraphrasing the words of the winner, 
the entire design is based upon the integra 
tion of space, structure and acoustics in one 
total concept which will have meaning not 
only within the confines of the memorial site 
but over the entire area. Through the con- 
trolled medium of sound, architecture will 
be able to reach out and touch the lives ol 
many more people than would be possible 
through vision alone.’ 
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OFFICES, FLEET STREET, EC4 
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re Al Architect: ARTHUR S. ASH, FRIBA 
| The 

Consulting Engineers: BRIAN COLQUHOUN & Partners 


al Builders: ROWLEY Brothers, Ltd. 


1 in the 

Ipetition HE HULTON HOUSE development consists of two buildings erected on the north and 

at be south sides of Johnson’s Court linked by a third building on its east side. By agreement 
with the Corporation of London, permission was obtained for direct communication to be 
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- Johnson’s Court, still leaving a public right of way at street level. Similarly, direct communi- 


cation between the Fleet Street premises on the south side and the Pemberton Row annexe on 


Knight 
the north side, is obtained by a tunnel under Johnson’s Court. 


Roesch, The whole of the development is of reinforced concrete frame construction, with in-situ 
| se reinforced concrete slab floors and roofs, Hulton House having nine floors including the ground 

uson 
ta, and 
> Mass. 
Ludwig, 
and Dr, Aerial view of 
: Ger- Hulton House 
ikeuchi, , 
DH showing _ the 
ly, San Fleet Street 


elevation 





Kroch- 
rmany): 
Parolini 


y have 
awards 
rojects 
2nd or 
Viction 
success 
rilliant 
e from 
ngland 


selec- 


r has 
using 
entire 
d for 
rtical, 
three 
sition 
€ sur- 
cation 
leaves 
pedes- 

and 
level 
d the 
id it 
inner, 
tegra- 
1 one 
g not 
il site 
con- 
- will 
es of 
ssible 











632 
THE GURDER ApIt © 199) THE BUILL 





floc 
bas 
dat 
ext 
are 
ft. 
Str 
ran 
the 
em 
me 
E 
wo! 
Per 
fact 


ets Allee as : ann 


ee Tage 












































are 






ele\ 
Por 





Se 








i = 
1 


sere 
wit 
of ¢ 
wit! 


=) Git : 
E a | Pease ear : 


e —1 1 ; 4 ' [ ree ae —e 
° ° 1 | : = elit ‘n 
— = = : ‘ Mt 4 dn | l [; ; it 
f ] ee ee 2 | s fitte 
| 1 ; | - | = To 





leve 

win 

noi 

| | Sys ce. 4 V 

ay “ok Guana : L. Ut ry 77 | ‘—— out 

| ae fed ET | f ' x . . a ° ft the 

tI e : + iy ) i il ile l ' per 
«| . ‘ S~F a | e——_ -— + -—s—_ >; ida le - . 
Beto rae peeh 
q ] oe - « « . ° | 2 fem 








) 
| 
' ) 
nN ; i 
PLANS & 
SECTION 
Scale: 


lin, = 64 fe. 





5 1957 








THE BUILDER April 5 1957 


floor, affording 71,000 sq. ft. nett office area and a 
basement of approximately 10,000 sq. ft. to accommo- 
date at least 35 cars. The Pemberton Row annexe 
extends through six floors only, with a nett office 
area of 24,000 sq. ft., of which approximately 5,000 sq. 
ft. is situated in the basement. Access to the Fleet 
Street basement is by way of a reinforced concrete 
ramped carriageway, with a similar ramp situated at 
the northern end of this underground car park 
emerging through the Pemberton Row annexe, by 
means of the tunnel under Johnson’s Court. 

Externally the buildings are clad in 133 in. brick- 
work, the elevations facing Johnson’s Court and 
Pemberton Row being multi-coloured Selbourne 
facings; the brickwork to the internal light well of the 
annexe, and return elevations of the main building 
are Midhurst White facing bricks. The Fleet Street 
elevation is, however, faced throughout its height in 
Portland stone. 

All roofs are covered with a lightweight concrete 
screed to afford thermal insulation and are finished 
with a layer of natural asphalt, protected by a covering 
of cement and sand screed, divided into 2 ft. squares 
with bitumen joints to minimise cracking. 

Circulation areas, reinforced concrete staircases and 
lavatory suites are finished in terrazzo paving laid 
in precast tiles, with in-situ coved skirtings and nos- 
ings. All other floors are in hardwood blocks, laid 
on a lightweight aggregate screed and stained and 
polished. 

Windows throughout are of standard metal 
section, hot dipped galvanised steel, purpose made and 
fitted with sheet metal cills, to master the brickwork. 
To the Fleet Street elevation at first and third floor 
levels, the windows to the principal offices are double 
windows to minimise the transmission of traffic 
noises. 

Walls and ceilings generally are plastered through- 
out, but acoustic insulation is provided in most of 
the offices in the main building by means of suspended 
perforated Tentest panel ceilings. 
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Fleet Street elevation 


Hlulton House, 
Fleet Street, EC4 


“The Hulton Room,’ a large fully 
enclosed area on the ground floor 
used for entertaining and exhibitions 








Hulton House, Fleet Street, 


Internal partitions generally are constructed 
of hollow clay blocks and breeze, but de- 
mountable Gypunit partitions are used ex- 
tensively to provide flexibility of planning for 
the various offices. 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Reinforced concrete structure, Sir Robert McAlpine 
and Sons, Ltd.; electrical installations, T. Clarke and Co., 
Ltd. ; heating and ventilation, Norris Warming Co., Ltd.; 
lift installation, Express Lift Co., Ltd. ; wood block flooring, 
Jos. E. Ebner Co., Ltd.; semastic floor tiling, Semtex, Ltd.: 
metal windows, The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.: 
roof and pavement lights, Lenscrete, Ltd. ; terrazzo paving, 
Jaconello, W. B. Simpson and Sons, Ltd. ; roofing, Excel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; handrailing and balustrading, S. W. 
Farmer and Co., Ltd. ; ironmongery and sanitary fittings, 
W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd. ; partitions, Gyproc Products, 
Ltd. : suspended ceilings, Tentest Fibre Board Co., Ltd. : 
wall and floor tiling, Parkinsons (Wall Tiling), Ltd. ; Port- 


land stone, Samuel Bysouth and Sons, Ltd. ; cement glaze 
wall finish, Modern Plastic Surfaces: paints, Vitretex 
(London), Ltd., Hadfields (Merton), Ltd. :  sunblinds, 


J. Avery and Co., Ltd. : sprinklers and dry risers, The 


Automatic Sprinkler Co., Ltd. 


EC4 


Staff restaurant 
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(OST RESEARCH PANEL 


Contrasting Costs of Flats 
and Traditional Houses 


THe Cost Research Panel was set up 
by the Royal Institution of Char- 
ered Surveyors in June, 1956, with Mr. 
Cyril Sweett, FRIC S, as its chairman. 
The Panel secks to stimulate an interest 
in the cost aspects of building, to review 
the sources of information at present 
available, to initiate research into matters 
affecting the cost of building and to draw 
conclusions and make recommendations 
from its studies. 

At the invitation of the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, the 
Panel is concentrating its studies at pre- 
sent on the contrast between the cost of 
flats and the cost of traditional housing, 
with a view to establishing ways by 
which high costs can be reduced. 


The Work of the Panel 


The national housing programme and 
industry's need to build with limited 
capital resources underlines the import- 
ance of this work. Indeed, it would be 
difficult to overestimate the importance 
of research into the cost of building. 
Many of the factors which influence 
costs are being studied by other bodies, 
with whom the Panel maintains liaison, 
and the Panel is concentrating its studies 
on the cost aspects of design. It must be 
realised that the cost of any project is 
determined principally by the design pro- 
posed to meet the developer’s. require- 











ments. At present the architect has little 
guidance at the design stage on the cost 
of various techniques, materials and de- 
signs which may be used in modern 
building. With suitable teamwork from 
early stages of the project, guidance on 
these matters could be provided by the 
quantity surveyor and other consultants. 
The quantity surveyor prepares the bill of 
quantities which enumerates the materials 
and operations required to construct the 
project, and which, when priced by the 
contractors, provides the basis for a cost 
analysis of the building. However, the 
bill of quantities is the main contract 
document and information contained 
within it is confidential, but nevertheless 
co-operation from all parties concerned 
has been given to a commendable extent 
in allowing bills to be analysed. 

The first part of an exhibit by the 
Panel—proposed to be shown at the 
Brixton School of Building, from April 
8-12—is devoted to a method of analys- 
ing bills of quantities for housing schemes 
which the Panel has established to show 
the cost effects of decisions on matters 
of technique and which will display the 
major items of cost and the economy of 
design. This method will be used in 
studying several schemes selected for 
analysis by the Panel. and will be widely 
circulated to encourage other members of 
the profession to analyse their own 
schemes on a similar basis. It will also 
be used to collect information on over- 
seas house-building costs in co-operation 
with bodies in other countries with whom 
the Panel has contact. In the near future 
the form will be adapted so as to be of 
use In analysing other classes of building, 


both social and industrial. In this way, 
it is hoped that much cost information 
will be collected on a similar basis for 
use in the Panel’s studies and for use in 
further research. 

The remainder of the exhibit is devoted 
to an example of a housing scheme which 
was cost planned trom the start, and 
which shows that with rational cost plan- 
ning and guidance, an economic solution 
to design problems can be found. The 
scheme concerned is the Park Hill De- 
velopment of the Sheffield City Council 
and the Panel is grateful to the 
Council and the City Architect, Mr. 
J. L. Womersley, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
for permission to use this scheme for the 
exhibit. The scheme is a housing develop- 
ment of nearly a thousand dwellings in 
multi-storey blocks. Before a decision to 
develop in this manner was taken, the 
quantity surveyor prepared a_ general 
approximate estimate to establish the 
total cost of the development, so that 
decisions on finance, probable rents and 
social amenities could be taken. At the 
design stage, a detailed approximate esti- 
mate was prepared to show the cost effect 
of the use of alternative materials and 
designs to enable the architect to select 
the most economic alternative. In this 
way decisions on design were taken in 
full knowledge of cost consequences. The 
bill of quantities was prepared in a man- 
ner to display the repetition and standard- 
isation which the design had made pos- 
sible. As a result of this cost-conscious 
preparation, tenders for the project were 
well within the costs expected, and the 
cost. per dwelling reflected the saving 
achieved by cost-controlled design. 


COST CONTROL IN 
BUILDING 
Course of Lectures 

SoME five or six years ago the tech- 
niques of cost analysis and cost planning 
were first proposed by the Ministry of Edu- 
cation, and published in their Building Bul- 
Jetin No. 9. In the last two or three years, 
interest in these methods has grown con- 
siderably, and they were widely discussed 
at the 1956 British Architects’ Conference 
at Nerwich. The RICS has set up a’panel, 
and the RIBA a committee on cost 
research, both of which are examining 
these methods. 

This interest has led to the organising of 
a lecture course by the School of Architec- 
ture, the Regent Street Polytechnic and the 
Architects’ Journal, for architects, quantity 
surveyors, builders and students who would 
like to learn more about them or for those 
who have experience of their own to con- 
tribute to the discussion. 

The lectures, six in all, are to be held on 
April 30; May 7, 14 and 28; and June 4 
and 18, at 6 p.m. at 309, Regent-street, W1. 
Details from the Registrar, School of 
Architecture, [little Titchfield-street, W1. 


Exhibition Flats Bought 


Two houses built last year for show pur- 
poses at Coldean, Brighton, and four Cor- 
nish ‘ Unit’ flats on the same site are to be 
purchased by the town council for £6,136. 
These dwellings were specially built in con- 
nection with the National Housing and Town 
Planning Council’s annual conference. 
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News of the Week 


Wise Provisions 


(THE LMBA is wise in opening its Con- 

ference on Accident Prevention next 
month (May 3) to non-members, for it 
is the official body which represents the 
builders of London in all that concerns 
the good government of the building 
industry, and accidents certainly come 
into that category. It is wise, too, in 
limiting the conference to heads of firms, 
for on them depends chiefly any improve- 
ment in the accident rate which called 
forth the strictures of the Chief Inspector 
of Factories in his last report. Why is 
the building industry’s record so poor? 
The nature of the industry is a contribut- 
ing factor, but that cannot be used as an 
excuse. Much building work to-day is 
assembly, where almost the equivalent of 
factory conditions apply. No doubt the 
appropriate safety precautions are avail- 
able on the site. But who ensures that 
they are used? There probably lies the 
chief cause of criticism. 

The Chief Inspector of Factories and 
the Deputy-Chairman of ICI, which firm 
has a remarkably low accident rate, are 
unlikely to pull any punches in their 
addresses at the conference. Let us hope 
that the builders turn out in force to 
show alike that they can take it, and 
that they mean to mend their ways. The 
third speaker is Mr. Peter Trench, who 
for many years has taken a keen interest 
in accident prevention, and who has 
recently completed a survey into the cost 
of accidents on a substantial building job. 


Leicester Cathedral 


AN APPEAL for funds for Leicester 
Cathedral was launched at the Town 
Hall, Leicester, on March 27. The target 
aimed at for the fund is £100,000, the 
purpose being to carry out immediate 
repairs and to establish future security. 
A crack in the main arch of the chancel, 
part of the support of the steeple and 
bell tower, gives cause for anxiety. It 
is estimated that if an annual sum of 
£1,500 can be allotted to repairing the 
stone-work and lead roofs, within 10 
years all defective and dangerous parts 
can be made good and thereafter the 
fabric can be preserved by a regular 
annual scheme of work. £100,000 is a 
comparatively small sum nowadays for 
the restoration of a cathedral, and it is to 
be hoped that this sum will soon be 
forthcoming. It is understood that 
£25,000 has already been promised. 


ARCUK Registrar 


Tue Architects’ Registration Council 
of the United Kingdom invites appli- 
cations for the post of Registrar to the 
Council. Candidates should not be under 
the age of 45, and must be barristers-at- 
law having had some period in practice. 
Experience of administration is essential 
and knowledge of the architectural pro- 
fession is desirable. The post is full time. 
Salary scale will be £1,750 a year, rising 
by annual increments of £100 to £2,250. 
There is a contributory pension scheme. 
Further particulars and forms of appli- 
cation from the Acting Registrar, 
ARCUK, 78, Wimpole-street, London, 


F 
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WI. Closing date for completed appli- 
cations, April 30. 


TPI Gold Medal, 1957 


THE CounciL of the Town Planning 
Institute have unanimously decided to 
award the Gold Medal to Mr. Lewis 
Mumford, of USA. The medal is 
awarded at the discretion of the council 
for outstanding achievement in the field 
of town and country planning and is 
international. The presentation will take 
place at a special meeting on the after- 
noon of June 27, at the Livingstone Hall, 
Broadway, Westminster, SW1. 

Post-war Churches Exhibition 

THE Post-war Church Buildings Exhi- 
bition sponsored by the Central Council 
for the Care of Churches will be on view 
at the Hatton Gallery, Department of 
Fine Art, King’s College, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, from April 16 to 29 (closed over 
the Easter holiday, April 19 to 23). The 
exhibition is booked to visit St. Albans, 
Canterbury and Rochester during June, 
July and August, but the dates are not 
yet fixed. 


Oxford Inner Roads Plan 


OxrForD planning committee have pre- 
pared a scheme for two inner relief roads, 
following on the proposal that Magdalen 
Bridge should be closed to road traffic. 
One road would link St. Giles and the 
road to the north with the main road 
south of Magdalen Bridge. This road 
would cut across Christ Church Meadow. 
The other road goes to the east of the 
city. 

If the proposals are accepted at a 
special meeting of the council on April 
29, a Government inquiry will still have 
to be held. 

University of Khartoum 

APPLICATIONS are invited by the Uni- 
versity of Khartoum for a Lectureship 
in Architecture at a salary of £81,152 to 
£S1,677 a year plus cost of living and 
other allowances. Details advertised 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Preserving Whitby 

WITH the immediate object of opposing 
Whitby Urban Council’s clearance plan 
for the Tin Ghaut area of the town, 
Whitby Preservation Society was formed 
at a meeting on March 29. The society 
is to present its case for the preservation 
of the property at a public inquiry into 
the clearance scheme on April 10. 

New FAS Groups 

THE formation of two new groups is 
announced by the Faculty of Architects 
and Surveyors. The executive council 
have approved the formation of a North- 
West Group, based on Liverpool, and the 
inaugural meeting will be held in the near 
future. The acting hon. secretary is Mr. 
F. C. Farrell, FFS, 22, Woodland-avenue, 
Widnes, Lancs. 

Following council approval of the 
formation of a Sheffield group, an in- 
augural meeting will soon be called. In 
the meantime, the group meets regularly 
every Thursday at 12.30 p.m. at the 
Atholl Hotel. The acting hon. secretary 
is Mr. S. R. Collis, AFS, 20, Glen-road, 
Sheffield 7. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, APRIL 8 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL SociETY.— Stiff-Leaf Foliage 
and 13th Century English Architecture.’ By 
Mrs. Pamela Tudor-Craig, PhD. College of 


Preceptors, 2, Bloomsbury-sq., WC1l. 6 p.m. 
TUESDAY, APRIL 9 
RIBA.—Presentation of the Royal Gold 


Medal to Professor Alvar Aalto. 66. Portland- 
pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS ExHIBITION.—Official 
opening by Lord Hailsham, Minister of Educa- 
tion. Earls Court. 12 noon. 

BUILDERS BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—Annual 
dinner. Dorchester Hotel, Wl. 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10 
RIBA.—Annual Discourse. First lecture in 
series by Professor Alvar Aalto, 66, Portland- 
pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 
THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Dinner in honour 
of Professor Alvar Aalto. The Criterion, W1. 


7.45 p.m. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 11 

RIBA.—Architecture in Finland. 66, Port- 
land-pl., WI (closed April 18 at 12.30 p.m.: 
reopens April 24, continuing until May 2). 
Weekdays—10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Annual recep- 
tion. 34, Bedford-sq., WC1. 8.30 p.m. 

THe BuriLtpiInG CENTRE.—Annual luncheon. 
Claridges Hotel, Brook-st., Wl. 1.15 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
—Regional Conference. ‘* Dispersal in the Man- 
chester Region.’ Central Hall, Oldham-st., 
Manchester. 10.30 a.m. 

RIBA, RICS & IoB JuNriOR ORGANISATIONS. 
—Joint meeting to discuss mutual problems. 








48, Bedford-sq., WC1l. 6.30 p.m. (Open to 
members only.) 
Arbitration Clause 

CHELSEA METROPOLITAN BOROUGH 


CoUNCIL has been recommended to re- 
quest the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Stand- 
ing Joint Committee to consider and ad- 
vise upon the proposal that in future 
building contracts, with special reference 
to the RIBA form of contract, a clause 
providing for compulsory arbitration for 
the settlement of disputes or differences 
should be included. 


‘ The Boy David’ 


CHELSEA BOROUGH COUNCIL is to erect 
the statue of ‘The Boy David,’ by the 
late Francis Derwent Wood, RA, which 
was presented to the Borough ‘by the 
sculptor’s widow, in the small, triangular 
garden flanking the north-east corner of 
Albert Bridge on the Chelsea Embank- 
ment. 


Caravan Site Competition 


THE Royal Society of Health has an- 
nounced that its award of 50 guineas 
known as the John Edward Worth Prize 
for the best essay on ‘ The Planning, Lay- 
out and Administration of a Large Cara- 
van Site’ has been jointly awarded to 
Mr. W. Shaw and Mr. W. R. Saunders, 
county sanitary officer and assistant 
county sanitary officer, respectively, of 
Cornwall County Council. 


Course for Executives 


As the number of applications for 
places at the two work-study courses for 
building executives recently arranged in 
London by the NFBTE’s Building Ad- 
visory Service exceeded the number of 
places available, it is proposed to hold a 
further course at The Polytechnic, Lon- 
don, WI, during the week commencing 
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April 29. The course (fee £5 5s) i 
limited to eight persons and application 
for enrolment should be sent to BAS » 
82, New Cavendish-street, W1. . 


Solid Fuel Storage Conference 


THE Coal Utilisation Council 
the co-operation of the Institute of How. 
ing has arranged a_ conference on 
* Delivery and Storage of Solid Fuel i 
Flats,’ to be held at the Institution ¢ 
Civil Engineers, SWI, on May 9, i 


» With 


2.30 p.m. 
The increasing proportion of flats jy 
modern housing developments hx 


focused attention on this problem whic) 
is of importance to local authorities ani 
other landlords; architects and builder 
residents in flats; and those engaged jy 
the coal and coke trade. , 
During 1956, a joint committee ap. 
pointed by the London Regional Cop. 
mittee of the Coal Utilisation Coungj 
and the London Branch of the Institut 
of Fuel, with observer members from 
other organisations, undertook a stud 
of these problems and presented its cop- 
clusions in a comprehensive report. This 
deals with trends in flat construction, 
access to flats, stairs, passageways and 
lifts, and questions of fuel storage. 
The purpose of the conference, which 
came about as a result of a recommenda. 
tion in the report, is to discuss the findings 
of the joint committee, to ascertain 
whether these findings are generally 
accepted, and to make recommendations, 
Chairman of the conference will be 
Mr. Lionel Locket, a past-president of 
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the Coal Merchants’ Federation of Great 
Britain, who was chairman of the joint 


committee and is a member of the Coal ; 


Utilisation Council. Principal speakers 
will be: Mr. N. M. Carr, Mr. C. E. 
Culpin, FRIBA, Mr. H. C. Hampton, 
FRICS, AMICE 


Professional Announcements 


As from April 5, Dr. T. A. Lopce, OBE, 
FRIBA, FRICS, is retiring from practice. The 
firm of Lanchester & Lodge will continue at 
10, Woburn-square, London, WC1, under the 
remaining partners—A. JOHNSON, FRIBA, 
N. E. S. Morris, FRIBA, O’B. J. L. Rowe 
and R. H. Davies, ARIBA, FRAIA. 

Sir JOHN Burnet, Tarr & PARTNERS an- 
nounce that they have formed a separate archi- 
tectural practice in association with Messrs. 
FeLix WILSON & PARTNERS under the title of 
Sir JOHN BURNET, TAIT, WILSON & PARTNERS. 
The existing practices of both Sir John Burnet, 
Tait & Partners and Messrs. Felix Wilson & 
Partners will continue as hitherto. 

Mr. Ropert Bostock, MA, LRIBA, and 
Mr. LeonARD WILKINS, BA, ARIBA, have 
taken into partnership Mr. HuGH WorKMAN, 
ARIBA, AADipl. The practice will continue 
under the style of Messrs. Bostock & 
WILKINS, at 8, Cromwell-place, SW7. 


FROM ‘THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, April 4, 1857. 
DouBLe BARS ON THE TOLL BRIDGES.— 
Will you give your aid to abolish the 
double bars on the Waterloo and Char- 
ing-cross bridges? Really there 1s n0 
necessity for them; and after paying the 
toll and crossing the bridges, it is really 
a hindrance and a bore to be obliged 
go through the same annoyance to get 
off them. Surely a stop might be placed, 
if necessary, without a second turnstile 
messing one’s clothes, and in some cases 
involving disarrangement. A Lapy. 
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ARCHITECTS’ AND 
SURVEYORS’ SALARIES 
‘£2,000 a Year for Average Man’ 

, 

‘PEAKING at the annual general meet- 
S ing of the Association of Building 
Technicians on March 23, Mr. K. J. CAMP- 
ARIBA, vice-president (who was 
for the president, Mr. R. J. Soper, 
India) suggested that the ABT 


achieving an income of £2,000 
average qualified architect 


BELL, 
deputising | 
who was 1n 
should aim at 
a year for the 
or surveyor. 

In the building industry, said Mr. Camp- 
bell, ‘the most disquieting thing for us all, 
technicians and operatives alike, is the in- 
formation that the building work now in 
the pipe line—that is between the drawing 
hoard and commencement of work—is 
seriously thinning Out. 

‘As you know our industry is deceptive 
—the poison of credit squeeze and other 
restrictions of capital development works 
slowly although none the less surely and it 
js some time after the dose is administered 
that it takes effect. No one outside our own 
ranks—no lay client in Ministry, local 
government, business or anywhere else— 
will learn the length of time it necessarily 
takes to get the building machine working. 
Even if the present policy were reversed to- 
day it would be too late to prevent a period 
of serious “recession” in some months’ 
time—and unfortunately there is no sign of 
any revision of policy.’ 

They must therefore, Mr. Campbell con- 
tinued, expect some difficulties as the year 
went on. It was true that with the 
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shortening of work they were beginning to 
find that building prices were ceasing to 
tise, Were indeed beginning to drop and 
competition was becoming keener. This 
was indeed most acceptable but it seemed 
a pity that keen pricing must wait for bad 
times and that prosperity in the industry 
brought high prices. 

‘The situation clearly is not a good one 
in which to consider improvement of 
salaries or status,’ the speaker continued. 
‘It is regrettable that after a great length 
of time the RIBA has found no solution to 
the problem of assisting the salaried archi- 
tect. A step forward could be made if only 
it would take up our interim suggestion of 
a joint council with ourselves for private 
offices. It is regrettable again that it has not 
done so. If we were larger in numbers jt 
would be more difficult for the Institute to 
drag its feet in this matter and I would like 
to remind members that in recruiting new 
members, which is an essential task for all, 
they are assisting both the new member and 
themselves. 


‘For heaven’s sake,’ declared Mr. Camp- 
bell, ‘let us remember the doctors whom 
the old myth represented as superhuman 
Persons concerned only with relieving 
human suffering and not at all with sordid 
money. Now we find that they are men 
and women like ourselves, only better 
organised than ourselves—more trade union 
conscious if you like than surveyors or 
architects— and being on the average on a 
Miserable pittance of £2,000 a year they 
are striking against this penury. What a 
Poor showing surveyors, engineers and 
architects, with an average salary far lower, 


make in comparison. We must try as best 
we can by precept and example to make 
them see the basic truths the doctors have 
grasped. Join your Association, make it 
strong and even if we cannot follow the 
medical profession to its highest flights we 
should be able eventually to reach the level 
they are now spurning—£2,000 a year for 
the average qualified man.’ 


THE MARS GROUP 


Announcement of Dissolution 


VHE following official statement has been 

issued by the MARS Group (the Eng- 

lish branch of CIAM—Les Congrés Inter- 

nationaux d’Architecture Moderne) on pro- 

posals that have been made for the winding 
up of the organisation: 

At the annual general meeting members 
agreed that the future of the Group should 
be considered by a special interim executive, 
particularly in view of the virtual end of 
CIAM. This committee considered all the 
points put forward at the annual general 
meeting and came to the conclusion that 
they did not constitute a basis for renewed 
activity in the Group. A general meeting 
of the Group was held in January, which 
was attended by 18 members, to receive a 
report from this committee. It was con- 
sidered that the continuance of the MARS 
Group was not realistic and proposed that 
the meeting should decide whether or not to 
dissolve the Group forthwith. After con- 
siderable discussien there was general agree- 
ment with the executive’s findings and no 
counter proposals were tendered. There 
was a discussion regarding the disposal of 
the funds belonging to the Group. After a 
number of proposals had been considered, 
it was agreed that a trust should be formed 
to administer the money. It was felt that 
no exact stipulation could be made for the 
disposal of the money, but that prefer- 
ably it should not be broken up into small 
sums and should be devoted to some 
creative course or research, not excluding 
an historical study, that might have had the 
approval of MARS members. It was pro- 
posed and seconded and carried unani- 
mously ‘ that the MARS Group should cease 
to be from midnight of January 28, 1957.’ 

Subsequent proposals were agreed, includ- 
ing the following: 

(1) That a trust should be formed to 
administer accrued funds consisting of 
the following persons: Denys Lasdun, 
J. M. Richards, Godfrey Samuel, The 
Hon. Treasurer, The Hon Secretary. 


(2) The Hon. Secretary and Hon Trea- 
surer should attend to matters arising out 
of the dissolution of the Group, including 
circulating notices to members and the 
Press and the settlement of outstanding 
debts and the transfer of money to the 
MARS Trust. 


(3) The Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer should continue to act in their 
different capacities on behalf of the trust 
until such time as the trustees considered 
other arrangements desirable. 


BOOK RECEIVED 


THE MODULAR NUMBER PATTERN. By Ezra 
D. Ehrenkrantz. (London: Alec Tiranti, 
Ltd.) Price 25s. 
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KEEPING UP TO DATE 


LCC’s Materials and 
Information Centre 


HE need for a specialist section to assist 
their architects to keep abreast of 
current technical developments was recog- 
nised by the London County Council soon 
after the war when it was faced with the 
immense task of providing, as an immediate 
target, 100,000 homes for Londoners. A 
similar need has since been recognised by 
other authorities. 

This section (now called The Materials 
and Information Section and _ organisa- 
tionally integrated with the constructional 
divisions of the Architect’s Department), is 
responsible for maintaining up-to-date 
reference data on all building materials and 
methods of construction and for making 
available full information on all new 
developments which might have a bearing 
on the Council’s architectural work. This 
section also records on its files the building 
schemes on which new materials have been 
used, so that their subsequent efficiency or 
appearance may be known; any defects 
which have been reported are also recorded. 
The section’s advice and assistance is avail- 
able also to architects in private practice 
undertaking work for the LCC. 


Scope of the Section 

The work of the section includes: 

1. Investigation of new materials and pro- 
cesses in collaboration with the Council’s 
Chief Scientific Adviser and the Testing 
Station in the Chief Engineer’s Department. 
Frequent consultation and exchanges of in- 
formation take place with the DSIR’s Build- 
ing Research, Fire Testing and Paint 
Research Stations, National Physical 
Laboratory and Forest Products Research 
Laboratories; and with trade associations, 
etc. 

2. Selection of samples of building 
materials and fabricated components for ex- 
hibition in a Sample Room. This obviates 
the need for repeated submission of samples 
to individual architects by manufacturers. 

3. Noting, checking and_ classifying 
technical information received from manu- 
facturers, technical associations and other 
bodies. There are about 4,000 materials 
record files indexed under the generic des- 
cription, trade name and manufacturer of 
each material. 

4. Liaison between official bodies and the 
various divisions of the Department; inter- 
views with manufacturers’ and/or suppliers’ 
representatives; visits to building sites, 
demonstrations and exhibitions; and atten- 
dance at conferences and outside com- 
mittees. 

5. Collaboration 
dards Institution. 

The investigation of new materials and 
advice to architects on their application is 
carried out by officers who specialise in the 
main building materials (eg, bricks, concrete, 
timber, ironmongery, paint, etc.) but are 
generally knowledgeable on all materials. 
In a rather different field the section col- 
laborates with the Supplies Department in 
making arrangements for the direct purchase 
in bulk of specially selected manufactured 
articles and supplying them to building con- 
tractors for housing estates. 


with the British Stan- 
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TRENDS IN HOUSE 
DESIGN 


Call to Review Space-heating 
““and Hot Water Requirements 


r. PAPER on ‘Trends in House De- 
sign ’ was given by MR. ALEXANDER 
STEELE, DA(Edin), ARIBA, City Archi- 
tect, Edinburgh, at the annual conference 
at Peebles on March 15 and 16 of the 
Scottish National Housing and Town 
Planning Council, from which we take 
the following extracts. Mr. Steele said: 
The house builders of to-day are 
within two broad categories—those who 
build for owner-occupation and those 
who build for letting purposes. In the 
latter group there are few who build for 
investment purposes and it follows that 
where the bulk of building is on a subsi- 
dised basis there ought to have been the 
greatest opportunity for the expression 
of new ideas in house design. The former 
group covers houses offered by the 
speculative builder and the houses de- 
signed specifically for the owner- 
occupier. Little contribution has been 
made by the speculative builder and it 
has been left to the private individual to 
sponsor advanced thought in matters of 
design, and it is obvious that until there 
is a halt in the rise in the cost of build- 
ing little additional contribution can be 
made from this source. 


Standard of Performance 


The first matter to be considered in 
all house building is that of standard of 
performance, and a considerable step 
forward has been taken by the prepara- 
tion of Model By-laws by the Depart- 
ment of Health. The standards of con- 
struction and the related insulation values 
constitute a substantial advance which, if 
accepted by designers and applied by 
officials on a commonsense basis, will 
ensure reasonable standards of comfort 
and stability. Further consideration 
should be given to the use of double 
entrance doors and double glazing in all 
windows. 


The trend of housing development will 
be greatly influenced by the cost of build- 
ing and the nature of the services to be 
provided in the houses. It would appear 
that the economic circumstances which 
have persisted since 1945 have had the 
effect of diverting building effort into the 
simplest form of dwelling having the 
minimum amount of accommodation 
necessary to sleep the family. Circum- 
stances such as these have created the 
impression that the bulk of housing has 
been provided for the lower income 
groups; certainly this was so prior to the 
1949 Act, and future historians may pon- 
der over the thought processes which 
permitted such decisions when ‘* plan- 
ning’ was the keyword. 

The ever-increasing cost of building is 
one of the most distressing features with 
which the architect has to contend and 
in a sphere of full employment there is 
little consistency in tender figures and 
there is insufficient interest shown in 
building small houses by the better 
organised contractors. One must, of 
course, exclude the large firms who have 


made their contri- 
bution in the form 
of ‘non-traditional ’ 
or ‘sponsored’ 
houses, as they have 
shown that, by 
sound organisation 
and bulk buying, it 
is possible to pro- 
duce houses more 
economically than 
is possible by any 
other method, pro- 
vided the contract 
consists of a minimum of about 50 
houses. This prompts one to ask 
if the building industry is organised on 
the best possible lines and, in pursuing 
this line of thought, to reflect on the 
possibility of there being too many stages 
in the normal form of contract. The 
period which must elapse between the 
beginning of a scheme and the accept- 
ance is too long and the initial en- 
thusiasm for a project tends to diminish 
before all the stages have been completed. 

The time required is affected by two 
things—first, the approval stage and, 
second, the quantities and tendering 
stage. The first still takes too long and, 
at a time when policy is constantly 
changing, there are few schemes which 
are in line with current policy. The 
second is traditional, but it seems a mat- 
ter for regret that the Standard Schedule 
of Prices prepared by the Ministry of 
Works in 1942 was not preserved as a 
basis for tendering procedure. With this 
schedule of some 1,650 items as a basis 
and developed to meet the needs of more 
complicated structures, the building in- 
dustry would be relieved of much abor- 
tive work and the services of the quantity 
surveyor would be directed towards more 
useful work. Such a system, with tender- 
ing based on a plus or minus percentage, 
would tend to produce a more satisfac- 
tory level of tendering in which the con- 
tractor would receive fair recompense for 
the effort involved and the client in turn 
would only pay for the actual work car- 
ried out. It is certain that tenders could 
be reduced by the percentage that has to 
be added to recoup contractors for the 
expenditure in which they must be in- 
volved when many unsuccessful tenders 
have to be prepared under the present 
system. 





Mr. A. Steele 


Greater Efficiency 


Acceptance of such a system would 
call for greater efficiency on the part of 
the designer in the preparation of esti- 
mated costs and for a greater trust in 
professional skills on the part of authori- 
ties responsible for approving building 
schemes. 

Turning to the services to be provided 
in the houses remaining to be built, 
prebably the service which calls for par- 
ticular review is that concerned with 
space heating and the supply of domestic 
hot water. In no other part of the house- 
building programme are there so many 
divergent views, many of which are held 
as the result of evidence which has not 
taken into account all the factors neces- 
sary to make a proper assessment of the 
situation. The simple requirements for 
the best standard of living should be 
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based upon heating the entire house to 
comfortable level and supplying domes 
hot water in such quantity as to poe, 
the best possible level of cleanliness. ’ 


There seems to be a general desire 0 
the part of authorities to avoid schenp, 
which impose a standing charge op the 
tenant and they tend to adopt Method; 
which will give the tenant complete cop, 
trol over expenditure on this part of the 
budget. Certainly the enthusiasm for gy 
trict heating schemes was rapidly dj. 
pelled when realistic estimates of runnig, 
costs were prepared and few authorities 
have persisted with this type of Scheme 
unless there has been a scheme of y 
least 600 houses, plus some other Joa 
such as schools, libraries, swimmin 
ponds or shops. : 

The alternative is to provide indepen. 
dent sources of heat, which may be ob. 
tained by the use of electricity, 9 
(arranged alphabetically), oil or by ¢o,| 
or coke fireplaces or stoves. Consider. 
tion of these sources of energy must oj 
necessity focus attention upon the yp. 
Satisfactory nature of the very smal 
fuel-burning appliance as a means of pro- 
viding the heat required in the home, The 
capital cost of installation involving the 
construction of many chimneys if several 
rooms are to be heated directly, the pro. 
vision of fuel stoves, the low efficiency of 
the appliance, the rapid deterioration of | 
decorations, increased window cleaning, 
the destruction of stone and paint by 
fumes, the charge on the rates for the 
removal of ash are all factors to be taken 
into account, quite apart from the in- 





efficiency accruing from the distribution 
of fuel in small quantities from pit-head 
to the home. 


Open Fire Condemned 


The whole structure of the nation’s 
policy regarding the use of solid fuel re- 
quires investigation, particularly at a 
time when there is much speculation 
about the future sources of energy 
likely to remain available to this country. 
The traditional open fire ought to be 
abandoned as soon as possible in favour 
of systems which will provide whole 
house warming under the absolute con- 
trol of the tenant. 


There can be little change in the form 
of our dwellings as long as the fireplace 
is the focal point of the living space and 
tenants are restricted in their use of space 
to the limited comfort zone near to the 
open fire. 


The advent of high flats will probably 
do much to increase the demand for 
other and more comprehensive forms of 
heating. With increased experience in 
the construction of high flats it is prob- 
able that building contractors will be able 
to offer keener tenders than they are 
prepared to offer at the present time. This 
type of dwelling will play an_ ever- 
increasing part in house building, pat- 
ticularly in redevelopment areas, and it 
is becoming evident that as the open fire 
with its attendant chimney is out of 
character with the form of construction 
which will produce cheaper structures, 
considerable research is needed into the 
many alternative forms of heating which 
can be provided. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Design of Bungalow: Issue 

of ‘Good Neighbourliness’ 

HIS was an appeal against the refusal of 

Nottingham County Borough Council 
to grant planning permission for the erection 
of a bungalow in Victoria-crescent, Mapper- 
ley, on the grounds: that “the erection of a 
building of this design in the position pro- 
posed, adjacent to dwellings of a traditional 
design, would be out of keeping with the 
appearance of the area and would injure its 
amenities.’ 

It was explained on behalf of the appel- 
lant that the plan under consideration was 
a second submission. The first provided for 
a flat roof for the bungalow to be erected 
on the site, and in response to an objection 
by the Council a low-pitched roof had been 
substituted. The main points made by the 
appellant were that the slope of the ground 
dictated a low building; there was a hedge 
and trees which would be retained and 
which would to a large extent screen the 
elevations: the proposal should not be 
seriously open to objection because, while 
some of the existing houses in the area had 
architectural merit, the more recently erec- 
ted buildings in the neighbourhood were 
conventional. 

On behalf of 
that:— 

(1) The Council had no prejudice against 
contemporary design as such, but felt that 
there were exceptional circumstances in 
relation to the appeal site and the particular 
neighbourhood ; (2) Mapperley Park was a 
residential area of character and one of the 
most attractive in the city. Much of the 
development was of quite recent date, some 
having been erected in the grounds of the 
larger houses and some had _ considerable 
architectural merit; (3) the Council sought 
the views of the Architect’s Advisory Panel 
and they made recommendations to improve 
the design. 

It has been accepted, states the Minister, 
that the quality of a particular architectural 
design must be a matter of personal opinion 
and, in general, that the choice and wishes 
of an individual deveioper should not be 
rejected unless it can be shown that it would 
be incongruous or seriously out of keeping 
with the locality in which it is to be placed. 
Equally, it must be recognised that the 
advent of new material, building techniques 
and economic bounds will lead to the design 
of buildings which must of necessity out- 
step existing conventions. Nevertheless, there 
will be a minority of instances where, apart 
from taste, the simple issue of good neigh- 
bourliness must be taken into account. In 
this case, this site is in the centre of a small 
estate with attractive trees and gardens 
accessible only by private roads maintained 
by a residents’ association. It is agreed that 
the buildings within the precinct vary con- 
siderably in size, age and _ architectural 
quality, but as a whole they conform closely 
to the conventions in force at the time they 
were built. The site of the appeal falls 
near by in the centre of this small neigh- 
bourhood and, to that extent, departure 
from the general standard will be the more 
evident. The appellant’s design has been 
considered by an impartial panel of practis- 
Ing architects, who have expressed the view 
that the design is out of keeping with the 
neighbourhood, and their views are also 


the Council it was stated 


taken by a substantial number of local 
residents. 

Having very carefully considered the 
representations before him, the Minister 


does not feel it right that he should define 
a particular design or precise elevation for 
any building to be placed on a site, but he 
is satisfied that the reasons given by the 
Council for their rejection of the design 
submitted are correct and should be sup- 
ported. He has decided, therefore, to dis- 
miss the appeal. 


Use of Bomb Site Allowed 
for Sale of Cars 

A N appeal by the owners of a bomb site 
“in Church-street, West Ham, against the 
refusal of the West Ham Borough Council 
to allow them to use it for the sale of cars 
has been allowed by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. 

The Council contended that the use of 
such sites by second-hand car dealers caused 
the areas concerned to become scruffy and 
unsightly. The usual result of such a use 
they said, was that the sites were turned into 
junk yards littered with ancient cars. The 
Council were anxious that their efforts to 
make the East End a more pleasant place 


to live in and look at should not be 
frustrated. 
In upholding the appeal, the Minister 


says he can see no grave objection to the 
use of the site for car sales. He does not 
think there will be any injury to the ameni- 
ties of the area and he has decided to allow 
the site to be used on condition it is kept 
clean and tidy and used only for car sales 


Permission for Seaside 
Caravan Camp Refused 


creation of a £65,000 caravan camp 
large nineteenth 


TH E 


in the grounds of a 


century house at Mudeford, Christchurch, 
Hants, for which planning permission 
was refused by the Hampshire Planning 


Authority, has been rejected by the Ministe1 
of Housing and Local Government on 
appeal. 

At a public inquiry held in December of 
last year, the site was stated to be ‘only a 
stone’s throw from the beach.” About 160 
caravans were proposed. The appellants, a 
Parkstone firm of caravan manufacturers, 
submitted that the proposal would be merely 
the enlargement of an existing use. Some 
30 caravans had been parked in the grounds 
and seven were still there. 

The Minister, in announcing his decision, 
states that he does not think he would be 
justified in granting even a temporary per- 
mission. The introduction of a substantial 
number of holiday caravans, which must 
inevitably give rise to some noise and 
nuisance, would seriously disturb the 
amenities of the area and he feels that the 
right ultimate use of the grounds, which 
extend to some 104 acres, is that of a public 
open space, as was proposed in the approved 
Town Map. 

Bungalow Site Appeal Allowed 

HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has allowed an appeal 


by Mr. C. D. Owens, haulage contractor, 
Yatton, Aymestrey, against the refusal by 


the County Planning Authority to permit 
him to build a bungalow on a site at 
Lucton. This follows a public inquiry con- 
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ducted by a Ministry inspector at Leo- 
minster, on October 30. 

Giving his decision, the Minister states 
that the site is somewhat isolated but in 
view of the important services rendered by 
the appellant to the local farming com- 
munity, he has come to the conclusion that 
the proposed development might be 
allowed without creating a precedent. 

He considers, subject to certain condi- 
tions being compiled with, that the develop- 
ment will not appreciably affect the area. 
CLOSING OF APPOINTMENTS 
OFFICES 


Arrangements to Maintain 
Professional Register 

Mr. IAIN MACLEOD, Minister of Labour 
and National Service, stated in Parliament 
on March 28 that the three Appointments 
Offices in London, Manchester and Glasgow 
would be closed as from March 29. 

In their place, at about 50 of the larger 
employment exchanges, a specialised ser- 
vice will be maintained for persons seeking 
professional or senior executive posts, and 
for employers seeking persons in these cate- 
gories. At these employment exchanges, in- 
formation about careers in the professions 
and allied occupations will be available to 
inquirers. 

The arrangements for the Technical and 
Scientific Register and the Nursing Appoint- 
ments Offices will not be changed. 

Mr. Macleod said: ‘1 am satisfied that 
these new arrangements will achieve a neces- 
sary economy and that they will provide an 
efficient service which is readily accessible 
to registrants and employers.’ 

PRINCETON COLLEGE 
Twelve-storey Red Lion-square Plan 

PRELIMINARY PLANS for an extension to 
the Central School of Arts and Crafts in- 
corporating a new building on the same 
site for the Princeton College of Languages 
and Commerce, now at Bedford-row. WC}, 
are under consideration by the LCC Educa- 
tion Committee, but work is not expected to 
start until the end of 1958. 

It is proposed to provide the new 
accommodation for the Central School, as 
well as that to be used in, common with 
Princeton College, in the lower five storeys 
of a 12-storey block fronting on to Red 
Lion-square and linked at second-floor level 
with the first floor of the existing Central 
School by enclosed bridges. This part of the 
building will contain a restaurant, a fully- 
equipped theatre to seat 380, a library on 
the fourth floor and an underground car- 
park. 

The upper part of the block will provide 
one floor of administrative offices and five 
floors of classrooms for Princeton College. 
with a lecture room and garden on the top 
floor. The entrance to the college will be 
in Red Lion-square and three fast lifts will 
be provided for the students’ use. The 
estimated cost of the whole work, including 
alterations to existing buildings, repairs and 
redecorations and the provision of a new 
oil-fired boiler to serve both colleges and 
the theatre, as well as new ventilating plant, 
is £896,610. 

A further extension over part of the 
triangular area bounded by Theobalds-road, 
Drake-street and Parton-street is envisaged, 
but the site will not be available until 1960. 
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‘REHEARSAL FOR 
MANAGEMENT ’ 
Mr. T. H. Windibank’s Address 
to the Institute of Builders 


MR. T. H. WINDIBANK, CBE, MIEE, 
. gave an address on ‘ Rehearsal for 
Management’ to approximately 200 
members of the Institute of Builders at 
a meeting held on March 20 at the RIBA. 
Mr. H. S. Oddie, president, was in the 
chair. In the course of his address Mr. 
Windibank said: 

‘For 50 years in industry I have had 
profound respect -for the accomplish- 
ments of the civil engineering and build- 
ing industries. I have always been con- 
vinced that “ efficient control of men and 
materials,” which is a simple definition of 
management, must be many times more 
difficult in the conditions of your indus- 
try than in manufacture. 

“Common to us both, however, is the 
paramount problem of providing succes- 
sion to managerial and higher executive 
appointments. There are numberless 
plans for preparing and providing suc- 
cessors. To the credit of your great 
industry you have recently made a study 
of the management training problem the 
report of which is one of the most concise 
and practical I have seen. It is not the 
purpose of this talk to propound a par- 
ticular training programme, but rather 
to offer a pattern of behaviour with a 
case study of a junior board. 

* My life experience has convinced me 
that there is considerable oversight and 
waste of promotable human material in 
all industry and that even where train- 
ing schemes are operated a wastage still 
goes on. Generally there is weakness in 
our Observation and in our reportage. 
Often I stood at my office window and 
looked at the faces of our people stream- 
ing 1n to work or on their way at the 
end of the day and wondered: Is there 
among those young faces one who is 
going to be boss here one day—or 
amongst the thirties, is there one ready to 
move now into a bigger job and on to 
the top—and amongst the old, are there 
some who could have made the grade if 
we had watched and helped—and the 
most sobering thought of all: do I know 
the potentialities in that crowd, does anvy- 
one really know? 

‘We all know of cases where men have 
found their way to the top from the 
humblest beginnings, but how many of 
them emerged by chance rather than by 
design and how very many men have 
lived undiscovered we shall never know. 

“Such has been the improvement in 
educational facilities in this country in 
the last 20 years or so that the materia! 
to hand for industrial training is much 
easier to work on than that of, say, the 
beginning of the century, when indeed 
many of our successful firms were 
founded. The broader base of modern 
education makes it easier to recognise 
characteristics and to assess them earlier. 

‘My plea is for something additional 
but complementary to any of the chosen 
systems of training whether for the 
specialisms, for supervision or for man- 
agement. The something additional is a 


better-planned, continuous observation, 
direction and reportage on the job dur- 
ing the daily routine at all levels which | 
call “ rehearsal.” ’ 

Continuing, Mr. Windibank said that 
he had had 15 years’ continuous experi- 
ence of a system of personal assessment 
applied to all employees from hourly- 
rated workers, apprentices and trainees 
to top management posts. This firm, 
which operated eight factories producing 
different though related products, decided 
to form a junior board with the twin ob- 
jectives of contributing to the general 
improvement of the company’s business 
and organisation and to broaden the edu- 
cation of the members of the board in 
the science and art of management. These 
two purposes had been expanded to the 
five objects stated in the existing consti- 
tution as follows: 


The Junior Board’s Five Objects 


(a) To provide ideas for improving the 
company’s welfare and prestige. 

(b) To give members an opportunity to 
acquire a deeper knowledge and a greater 
appreciation of the fundamental con- 
sideration on which policy is founded and 
practice designed. 

(c) To broaden the outlook of the mem- 
bers and so enable them better to under- 
stand the implications of the instructions 
they receive and the effects of those they 
issue. 

(d) To train the members in the logical 
analysis of problems and the application 
of the approved policies to their solution. 

(e) By free discussion to arouse an 
enthusiastic interest that will enable the 
members to make and accept criticism 
with equal grace. 

‘The general outline of the scheme,’ 
he said, ‘was made public to the com- 
pany’s employees through a booklet and 
it has remained substantially unchanged. 
Appointment to the board carries with it 
an honorarium payable during the mem- 
ber’s period of office. 

‘There have been 25 sessions, the first 
of 12 months and the remainder of six 
months each. Meetings have normally 
been held monthly. There are at any 
time 10 members of the board, eight of 
whom are appointed members and two 
ex-officio members (in addition, the direc- 
tors and executive directors of the com- 
pany are ex-officio members who do not. 
however, attend the meetings but receive 
all notices, agendas, minutes and other 
documents). 

“Under the constitution any employee 
is eligible for appointment, but all ap- 
pointments have been from relatively 
senior positions. The lowest-grade ap- 
pointees have been in a grade represent- 
ing a salary level of, say, £1,100 or £1,200, 
with London weighting. The board ap- 
points its own chairman by ballot, the 
method being to select a deputy chair- 
man from among the four newly ap- 
pointed members at the third meeting of 
each ‘six-monthly session, the deputy 
chairman succeeding to the chair on the 
retirement of the former chairman. 

‘The procedure under which business 
is conducted is that each appointed mem- 
ber is permitted to submit to the board 
motions upon any subject whatever 
affecting the company’s business. The 
motion is submitted to the chairman in 
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writing and included in the agenda with 
the addition of a precis setting out the 
main argument or facts upon which the 
proposer relies in putting forward his 
motion. 

‘Discussion can take place only Upon 
a motion thus formally advanced, except 
that once in each six months a director 
or senior executive addresses the board 
upon a subject selected from three sug. 
gested by the board itself. The address 
is followed by discussion. Procedure jg 
formal, the normal rules of committee 
discussion being followed, and all re. 
marks being addressed to the chair. 
Voting is compulsory and is recorded 
in the minutes, but ex-officio members 
have no vote.’ 

Motions which had come before the 
board included recommendations to the 
company to manufacture new products, 
changes in hourly-rated remuneration, 
observations on overseas trading, etc, 
‘ All motions passed by the board,’ Mr. 
Windibank said, ‘are subsequently con- 
sidered by the board of executive direc- 
tors and each month a statement is made 
to the junior board indicating the extent 
to which the board of executive directors 
is able to endorse the suggesticns.’ 

In conclusion he said, ‘ My advice is: 
do not in any circumstances set up such 
a body unless top management is pre- 
pared assiduously to nurture it, to con- 
sider its recommendations and to notify 
regularly the measures of acceptance of 
its work. When promotions are needed, 
a review of the board members, past and 
present, must be undertaken. In other 
words, do not buy this tool—it is an 
expensive one—unless you are going to 
use it.” 


IoB Licentiate Discussion Club 


SPEAKING at a meeting in London on 
March 26, at which he presented a Jewel 
of Office to Mr. A. P. Perrin, the chair- 
man of the Institute of Builders’ Licentiate 
Discussion Club, Mr. F. LEsLie WALLIS, 
OBE, a past president of the Institute, 
reviewed the progress made by the Dis- 
cussion Club during the past year. 

Mr. Wallis said that the past year had 
been one of greater activity and expansion. 
The Wakefield centre had been moved to 
Leeds; a new centre had been formed at 
Brighton and another would be opened in 
Newcastle during April. The club commit- 
tee were also investigating the possibility 
of centres in Bristol, South Wales and Kent. 

Following a meeting arranged by the 
Joint Advisory Committee for Training in 
the Building Industry, said Mr. Wallis, an 
informal committee comprising representa- 
tives of the Junior Organisation of the RICS, 
the RIBA and the IOB Licentiate Discussion 
Club had been set up for the purpose of 
establishing liaison between the various 
bodies representing younger members and 
organising joint meetings. On April 11, the 
Club would act as host to the other organi- 
sations at the first meeting arranged. 

The meeting concluded with a lecture 
‘ Plastics in Building’ by Mr. Y. W. Rayden. 


Birmingham Ceremony 


At a ceremony in Birmingham on March 
20, a Jewel was presented by Mr. Frank 
Russon, to the chairman of the Birmingham 
centre of the club, Mr. Ralph Peacock. 
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(ALL-IN CONTRACTING’ 


Operation of a Large-scale 
Scheme 


‘COMPREHENSIVE service’ type of 

contract which is now offered for rapid 
planned development of industries by Taylor 
Woodrow (Building Exports) Ltd., of Wel- 
peck-street, London, W, has been completed. 
This is a chain of nine food distribution 
depots for Kraft Foods, Ltd., erected in 
various parts of the United Kingdom with 
the aid of Arcon prefabricated building 
components. 

The comprehensive service contract starts 
with finding suitable sites and in addition to 
construction carries the job right through 
to the moment when the building is ready 
for occupation and handed over. It also 
covers the appointment of architects, negotia- 
tions with local authorities, land purchase, 
legal arrangements and, if necessary, finance. 
The contractor thus takes charge at a much 
earlier stage than usual and _ Taylor 
Woodrow (Building Exports) Ltd., the 
marketing members of the Arcon Group of 
manufacturers of prefabricated building 
components, claim that this has many 
advantages, particularly in the timing of 
operations, co-ordination of effort and 
economy. The service is flexible and as 
little or as much of it may be called in to 
operation as required in the particular 
circumstances. 


Basic Schemes Prepared 

In the case of Kraft Foods Ltd., assistance 
began in searching for suitable sites. These 
had to be located so as to provide for the 
most effective distribution of Kraft products 
to grocery retailers in nine areas in England 
and Wales. When the most suitable sites 
were found, basic schemes were prepared and 
architects appointed by Taylor Woodrow 
(Building Exports) Ltd., for each depot, 
the consulting architects for the complete 
programme being Messrs. Howard Crane 
and Partners, acting for Kraft Foods, Ltd. 

Work on the first depot began in 
September, 1955, and all ure now in use. 
The main structure in each case is a standard, 
steel-framed multi-span Arcon _ storage 
building structure, capable of speedy erec- 
tion and easy extension on a modular basis. 
Office accommodation built in traditional 
forms of construction is incorporated. A 
considerable amount of equipment was also 
installed before keys were handed over to 
the clients, including modern refrigeration 
Plant. The total enclosed space provided by 
the “a. depots is an area of over 100,000 
sq. ft. 





Wholesale depot for Kraft Foods Ltd. 
at Derriaghy, Belfast 


The depots, with the individual architect 
or each, were as follows: Waltham Cross 
(North London, New Addington (Surrey), 
Warmley (Bristol), Messrs. Brian Sutcliffe 
and Partners, FF.RIBA; Seacroft (Leeds), 
Birtley (Nr. Newcastle), Mr. F. G. Frizzell, 
ARIBA, AMTPI; West Bridgeford (Notting- 
ham), West Bromwich, Messrs. Samuel 
Morrison and Partners, AA.RIBA; Der- 
riaghy (Belfast), Mr. C. R. M. Wood, 
ARIBA; Radcliffe (Manchester), Messrs. 
Francis Jones and Son, R/ARIBA. 


LMBA 
Lord Chancellor to Give Medais 


PPHE Lord Chancellor, Viscount Kilmuir, 

is to present the LMBA Medals for 
1957 on October 28 next, in Fishmongers’ 
Hall. As in previous years, the Lord Mayor 
will preside. 

Since in 1952, the year of their institu- 
tion, the Duke of Edinburgh presented the 
medals, they have been presented suc- 
cessively by the Bishop of London, the 
American Ambassador, the Chancellor of 
the University of Cambridge and Field- 
Marshal Viscount Montgomery. : 


Building Exhibition Arrangements 


THe LMBA will again be represented at 
the Building Exhibition this year, but in a 
new position. It has taken the Conference 
Hall in the National Hall overlooking 
Hammersmith-road as its club room. There, 
as before, it will be ‘at home’ to members 
of the National Federation and their friends 
visiting the exhibition. 

This year considerable structural altera- 
tions are being carried out at Olympia, 
which have involved a reorganisation of the 
catering arrangements, and the former 
LMBA club room is to be a restaurant. 


TASTER HOLIDAYS 
Arrangements for London Region 


IT IS ANNOUNCED that, in pursuance of a 
decision of the London Regional Joint Com- 
mittee for the Building Industry made on 
April 14, 1955, and duly notified to the 
National Joint Council, Good Friday, April 
19, 1957, will be a public holiday in the 
London Region, in addition to Easter Mon- 
day, April 22. In accordance with London 
Working Rule 4, all work required to be 
done in the London Region on Good Friday 
(as on other days of public holiday) shall 
be paid for at double time. 

The addition of Good Friday as a pub- 
lic holiday does not increase the amount of 
holiday credits payable in respect of the 
public holidays at Easter. The amount so 
payable will be value of the stamps on the 
operative’s public holiday card up to and 
including the week ending April 13, 1957. 
The date for payment of the public holiday 
credits in respect of the Easter holidays will 
be Thursday, April 25. 


The Second Week’s Holiday 


FoLLOWING consideration by its Council, 
the LMBA has circularised its members 
recommending that the second week’s 
holiday to which operatives in the building 
industry are now entitled should be taken 
this year during the Christmas week, 
December 23 to 28. 
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RECRUITING AND 
TRAINING 
APPRENTICES 


London Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee 
Conference 


[* opening a conference, organised by the 

London Regional Joint Apprenticeship 
Committee, with members of the London 
Master Builders Association, National Feder- 
ation of Building Trades Operatives and 
Youth Employment Officers held on March 
28, at 47, Bedford-square, Cor. K. J. 
PEARCE, TD, Chairman, said that some 2,000 
new apprentices were needed in London each 
year to keep up the numbers of craftsmen 
in the building industry for this area. He 
estimated that 30 per cent. of this number 
were required as carpenters and joiners, 25 
per cent. as bricklayers, 20 per cent. as 
painters, 10 per cent. as plumbers and 
plasterers and 5 per cent. in other trades, 
including stonemasonry. 

Mr. H. F. ELSE, representing the Central 
Youth Employment Executive said that in 
1956, 870 apprentices had been recruited and 
quite a number indentured through other 
schemes, making a total of roughly 1,000 for 
the year. 

Among the many questions brought up 
during the afternoon was that of apprentices 
required to travel to and from their work. 
It was felt that although a boy might be 
expected to go a reasonable distance it was 
ridiculous to ask an apprentice of say 15 to 
travel long distances daily. At 17 the distance 
didn’t matter quite so much, either to the 
boy or his parents, but it was agreed that 
where possible the amount of travelling any 
boy should be asked to do should be cut to 
a minimum, particularly in the early stages 
of his apprenticeship. 

Other questions discussed were co-opera- 
tion among Youth Employment Officers in 
neighbouring boroughs, the transfer of 
apprentices, the difficulty of bringing the 
various crafts to the notice of boys who 
knew enly carpentry at school, the placing 
of the apparently ‘dull’ boy, the type of 
dress boys should, and should not, wear in 
going for interviews with prospective 
employers, seasonal employment and the vast 
sums allegedly paid to ‘ tea-boys.’ 

Mr. G. C. MARCHANT, on behalf of the 
operatives, promised to. give the Youth 
Employment Officers any help he and his 
colleagues in the Trade Unions could in the 
way of facilitating their work, either by 
visiting parents or by interviewing prospec- 
tive apprentices. Several of the officers paid 
warm tribute to the committee and the 
LMBA for their assistance in placing boys 
in the trades of their selection. 

A suggestion that Youth Employment 
Officers might visit a building site in London 
during the summer to see apprentices in the 
various crafts at work was warmly welcomed 
by officers from the LCC and the Home 
Counties. 


Commiittee’s New Chairman 

Mr. Kenneth N. Davis, a director of 
Radiation, Ltd., has agreed to become 
chairman of the Council of Ironfoundry 
Association’s training and education com- 
mittee. 
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THE CHANNEL TUNNEL 


Reasons for Revived Interest 
By J. M. HARVEY 


Vy ITH the Government determined to 

go ahead with the plan to include 
Britain in the European free trade area, 
the question of a Channel Tunnel con- 
necting England and France must be 
given very serious thought. No doubt 
the two countries would share the cost 
of such a huge undertaking, which is 
estimated to be well over £150 million, 
With much closer trade co-operation 
between England and the European 
countries a rail and road tunnel to the 
Continent would be a tremendous asset, 
almost a necessity. This gigantic scheme 
has been a major point of discussion in 
Parliament and by eminent people for 
over 150 years. Only a few years ago 
Allied Supreme Headquarters in Europe 
approved a French architect’s plan for 
such a connecting link between England 
and France. 

The first really serious proposal for a 
Channel Tunnel was made in 1802 by a 
French engineer named Mathieu. In 1856 
J. A. Thome de Gamond placed a detailed 
plan before Napoleon III. The idea caught 
on and great enthusiasm was aroused on 
both sides of the Channel. In Great Britain 
Queen Victoria said that ‘If it can be done 
you may say that I will give my blessing.’ 
The Prince Consort and Gladstone were 
among its principal supporters. In France 
all the people who mattered were in favour, 
and in 1875 an Anglo-French convention 
was drawn up to regulate it. 


Digging began in 1880, and the French 
Channel Company sank a shaft at Sangatte 
and bored a mile under the Channel. 
Similar work was begun near Shakespeare 
Cliff, Dover, when excavating went to a 
depth of 160 ft., and extended for 2,015 
yards. Over 7,600 soundings were made, 
and some 3,000 samples taken from the 
bottom of the Channel. In 1882 the British 
War Office raised objections and the plan 
was held up. 


Among the objectors to the scheme were 
Lord Wolseley, Joseph Chamberlain, and 
Lord Randolph Churchill. Bills were 
promoted for the continuance of the work in 
the British Parliament repeatedly but were 
defeated on every occasion. The plan was 
officially considered again in England in 
1924 when Ramsay MacDonald, the Premier, 
held a conference with three ex-premiers, 
Stanley Baldwin, Lloyd George, and Henry 
Asquith. ' After a discussion which lasted 
only 40 minutes, they decided against it. 
It was presumed that this decision was 
reached on the ground of the danger in time 
of war. Conversely, however, it is interest- 
ing to note the opinion of Marshal Foch, 
who said in 1922, ‘If the Channel Tunnel 
had been a reality it might have prevented 
this last war, and in any event it would have 
shortened its duration by one half. The 
matter was re-introduced to Parliament in 
1930, but was rejected yet again. 

This colossal scheme has at the moment 
strong support by eminent people on both 
sides of the Channel, but whether their 
influence will be successful in re-starting this 
gigantic engineering project remains to be 
seen. The building of a Channel Tunnel 


would seem to be a reasonably economical 
enterprise in comparison with the immeasur- 
able benefits which would be gained for both 
France and this country, 


‘BUILDING CONTRACT 
NOTES’ 


Practical Wisdom on the 
RIBA Standard Form 


N their introduction to their text-book on 
the RIBA Standard Form, Messrs. 
Walker-Smith and Close rightly emphasise 
the value to the builder of the standard 
conditions. ‘They are the conditions which 
he knows and upon which his business is 
based.’ It is important, however, that the 
builder should in fact know the conditions; 
it is not good enough that he should think 
he knows them. The RIBA Standard Form 
is necessarily a complex document and. 
however familiar with its conditions a 
builder may think himself to be, he will 
be wise occasionally to make sure that he 
really does understand what they are all 
about. 

The builder who wishes to take this 
matter seriously can hardly do better than 
to ‘put himself to school’ every now and 
again with a little pamphlet* prepared by 
Mr. Robert W. Porter, Director of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers. The substantive text of the notes 
amounts to no more than 12 pages, but they 
contain a great deal of practical wisdom 
as well as summarising the salient points of 
the RIBA Standard Form. Mr. Porter has 
some particularly valuable comments on 
defects, sub-contracting and_ retention 
moneys. In dealing with the question of 
liquidated damages, he suggests that it is 
always better to put some figure in the 
Appendix rather than to leave it blank. He 
might usefully have added that the figure 
so inserted must bear some relationship to 
the loss which the employer is likely to 
suffer if there is delay—otherwise the Court 
might infer that the figure was not a genuine 
pre-assessment of damages. Apart from 
this, however, the pamphlet is quite admir- 
able. There is a useful index 

Mr. Porter has addressed his guidance to 
the builder as is natural on the part of one 
occupying the office which he holds, But 
what he has to say should be of much 
profit to architect as well. 








A. E. TELLING. 


** Building Contract Notes,’ by Robert W. 
Porter, MBE, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA. Pub- 
lished by the Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, 95 Tenison-road, Cam- 
bridge. Price 2s. 6d. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for February 

THE HousiNG SuMMARY presented to 
Parliament as a White Paper* jointly by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment and the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, shows that the number of permanent 
houses completed in Great Britain during 
February was 23,464 compared with 17,395 
in February, 1956. 

In the first two months of 1957, 46,212 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 38,664 in the same period of 1956. 





*Cmd.115. Housing Summary, February 28, 
1957. HMSO, price 3d. 
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GUILD OF SURVEYoRs 
‘ Ladies’ Night’ 


HE Guild of Surveyors held a ‘Ladies’ 
Night” celebrated by a dinner at the 
Cumberland Hotel, W2, on March » 
LorD METHUEN, ARA, in_ proposing the 
toast ‘The Guild of Surveyors,’ said that 
surveyors were gentlemen of great power 
and it was in their hands to assist the artist 
the architect and the planners in seeing that 
good was preserved and that bad was made 
into good. 

President of the Guild, Sir A, £ 
RICHARDSON, KCVO, P-PRA, MA, in reply. 
ing, likened the Guild’s crest, the Theodo- 
lite, to Janus, the ancient Roman god who 
was credited with the faculty of looking 
both ways, front and back, into the future 
and past, the god with two faces to his 
head. 

In his speech of welcome to the ladies and 
guests, MR. GORDON TOMALIN, vice-presi- 
dent, said that from over 3,000 applicants 
for membership, the Guild was still only a 
few hundred in strength. 

The reply was from Mr. G. R. D. Brap- 
FIELD of the LCC, who said that he had 
come to regard the Guild of Surveyors very 
highly. 

Among those present were His Worship the 
Mayor of St. Marylebone, Councillor R. 
Sharp, The Lady Mayoress, Mrs. Sharp, Lady 
Richardson ; 

Messrs. A. R. Bradfield, Nigel Hannen, 
George Stewart, Frederick S. Snow, Anthony 
Hayes, Godfrey S. Ager, F. W. Riches, J. C. P. 
Cocksedge, and Major Youdan Briggs, 


EASTERN FEDERATION 


Success of Senior Executives’ 
Course 


From a Correspondent 


THE SECOND course for senior executives 
at Madingley Hall, Cambridge, from Sunday, 
March 17, to Saturday, March 24, again 
proved an ontstanding success. Organised 
by the University of Cambridge Extra- 
Mural Board in co-operation with the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. the purpose of the course was 
to give a greater understanding of the 
economic and political problems of the 
modern world, laying particular emphasis 
on the contemporary British economic 
situation and its effects on the control of 
industry and relations between employers 
and the employed. 

In addition to members of the Eastern 
Federation there were several executives 
present from member firms of the LMBA, 
and one from Newcastle. 

The panel of distinguished _ lecturers 
included Professor Sir Dennis Robertson 
(Professor of Political Economy) who spoke 
on ‘ Wages and Prices,’ Mr. S. R. Dennison 
(University Lecturer in Economics) on ‘The 
Common Market’; Mr. C. W. Guiilebaud 
(University Reader in Economics) on ‘ Wage 
Structure and Labour Supply’; and Mr. 
W. B. Reddaway (Director of Department of 
Applied Economics) on ‘ Housing Problems 
and Rent Control.’ 





The discussion group had several lively 
sessions and everyone agreed that the week 
had proved not only very stimulating but 
highly informative. 


The Federation-has been asked to arrange 


a further course in the spring of 1958. 
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‘UGLY EXCRESCENCES’ 
ON LCC FLATS 


NCLUDED in the proposals for the 
I development of a site at Thornton- 
road, Clapham Park, SW12, is a six-storey 
block of flats with a 10 ft. 6 in. high struc- 
ture on the roof housing the lift motor- 
room and water-storage tanks. The Hous- 
ing Committee of the LCC had given special 
consideration to the masking of this pro- 
jecting structure including the provision of 
penthouses and the siting of the lift motor- 
room partly on the sixth floor. The latter 
proposal would have meant that the lift 
would only have served five floors, leaving 
the sixth floor tenants to walk up one flight 
of stairs, and the Committee did not con- 
sider this desirable. The Committee also 
agreed that the proposed penthouses would 
merely serve to emphasize the roof projec- 
tions. After consideration the proposals 
were approved by the Town Planning Com- 
mittee. 

At the meeting of the Council on March 
19, on the motion for the reception of the 
Town Planning Committee’s report, an 
amendment was moved by Mr. Vigars and 
seconded by Mr. Sebag-Montefiore to the 
effect that ‘ the Committee be instructed (a) 
not to agree to the proposal unless the 
building is replanned so as to eliminate, 
or at least substantially reduce, the bulk and 
height of, or otherwise satisfactorily dis- 
guise, the lift housing and water-storage 
tanks on the roof; and (b) in future cases 
of a like kind, to ensure that the Council's 
housing development is planned so as to 
avoid ugly excrescences of this nature.’ 


After discussion, the amendment was lost. 


MIDDLE-CLASS 
HOUSING 
LCC to End Efforts at Provision 


THE efforts of London County Council to 

build better types of flats and council 
houses for the middle-income groups have 
come to an unrewarding end, hastened by 
rising building costs coupled with higher 
interest rates on capital and by a falling- 
off in demand for the better kind of council 
house. 


The council are to build no more houses 
for the higher income groups because the 
demand is ‘no longer apparent,’ and indeed 
fell off sharply two or three years ago 
although it has since picked up to the extent 
of filling all the houses of this kind now 
available. At the same time, the council 
are on the point of selling to a private com- 
pany the leases of 100 dearer flats in Boy- 
dell-court now being completed on the 
LCC site adjacent to Finchley-road, St. 
John’s Wood. This is because costs have 
so overtaken the project since it was initiated 
in 1951 that rents to produce an economic 
return would have to be so high as to place 
the development outside the range of pro- 
Perty normally provided by housing 
authorities, 


The flats, which are in two nine-storey 
blocks, were planned in 1951 at an estimated 
cost of £400,500, and were intended to be let 
at economic rents which might have averaged 
about £240 a year. The actual cost of the 
Project will not be available until comple- 


tion, but it was decided by the council that 
because of increases in building costs and 
interest rates, as well as extra costs for the 
central heating system, net rents much in 
excess of those first contemplated would be 
necessary to make the development self- 
supporting. Negotiations with the prospec- 
tive purchasers of the lease suggest minimum 
average rents for the two- and _ three- 
bedroom flats of £400 to £450 a year, and 
they may go to £600 with additional interior 
refinements which the purchasers are said to 
be contemplating. 


HOW MANY HOUSES 
ARE WANTED? 


Council Tenants Becoming 
Selective 


From a Correspondent 


ON the face of things the ultimatum of a 
local authority ‘Accept the accom- 
modation you are offered or go to the 
bottom of the list’ appears a trifle drastic. 
Yet, upon carefully reviewing the facts one 
is forced to consider the action justified, 
and at the same time, to ask if the waiting- 
lists of people seeking housing accommoda- 
tion from local authorities truly reflect the 
number genuinely in need of better hous- 
ing. It also creates doubt concerning the 
possible successful ultilisation of some old 
units of housing, even after grant-aided 
modernisation, or otherwise. 

The ultimatum referred to was issued by 
the Baldock Council. The Corporation has 
more or less been forced into this position 
in order to combat the loss in rents from 
unoccupied council houses. With a waiting- 
list of over 200 families, the corporation has 
found many of them turning down offers of 
accommodation in pre-war houses. In just 
over one month no less than ten families at 
the top of the waiting-list refused to be 
rehoused in pre-war houses. 

These pre-war council houses are almost 
up to the standard of those built in recent 
years. They are kept in good repair by the 
corporation and are completely redecorated 
when they fall vacant before being offered 
to a new tenant. They are much cheaper to 
rent. A_ three-bedroomed parlour type 
house built before the war lets at 15s. 8d. 
a week. The rent for a similar post-war 
property is 8s. 4d. more per week. Condi- 
tions obviously vary from county to county, 
but the state of affairs in Baldock gives one 
a great deal to think about. 


EFFICIENCY OF THE 
INDUSTRY 
Value of Building Advisory Service 


Mr. LEONARD A. WALDEN, National 
president, speaking at the annua! general 
meeting of the Nottingham and District 
Association of Building Trades Employers, 
at Nottingham, on March 27, said: ‘We 
have a responsibility to see that we give 
the best value for the money spent on build- 
ing. 

‘In order to help employers to do all that 
is possible in the way of using plant, man- 
power and materials efficiently, the National 
Federation has set up an advisory service to 
examine the best management practices and 
see that the information is widely dissemin- 
ated among employers.’ 


643 


CODE OF PRACTICE 


Doors and Windows Including 
Frames and Linings (CP 151: 
1957) : Part 1 : Wooden Doors 


THE BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION, 
under the authority of the Council for Codes 
of Practice, announces the publication of 
Part 1, ‘Wooden doors,’ of CP 151 ‘ Doors 
and windows including frames and linings.’ 
The Code was prepared on BSI’s behalf by 
a committee convened by the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors. 

This part of the Code deals with wooden 
doors of all types used for normal purposes 
and with the different methods employed 
in hanging them and fixing their frames 
and linings. 

The Code includes a comprehensive list 
of definitions and gives information on sizes, 
weights and quality ef timber, on adhesives 
and on the use of preservatives. 

In the design section of the Code, recom- 
mendations are given on weather protection, 
draught exclusion, precautions against fire, 
spread of flame, thermal insulation and 
durability. 

The various types of doors and their 
different methods of opening are fully 
described together with accompanying 
sketches; and guidance is given on economy, 
strength, rigidity and dimensional stability. 

The work to be carried out on and off 
the site is described, together with recom- 
mendations on inspection and maintenance. 
The Code also includes a bibliography. 

Copies of the Code may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Branch, 2, Park-street, W1. Price 10s. 


BUILDING PLANT 
EXHIBITION, 1957 
Wide Range of Equipment 


THE Minister of Works, Mr. Hugh 
Molson, MP, will open this year’s Building 
Plant Exhibition at Heaton Park, Man- 
chester, on Monday, July 15. 

The exhibition, which will be open from 
July 15 to 20 inclusive, is the 11th in the 
series organised by the Ministry of Works 
since 1950 for the purpose of showing the 
modern machines, equipment and _ tools 
which are available to the building and civil 
engineering industries, and which can help 
increase efficiency and reduce costs. 

Some of the exhibits to be on view at 
Manchester are particularly suited to the 
needs of the medium-sized builder; others 
are designed for large building and civil 
engineering contracts. All of them, from 
portable powered tools to the biggest earth- 
moving equipment, will be seen in action. 

Some 40 manufacturers and distributors 
have already booked space and their exhibits 
are representative of the whole range of 
equipment available to the industry, 





Timber Symposium 


Arrangements have been made to hold 
a symposium on the uses of timber at Lodge 
Hill Residential College, Pulborough, Sussex, 
from October 11-15, at which Professor Sir 
Albert E. Richardson, KCVO, PPRA, has 
consented to read a paper. Further details 
can be obtained from the Regional Officer, 
Timber Development Association, Ltd., 8 
St. George’s-place, Brighton, 1, Sussex. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Housing Inquiry Rejected 
LIVERPOOL City Council, which is 

Socialist controlled, has rejected a pro- 
posed investigation into housing figures 
published by the department a few weeks 
ago, and it has also rejected a proposal that 
a report should be prepared on construction 
and workmanship on houses at present being 
built in the city. ALp. D. Nickson. chair- 
man ot the housing committee, said that 
out of 20,000 houses constructed by the 
Corporation less than ten had required any 
major remedial action after completion. 


Building and Construction Article 


In the ‘Britannica Book of the Year, 
1957.’ (covering the events of 1956) pub- 
lished recently by Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
Ltd., London, the article on the Building 
and Construction Industry is contributed by 
Mr. D. A. G. Reid, principal of the Brixton 
School of Building. 


Council Refuse NHI Claim 


Because National Health contributions 
increased while a firm of contractors was 
building 120 houses for Meriden Rural 
Council in Nuneaton-road, Arley, the firm 
has asked the Council to pay the extra cost. 
The Council has refused, saying that in a 
contract of that size—£195,095—the in- 
crease could reasonably be borne by the 
contractors. 


European Building Statistics 


The United Nation’s Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe, Industry Division, has 
issued the Quarterly Bulletin of Housing 
and Building Statistics for Europe. Copies 
may be obtained from the European Office 
of the United Nations (Sales Section), Palais 
des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland. Price 
4s. 6d. 


Tile Museum Invitation 


An invitation to view a collection of tiles 
at their premises in Borough High-street, 
SEl, is extended to interested parties by 
Langdon London Ltd. The collection is 
devoted to roofing, floor and wall tiles 
ancient, curious or otherwise interesting. 

Some of the exhibits have been obtained 
from the National Museum of Wales, the 
Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments and 
Historic Buildings Section of the Mow, 
the American School of Classical Structures 
at Athens and from other museums over- 
seas. Tiles over 2,000 years old are among 
the exhibits 


New Process for Opencast Contract 


Richard Costain, Ltd., have won a con- 
tract for the removal of up to 10m. cu. yds. 
of peat, silt and sand at Westfield (Fifeshire) 
opencast coal site. Costains are bringing 
over from the Continent a special 700-ton 
cutter suction dredger which will be shipped 
by sea in sections and built on the site. The 
spoil will be transported hydraulically 
through a 26 in. pipeline to an area specially 
prepared to contain it. A British-manufac- 
tured 3,000 h.p. engine will operate this unit. 
This is the first time this method will be 
used to clear overburden from an opencast 
coal site. Costains will associate with 


Blankevoort and Zoon N.V. of Holland for 
the contract. 


Portsmouth Conference 


A conference on ‘ Planning and Organisa- 
tion for Production,’ is to be held by the 
Southern Regional Council for Further 
Education on June 15. The aim of the 
conference, which takes place at Portsmouth 
College of Technology, is to discuss ways in 
which small and medium-sized firms can 
undertake pre-site research and organisa- 
tion. There will also be a discussion on 
the use of work study. 


LEICESTER SLUM CLEARANCE 
£1,356,656 Contract 


THE CONTRACT for the redevelopment of 
the first portion of the 27-acre site bounded 
by Wharfe-street, Willow  Bridge-street, 
Christow-street and Wheat-street, in the 
central area of Leicester, has been provision- 
ally placed with the Leicester firm of Sherriff 
and Co. (1943), Ltd., and it is hoped, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, to start 
work on it this summer. 

The £1,356,656 contract includes an 
amount of nearly £264,000 for the reinforced 
concrete framework of the larger buildings, 
which is to be constructed by John Laing 
and Son, Ltd. Of the 752 dwellings, 550 
will be two-bedroomed maisonettes in four- 
storey construction and 120 will be three- 
storey flats. Seven shops are also included 
in the scheme. Two acres of the area will 
provide an open space containing a child- 
ren’s playground. 

The City Architect is J. H. Lloyd Owen, 
BArch, ARIBA, The quantity surveyors 


are Edward S. Rose and Cooper, of 
Leicester. 
PERSONAL COLUMN 
Mr. H. H. Swirt, OBE, MInstT, who was 


the South Wales Area Officer for British Rail- 
ways (Western Region) until his retirement in 
October last, has been appointed a London 
director of John Morgan (Builders), Ltd., whose 
headquarters are in Cardiff. 

The British Wagon Co., Ltd., state that Mr. 
W. H. HatGu has been appointed contracts engi- 
neer to their subsidiary companies, Messrs. Oil 
Road Rollers and Messrs. W. T. Palmer & Co. 
(Leicester), Ltd., and not as contracts manager, 
as previously announced. 

Lt.-COLONEI Sir FRANCIS HuMPHRYS, 
GCMG, GCVO., has retired from the board of 
the Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
and Lorp Geppes has been appointed to the 
vacancy. 

Mr. J. D. O_pinG, founder of the company 
which bears his name, relinquished his position 
as chairman of the board of directors on 
February 12 and was appointed president of 
the company. In his place, Mr. A. O. BLUTH, 
formerly vice-chairman, became chairman. 


COMPANY NEWS 


Austins of East Ham, Ltd., have declared an 
interim dividend of 5S per cent., less tax, in 
respect of the year ended March 31, on the 
ordinary share capital (same). The dividend 
will be payable on May 7, and the ordinary 
share transfer books of the company will be 
closed from April 23 to May 6, both dates in- 
clusive. 

Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., have recommended 
a final dividend on the ‘old’ ordinary shares 
of 33d., less tax, in respect of the year. ended 
December 31, 1956. With the interim dividend 
of 24d. already declared, this makes a total of 
6d. per share for the year, on the 3,000,000 
‘old’ ordinary shares of Ss. each fully paid. 
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PITCH FIBRE DRAIN PIPES 
Building Centre Film Display 


HE saving in building time and cogs 

claimed for a pitch fibre drainage SYs- 
tem was the subject of a film show and 
demonstration given by the Key Engineer. 
ing Co., Ltd., on March 25 at the Building 
Centre, WC1. 

One of the films, entitled ‘Pipe Dream 
Come True,’ was accompanied by a recorded 
commentary and showed pitch fibre drainage 
installations in the USA, where this system 
has been in use for over 40 years. Views 
were shown of the processes involved in the 
manufacture of the pipes and coupling from 
preformed, felted fibres impregnated with 
pitch under vacuum pressure. The fibre 
pipes are comparatively light in weight— 
approximately 1,000 ft. of 4-in. internal 
diameter pipe weighing only one ton. 

With pitch fibre pipes the provision of 
concrete beds, haunching or jointing is un- 
necessary, so that trenches can be cut much 
narrower than for traditional systems and 
the drain pipes rapidly laid and _ tested 
regardless of weather conditions. Self-seal- 
ing joints make it possible to lay fibre pipes 
even under water if necessary. 

The second film, produced by members of 
the Key Engineering Co., showed the 
installation of a pitch fibre drainage system 
on a council housing estate at Keynsham, 
Somerset. The extremely wet conditions 
existing at the time of installation had 
made any traditional drain laying impossible, 
but by using pitch fibre pipes, two pipe layers 
and a labourer were able to lay a total 
of 185 ft. run in little more than 14 hours. 

During the demonstration which followed 
the film display, it was shown how fibre 
Pipes can quickly be cut to special lengths 
with an ordinary coarse-toothed handsaw. 
Each length has its ends externally tapered 
so that it can be fitted into internally 
machine-tapered sleeve couplings and driven 
up to form a watertight and root-proof 
connection. 

It is understood that the Key pitch fibre 
drainage system complies with London 
County Council requirements, and is also 
officially approved by the Ministries of 
Works, Housing and Education. The films 
are available from the Key Engineering Co., 
4, Newgate-street, EC1. 


RIGHTS OF LIGHT 
Committee to Advise on Legislation 


THE Lord Chancellor has appointed a 
committee to advise him whether legislation 
is desirable: (1) To amend the law relating 
to rights of light in relation to war-damaged 
sites or sites whose development was pre- 
vented or impeded by reason of restrictions 
or controls imposed during or after the late 
war; and (2) to preserve rights of light 
acquired or in process of acquisition by 
buildings which subsequently suffered war 
damage. 

The chairman of the committee will be 
Mr. Justice Harman, and the members 
Messrs. Guy Biscoe, FRICS, P. V. Burnett, 
FRIBA, J. Catlow, J. C. Craig, ARICS, A. J. 
Driver and G. H. Newsom, QC. 

The secretary of the committee will be 
Mr. K. M. Newman, to whom communica- 
tions may be addressed at the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s Office, House of Lords. 
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PES IN PARLIAMENT Mr. Browne.—Authorities who have development to sites that would be very 
indicated an interest in catering for Glasgow costly indeed, and Mr. Cyrit BENCE con- 
lay By Our Parliamentary Correspondent — overspill include the Town Councils of Kil- tended that in Clydebank practically all the 
costs , ing and Slum Clearance marnock, Kirkintilloch and Milngavie, and easy building sites had been utilised. : 
Be sys. Housing , , 43 the County Council of Dunbarton. Sir Davip ROBERTSON recalled that Glas- 
OW and MS HENRY BROOKE, Minister of gow had led the world in the building of 
ngineer- Mjfousing and Local Government, and Housing and Town Development flats, but those still existing were hopelessly 
3uilding Mr. Nixon Browne, Under Secretary, Scot- (Scotland) Bill out of date. If people were to be housed 
tish Office, on behalf of the Secretary of ne properly it had to be in modern-style flats. 
Dream State for Scotland, both gave figures, on T HE prospect that Glasgow might have There did not seem to be any alternative. 
corded March 26, for the number of tenders to construct large blocks of multi- | Mr. NIXON BROWNE, Under Sec. 
rainage approved in recent months for the construc- storey flats in the central area to overcome’ Scottish Office, said that as central sites 
System tion of local authority houses. difficulties which had arisen through poten- provided a very high density development 
Views Mr. BROOKE said that in the four months — tial building land on the fringe areas be- work would normally include a proportion 
| in the from November 1956 to February 1957 in- coming rapidly exhausted was discussed by of high flats. That was what the Govern- 
2 from clusive tenders had been approved for the Scottish Grand Committee when con- ment wanted to encourage, and for that 
d with 34,628 dwellings to be constructed by local 
€ fibre juthorities in England and Wales. For the 
eight— previous four months the figure was 42,039. 
nternal Mr. BROWNE said that in February this 
year the Secretary of State for Scotland 
ion of had approved tenders for 2,947 houses. The 
IS un- corresponding figures for February 1956 and 
| much 1955 were 2,414 and 998 respectively. Since 
1s and August 1, 1956, the Secretary of State had 
tested approved tenders for 13,856 houses of which 
If-seal- 3462 were covered by proposals received o 
> pipes before, and 10,394 by proposals received on oe 
or after that date. Six houses in the latter eT TeeeT 
ers of group had been completed. TRIPE agagnanaaa ~ 
d the Me. Hoy asked the Secretary of State for segues se seen ee an ee eee ok ay 
system Scotland what provision was made in the aunguasesage ce ts “ “dp “ie ne as 
sham, new development plan for Edinburgh for Seunseenes sees mrAAnNA 
ditions dealing with slum clearance and the provi- a 
. ad sion of new houses in Leith. 
— MR. BROWNE .—The plan allocates a total 
total area of about 1 acres for new housing in 
hoon. Leith. An addition, the corporation are now 
lowed preparing detailed proposals for compre- 
fibre hensive development areas for the Kirk- 
sngths gate and Citadel districts, and propose to 
dene build houses on the site of Leith Fort. 
pered Mr. Patrick MArttaNd asked for the — RECONSTRUCTION IN STALINGRAD.—Evidence of the rate of building construc- 
rally total number of new houses built by the — jig in the Soviet Union is revealed in this recent picture of Stalingrad. The view is 
riven development corporation at East Kilbride looking down ‘Peace Street’ 
proof and the total number of their occupants. 
why there was still no fire station and when 
fibre it would be built. sidering the Housing and Town Develop- reason they had included in the Bill a pro- 
yndon Mr. Mactay stated in a written reply.- ment (Scotland) Bill on March 28. vision for a generous subsidy for high flats, 
also The number of new houses built by the Mr. WILLIS, an Edinburgh member, who amounting to two thirds of the excess cost 
5 of East Kilbride Development Corporation is introduced the topic, said that many burghs compared with ordinary houses. 
films 4512 and the total number of their occu- and cities were reaching a stage where Practical assistance could also be given 
3 Co,, pants is 15,200. The provision of efficient house building in the central areas was by the Scottish Special Housing Association, 
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lation from Glasgow, 


Mr. FORMAN said that by the end of 
next year Glasgow would have to turn for 


only to a few projects of special urgency 
ind importance. A major Act ef Parlia- 
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ment had been rendered practically in- 
operative, without any declaration of 


policy to replace it. 

By the end of December, 1956, factories 
administered for the Board of Trade by 
estate companies in the development areas 
had provided more than 44 million sq. ft. 
of space. In 1947 there had been a slowing 
down in the rate of building; some projects 
were delayed for at least six months in 
1948, while many were turned down. In 
1951 and 1952 there were further restric- 
tions. 

The share of industrial building in the 
country was on an average during the years 
1945-47 more than 50 per cent. of all build- 
ing. For the two succeeding years it fell 
to 17 per cent., and from 1954-56 varied 
from 17.3 per cent. to 18.9 per cent. He 
suggested that the development of new 
towns around London might have an effect 
on the distribution of industry. He did not 
deny the need for those towns, but if 
assisted expenditure was maintained on fac- 
tory development there and cut to the 
minimum, as it was, meantime, on develop- 
ment areas, this constituted a distortion of 
policy laid down under the Act. 

Lorp LAwson referred to the new indus- 
trial revolution arising from the applica- 
tion of nuclear power. He was astounded 
that this new state of affairs was being con- 
ducted with so little Parliamentary control. 
On one occasion they were told there 
would be 12 stations, and before they had 
time to digest that they heard there would 
be 20. 

LorD ROCHDALE also mentioned the 
changing pattern of industry to-cay, and 
asked whether it could be assumed that the 
locations of the new nuclear power stations 

would not make a considerable change in 
the distribution of industry. 

Lorp Lucas OF CHILWORTH said that he 
had read that the Central Electricity 
Authority were prospecting along the south 
coast and into Wales with a view to putting 
up nuclear power stations. But who had 
said they could? To-day planning was 
badly organised, and while the Board of 
‘Trade were supposed to be responsible for 
industrial planning, and the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government for 
another type of planning, the Minister of 
Power was a law unto himself. 

If the Government’s policy followed that 
line, and they had said all the power sta- 
tions would be sited in the south of Eng- 
land, it would not be towns like Southend, 
Margate or Brighton that would have 
power stations but the best and prettiest 
parts of the coastline. There should be a 
Minister of Industrial Development in the 
Cabinet because that type of development 
was the plaything of a number of Ministers. 


The Government's Views 


LorD MAncrorT, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Defence, said that the sit- 
ing of atomic power stations was a difficult 
matter, and he would draw attention to the 
fanciful description by Lord Lucas of the 
precedure for finding sites which was rather 
like the game in which a child who is blind- 
folded at a party tried to pin the tail on a 
donkey. He admitted that the Minister had 
a free hand. He did not need to get plan- 
ning permission or industrial development 
certificates, but there was the closest link 


between him and the Board of Trade and 
other Ministers concerned, and the difficul- 
ties which had been mentioned were not 
treated in a light hearted or complacent 
manner. 

It was important to discourage new in- 
dustrial development in congested areas, and 
the Government’s policy was not to permit 
new factories to be erected in the central 
Midlands, Birmingham, or London,~ and 
since the war no new permits, except for 
extensions had been issued in these areas. 
It would be a firm part of their policy to 
keep down factory development around 
London. 


More than 600 American and Canadian 
investment projects had been approved 
since 1950, and that included a large num- 
ber of factories especially in Scotland. 
There had been recent announcements of 
other factories to be built. The Govern- 
ment had all the power and information 
they wanted and could carry out a review 
from that information. He had not been 
convinced of the need for a formal review, 
but he did not shut the door entirely on 
the suggestion. 


In the Commons on March 28, Mr. 
Gower asked the President of the Board of 
Trade, if he would make a statement on the 
building of new factories and factory exten- 
sions in Wales during the past year; and 
his estimate of future prospects. 

Sir Davip Eccies.—In 1956, 103 indus- 
trial development certificates for an area 
of over 64m. sq. ft. were issued for Wales. 
At the end of 1956, 66 schemes totalling 
6im. sq. ft. were under construction. 


Rent Bill: Third Reading 


HE Government got the third reading of 
their Rent Bill on March 28 with a 
majority of 60—the voting being 321 to 261 
—a surprisingly large margin when one con- 
siders that on the Report Stage during the 
previous two days the majority was often 
less than that figure. It is expected that the 
Bill will become law by Whitsun if its pro- 
gress through the House of Lords is not 
delayed. The operation of the guillotine 
procedure in the Commons has of necessity 
meant that large portions of the measure 
were not as fully scrutinised as the Opposi- 
tion would have liked, but no doubt the 
Labour peers will make up for that 
deficiency. 


Several new changes were introduced into 
the Bill on report, in addition to those which 
were agreed during the committee stage, but 
some Conservative members still expressed 
doubts about the general provisions relating 
to security of tenure and notice to quit and 
were not wholehearted in their general sup- 
port of the intentions of the Bill as a whole. 
Indeed, several of them were so unconvinced 
by the Minister’s reply to a new clause 
which would have placed a limitation on 
new rents that they abstained from voting 
in the division which the Opposition forced. 

Mr. Bevins, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, moved the third reading. He said 
that the Government would be scampering 
away from their responsibilities if they were 
content merely to pull down slums and build 
new houses and turn a blind eye to the 
consequences of rent control itself. The 
Opposition recognised that as much as the 
Government did, but it was one thing to 
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agree about weaknesses in the housing 
situation and another to agree abou a 
solution. That was when the daggers came 
out. 

After explaining the various amendment; 
which had been made to the Bill—dealing 
with the prohibition of premiums, extension, 
of security of tenure, tenants’ ability to 
claim for compensation for repairs or 
improvements if obliged to give up tenancies 
and the procedure for disrepair—he com. 
mended the Bill with the confidence tha 
the judgment of its operation would be 
favourable. 

Mr. LINDGREN, for the Opposition, com- 
plained that the Government had no map. 
date for the Bill, and that it had been intro. 
duced in the face of direct pledges against it, 

In the ensuing debate, Mr. JoHN Hay said 
that the Bill was a major step forward in 
the post-war housing policy of the country, 
There was general regret throughout the 
country that the only hope for those seek- 
ing accommodation was on the housing 
lists of local authorities. In London and 
the big cities the waiting list was a farce, 
because there were not the sites on which 
to build new houses. That led to over- 
spill and other housing difficulties with local 
authorities trying to find more accommoda- 
tion within the existing framework and 
having to go miles away, at inordinate public 
expense, and with the loss of agricul- 
tural land to build new estates or new towns 
if they could get permission. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, posed the dilemma 
of the Opposition by asking whether they 
wanted the rents to rise or the houses to 
remain unrepaired as they would do if this 
iniquitous system of rent control at inade- 
quate levels was allowed to continue. What 
rent control had been doing to five million 
houses was equivalent to a national disaster. 
The alternative to the Government’s pro- 
posal was to make council tenants out of 
five million tenants who did not want to be 
council tenants and take away their security 
of tenure. He asserted that he had no 
intention of introducing any de-control 
order at all within 12 months. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


School Building, Scotland 


Mr. GEORGE THOMSON asked the Secre- 
tary of State how many projects which 
were included, respectively, in the 1955-56 
and 1956-57 school building programme 
have not yet been started; and if he would 
list the local authorities concerned and the 
value of the projects. 

Mr. NIALL MACPHERSON, Under Secre- 
tary, Scottish Office— AH the projects 
which the Secretary of State expected to 
start in 1955-56 have now started. Until 
returns are received from education authori- 
ties after March 31 he cannot say how 
many of the projects expected to start 10 
1956-57 will not have started. 

Mr. Douctas JouNson asked if the 
Under Secretary had noted that Edinburgh 
Corporation had postponed the building of 
a secondary school in Edinburgh for the 
relevant year because of their inability to 
raise the necessary capital sum of £10m. 

Mr. MACPHERSON said that had not been 
brought to his attention. The principal 
reason for delays was the combined short 
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Fly-ash in Brick Making 

Mr. DopDs asked the Minister of Works 
what conclusions had been reached regard- 
ing the technical and economic problems 
raised by the large-scale application of the 
results of the experiments at the Building 
Research station, Garston, Hertfordshire, in 
making bricks from a mixture of fly-ash 
from power stations and clay; and what 
quantity of bricks was produced by this 
method in 1956. 

Mr. MOLsoN, replying on March 26, said. 
_The application to large-scale production 
of the techniques referred to is a matter for 
individual firms of whom there are some 
700 engaged in brick production and | have 
no information on the matter. The 
economic value of fly-ash depends on the 
proximity of a brick works with a supply 
of suitable clay to a power station produc- 
ing suitable ash. J understand from the 
Central Electricity Authority that in 1956 
some 25.000 tons of ash was so used and 
the amount appears to be increasing. 

Mr. Dopps asked if it was true that suit- 
able ash and suitable clay had been brought 
together in Leicester and Glasgow. As it 
was desirable to make use of this waste 
material was the Ministry or some other 
department frying to encourage suitable 
firms to use suitable fly-ash. 

Mr. MOLSON said that in view of the in- 
formation Mr. Dodds had it hardly seemed 
necessary to ask the question. 


Colonial Office Site Use 


Mr. CREECH Jones asked the Minister of 
Works whether he was aware of the 
promise given to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies in 1947 that to concentrate his 
dispersed staff a new Colonial Office would 
be erected on the old Westminster Hospital 
site, conditional on his releasing the 
premises in Downing-street; what terms 
still governed the occupancy of the Church 
House in Great Smith-street; how far the 
work on the new site had gone: what work 
was at present proceeding: whether, and 
when, it was proposed to proceed with the 
original proposals for a Colonial Office on 
this site: and, in view of the political 
developments in many dependent territories, 
what modifications of the plan were con- 


templated. 
Mr. MOLSON, in a written reply on 
March 25, stated—Yes. The lease of 


Church House is due to expire in 1974, but 
at could be determined by the lessors in 
1960 or 1967. A sub-basement only had 
been constructed on the site, and the only 
works going on at present are temporary 
measures to allow the site to be used as 
a public car-park. When the economic 
situation improves the original ‘proposals 
will be reviewed in the light of the situation 
at the time. 


Restoration at Stonehenge 

Mr. PaRKER asked the Minister of Works 
what recent action had been taken to re- 
erect fallen stones at Stonehenge. 

MR. HuGH MOLson, replying on March 
26, said— Preparatory studies and arrange- 
Ments are in progress, and I hope the 
trilithon and two outer circle stones will 
be re-erected next year. 

Mr. GoprrEy NICHOLSON said that one 
school of archaeologists was most suspicious 


of what was proposed. Would the Minister 
re-examine the matter. 

Mr. MOLSON said that there was pro- 
found suspicion among archaeologists 
about what other archaeologists said or did 
(Laughter.) 

Street Furniture 

Mr. WILLEY asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government what action he 
was taking in view of the comments of the 
Royal Fine Art Commission on_ street 
furniture. 

Mr. BROOKE, in a written reply on March 
26, stated.—It would be wrong not to ack- 
nowledge the improvements which have 
been made in recent years in the siting and 
design of street furniture. But I share the 
commission’s view that much more remains 
to be done, and I am considering whether 
there are steps which | could usefully take. 
| have no doubt that the comments of the 
commission will have received wide pub- 
licity among those concerned. 


2¢ 


New Hospital, Coventry 
Miss ELAINE BURTON asked the Minister 
of Health for information about the new 
hospital at Coventry. 
Mr. VospPeER, replying on March 25, said. 
for the 


—Negotiations are in progress 
acquisition of a site at Walsgrave, near 
Coventry. 


Site Clearance Works 


Mr. PENTLAND asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if he was 
aware that, while the provisions of Section 
11 of the Housing Act, 1936, would not 
have been complied with if parts of walls 
were left standing, there was no obligation 
on the owner to remove the rubble, and 
that a local authority acting under Section 
13 of the Act would not do more than the 
owner would be compelled to do under the 
provisions of Section 11; and if he would 
introduce legislation so that a _ local 
authority might be free to clear unfit 
houses without delay and without fear of 
surcharge to its members. 

Mr. BROOKE stated, in a written reply. 
Section 13 of the Housing Act, 1936, re- 
quires a local authority, when demolishing 
an unfit house in the owner’s default, to 
sell the materials to defray costs. I am 
advised that this duty includes the removal 
and sale of the rubble. 

School Ceiling Faults 

Mr. OsporNne asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Education why 
the use of 7,500 ceiling panels in the Beacon 
Hill School, Cleethorpes, at a cost of about 
£1 a panel, which had been found unsatis- 
factory only a few weeks after the school 
was opened, was approved; what tests were 
applied to decide their suitability; what 
guarantee was given by the suppliers; and 
to what extent the fault was due to the 
panels themselves or to the method of fixing 
them. 

He also asked if the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary was aware that the Beacon Hill Second- 
ary Modern School, Cleethorpes, which he 
opened officially earlier in March, had had 
to be closed owing to: feared faulty con- 
struction; that pupils at the High Holme 
School, Louth, had been moved out of rooms 
with suspected ceilings, and other North 
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Lincolnshire schools closed, and _ nearly 
2,000 school children sent home whilst the 
county architects were making inspections; 
if he would make a statement indicating the 
reasons for this faulty construction; how 
much public money was likely to have been 
lost; and what action he proposed to take. 

Sir EDWARD BOYLE, in a written reply on 
March 28 stated: This type of ceiling has 
several advantages. It has good sound 
absorbent properties. It has been proved 
under test to provide valuable fire resistance 
and it allows easy access to services. In 
certain of the schools mentioned, however, 
a longer hanger than usual was used to 
suspend the panels from the beamis, and 
officers of the Ministry and the local 
authority consider that, in these: circum- 
stances, panels might be dislodged by 
normal vibration. The authorities concerned 
are taking immediate steps to obviate this 
risk, and I understand that only about 350 
children are now out of school. My officers 
have brought these facts to the notice of 
other authorities likely to be concerned. 
The cost of the additional work and the 
liability for meeting the cost have not yet 
been determined. 

The School Building Programme 

Mr. SWINGLER asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Education if he 
would make a detailed statement of the 
reasons why 65 school projects which were 
included in the school building programme 
for 1955-56 had not yet been started. 

Sir EpwarpD Boy te: Fifteen of these pro- 
jects have now been started. Of the re- 
maining 50, 21 have been delayed in plan- 
ning, 18 have been delayed because of legal 
or site difficulties, and nine because the 
tenders were above the cost limits. The 
other two have been dropped from the 
1955-56 programme: because of changed 
circumstances, they are no longer urgently 
needed. 

Mr. SWINGLER also asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary for his estimates of the 
value of the schoolbuilding programme for 
Staffordshire for 1957-58 and 1958-59, 
respectively; and how those figures com- 
pared with those for 1955-56 and 1956-57. 

Sir EpwarD BoyLe: The value of major 
primary and secondary school projects 
started by the Staffordshire local education 
authority in the financial years 1955-56 and 
1956-57. and the value of similar work 
authorised to be started in 1957-58, are as 
follows:— 


£ 
1955-56 237,255 
1956-57 1,978,361 
1957-58 2,139,139 
The authority have not yet submitted 


proposals for the 1958-59 school building 
programme. 


CUC Silver Jubilee Convention 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer. Mr. 
Peter Thornevcroft. and the chairman of 
the National Coal Board, Mr. James Bow- 
man, have accepted invitations to present 
papers at the silver jubilee convention of 
the Coal Utilisation Council in Guildhall on 
October 21. The Lord Mayor, Sir Cullum 
Welch, will open the convention in Guild- 
hall and will be guest of honour at the 
convention dinner and dance at the Man- 
sion House. 
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HTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING oe , and-made 
Ode ae re Aint vengpae in Paxrmon BLOcKs OF VARIOUS Machine-m: 
pcg Hard Stocks ... ast hod oe --+ per 1,000 1 17 0 3} in . = oes ey 5 10 Fs tage 
ild Stocks (Ki t 2 te Vee ey i6 0 te yds. be oH 7 | 
por ee ee. ee his | an —— -~ = * 52 —" 
loaded free into lorry at the works St Meee ” 8 16 6 42 in. yds. ane ae cs 9 8 Note.—B 
of haulage is still very oa phe: gps ~ 44 yds. bic, aks - 10 ‘ si 
4° obtained frou job 0 job. Pp must : 33 yds ihe ese ‘ 13 105 s 
in. Nominal Flett : Sic . HERMALITE-Y TONG : LATES 
Caituice a gape gat auatiaiaae 515 . THERMA 44 yds, — 71 First-qualit 
ellular do... < om aS lee 0 HER - an as ap ly 
ger Et RS | ge PE ge eee ee eed in 
ustics a ia ear ore eco “oe - $17 0 in. ~ . ie one “ 6 ’ act! 

Cellular WS ns es ee (i ; 5 0 4 on 7 = ee m 1 . x B 

0 er na Commons i: | gt. exe “EE 7 ; 4 8h in. ° a ee ia is = 2x 11 
' mg a vee ane ae on et : 3 3 3 in. F FLOOR sce aa FILLER Ties ° pet 20 x 10 
aa! SS te ee 9 5 6 Torrydocde nt 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 2** 
Godan Ol 8s lam ee OOOO ce PO 16 x 10 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) |. ” -. > 5 in. ite wo ae | ee, ” 36 10 0 16x 8 

» Bullnose (London Stations) ... eS ae 28 15 6 6 in. "| ee a aS ” 43 15 0 Note.—Bre 

Cittninwum. 2. * 29 9 6 Sin dow we eB O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) = — ey 2s 19 0 8 in. ; _ es nee cod ee RAN a _ 8 0 T 

rl ge ites ondon sites a ~~ eee ” "x "x “Fill . Pa see cee tt whe a 119 0 IMBER 
5 ¢ ga cer Bricks (London sites) |. 3 3 13 ¢ 12” x 4" x f oa “ — ene ee 3 3 0 Softwood 

- Bes ourbri i i oe ” 4 3 15 . Po 
5 sistions) ridge Fire Bricks (London piers STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc ‘ale aes « 

in. do. (LondonStations)... 2. 2.” 3 The following are th : —- 

3 = Moles Pies Bricks Ppt sg ee - : 4 List (Nov., 1956) prions ‘ae yl Fog dg Gr Rindet Gate Hardwood 

4 Samet ek ok } 
fe’ doa chen vi Sandfaced Red Facings ies Delivered ex Merchants Wharf a Depot or Manufacturers Works. a 

in. Machine-mad ik ee Ee ” 6 ver pieces Under 100 pi 0. 
sites) on ° — ae Facings (London Best Quality ~~ “ns ee “Under ; font ““ 

24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London ” 1513 6 BSS Best do.... +10% —74% se - +15% > 
ae Se ae ae” 1513 6 | BSS Tene a +378%-147, Panta tye T ise Teak 
» ested do. 7 _ 3 6? ) %+ 157 
0 §=6+474%—-Th% +474 %+ 83% +474°%415% Walnut 
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re] 957 
STONEWARE D 
3in. Land D RAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 
rain Pipe inue: 
sin a iat — daa lengths) € DOOR 649 
9 in. do. as ae ote . had per 1,000 11 $ “ Deli S (in Lots I-11) 
see ee eee oe Se 2 14 16 : Ibi vered London 
“ see its oe 3 ) n.4H area. 
q. DAMP COURSE ~ ” 389 0 : y Qin x ‘ Heras Pattern 4 i 

) fi > ft. 6 in. de 
dh Ras eae i 7 Ib. per yd. ees 6 in. ian £s. d. 

widtl d. su 2 6 ft. 6 i pis ea 

19 0 F asestosb a ral 24 ft. rolls | 2in. J gpa 6 in. ‘ 112 0 

Led base ditto 7 ag 4 e and over | 2 ft. Pry top panel : ove : 113 0 

2 0 op — bitumen ditto ‘ per yd sup. ar |. peryds | 2 ft 3 a X 6 ft. 6 — “pattern 4 sc 8 in des Es ; 14 0 

$ 14in. X 9 "4 British damp sued per yd. sup. do. an Up. a an 2 in. 2 Pinel. Be 6 ft. 6 in. a hi eal 16 6 
16 6 Qin. X 9 “a5 do. ree oh ates 2 r 6 2 ft. 6 in. P — open. ” Patti Pe of ” > @ € 
18in. X 44 in. do. an ene per 1,000 43 8 6 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ern 2 x Gindeal © 211 6 
6 0 14 in. X 4h in. do. He i Rs a 3? 8 MW SUNDR 6 in. ; 
0 Jin. X 4} in. do. ews a ” 18 18 9 | Deliv — a : 1 9 
0 , aes eae i ” 19 19 9 Yb ered London : = 3 6 
‘ xen ; ” @ 12 n. W don area. 
: ; STONE ea 2 +4 _ ; poate bry Slabs, 6 ft. 0; 

10 ° Bath Stone— 1 in. oo (89 yds. to wig 2 ft. O in. in 
00 Monks Park 2 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 to ) ‘ 

0 0 St. Aldhel 24 in. d 7 (52 yds. tot on) per yd. 5 

10 m Box Gr 3 it 0. (45 ton) 8 
0 0 Delivered in rail ound — er | Quant 3 do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ” 74 

. Doulti “ Western Revi trucks at South | a M.cube 68 1h | din. este | ton 9 yes. to I ton) a 8 11k 
ing Stone R zion. Lambeth 9 1] ed insulat per 4 = 10 3 
Beer Stone. D andom Block 1h : ion Board, in. of thick , 
| cks. D i qua ness. ll 5 
Portland Mies elivered andon ene London area in. Hardboard do. tities over 5,000 sq. ft t 
rown Whitbed in cue if ” 8 11 Fy ey — per 100 s 
delivered in random block * 8 } in. — Flat B + sq. ft.2 2 6 
Yo ——- A tga trucks at > a bi average Roofing be t Building Sheets — pages: : 1 6 
rkshire Stone—B e Elms, B.R g Felt, 1- ss is a * 2 
lu -R. do. ply ... . . per yd. 6 
9 eer to site pam ‘Hood Quality. ; aie Meceehe ibaa aaial oe bias , 8 
stooled in. Rubbed, n 6-ton lots. : 8 5 do. ue in slabs 10 
Pa ae led cills weathered, throated and Gols Glue pearl oe ows 
. in. a an ut N . . perge + 
48 12in. x 3 in do. og ‘ ails 3 1n. (i- kewt. 5 0 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain co na adie do. 4 -ton lots) me 0 
7 Ke je rt Pisin coping ne jim: : cube 3 17 9 Wire Nails, rows pe (I-ton lots) pon 3 r ; 
; . do. yice thro: P= 6 oO. 4 wt. lots - per ton 70 
$9 3 in. X Yin. Pl do. ated co ” : in. and ) a 10 O 
in. saw inth, rub ping, 0 up (4-¢ fs 67 
gi | Temples and Co h:tubbed on top and face tS onven aes Lperéwt. “8 10 
thick, over St SIZes “ a 5 ” 3 
a ota coped r Stones, 3 in. 4 in. a ft. sup. 2 6 3 ae Joists— STEEL Jorsts is 
brickwo .  fairo rickwork x Sin., 8 a 
: ; Had York _) edge for fair faced per ft. cube 1 8 3 12 in, x 6 4 lain eu Sin. x 6in., 10: 
in. X 21 =< ae on are cut to | in. X 6in.. 

r 3 14 in. in. Square St te Extra for s ” . engths deliv: -m 

x 3in. R eps, rubbe ee 1 13 ye izes ered 
5 wn front ound-nosed 4 proehe  png edge per ft 6 3 & * Mt in. em % i eee . perton a 

5 9 gh he Plain Steps, ae ae ‘oo 10 0 4in. x 3 = was din. ... 26 

a $e aren, cape Nag hope tga per ft. cube 212 9 Sim x 24 Nee tee nee ; 310 0 
5 . ges squar d, » Siven sizes 2 * 4 4 in. ose pot = dua . ” 210 0 

ae ed, in random s - per ft. sup. 6 3 Zin. X 1}in Sin. X 3 in. es ” 2 5 
1) oo tt ria. x Hin.” - tae 

ivered Lond _— tak in. in. 13 in. x Sin . ee 

6G Machine-made on area by road in 6 tons in. x 44in. Tin. x Thin en «ihe 2 "ma 

10 Hand- poor ag thor eg and French pattern Tiles rom ,000 oe ioe 19a. x $ in. Sin. x 4in. . ” 2'd 0 
| and iles B es from se in. . X 7in. . ae } 

i Hand- made gee mney te bol ve 29 19 13 in. . ot in. i4 os rs 12 - 23 ees 
> | Beep’ items eit oo, [Re cie GEGE GR - 
0 M ade Hi affordshi ic ss 59 5 in. X 8 in. X 6 in. 6 in rg 

achin ip and Vall shire distri saa za 0 S in. 20 in. x © In. - X Gin. 
S| Cont es 104% 6h Vatey tes. eS 9 8 | Seana p im, x Ohta, 2040-74 m “e 
« ete e . ; 
8 os po Rel (4 “ oS see ee 111 3 Fabricated erage price “< - 
10} cei transit, 38) : ae a ans ; § 0 Pca cut adie London— 7 5so 5 0 
om iueiiet’ venmasiiien. 19 ; . Stanchions girders . sid ” 315 0 
l Fi ‘ompound sta = an 65 1 
rst-quali In Roof W nchions ” 2 
paid roa Slates from P Avera ork—Trusses an in 71:15 0 
6 full tru enrh ge pri d Purli 77 
1,000 actual. ck loads to po or Portmadoc. , Angle cleats prc fe not for awkw x ins 9 81 z 6 

ps x 12 Seaes tan ten, ee price psec § in., 3 in. and 4 i work. ; P+ bes 0 
: 2 : 12 = n. Per Mild area % in. bolts average 0 
9 =~ 1 ild Steel Ferr Ferro-C 

ee 0-Co 'ONCR per cwt. 
20 x 10 143 15 10 bin BSS785 ex x London St bars British CRETE Bars 536 
8 11617 4 pwards on Stock anufacture 

x 10 105 din. di é in. diam., 

0 . x 9 tee eae 99 . 10 Ye in oy ae 

0 6 x 10 an ae eee oa 9 1 FI e % dic per 
: at aes i 4 in. di ton 
: — _ , eee con ae eee ~ a eee 65 7 ; $ in. 4 a > J 0 
—Breaka coe a: eee 57 bad 

0 ge in tr or ie 14 0 os ; 6 12 
0 ansit, purchasers’ res wi 5117 0 Tubes to BSS1387 Mitp Stee Tur Z 412 0 
0 TIMBER sponsibility. 4011 9 Galvanised Tube and Fittings ry TuBEs ” ke 

a ” ae ail 
0 Softwood— Class A Under 1 ton oO poe and following di 
Joinery quali os 6+ So verlton W.I. Fitti Foes nal 
Carcassin ty was Class C + 26 é + 94% Light ittings alleable 
rd li £ qualit Ex a ie 6? +21 % ght + 36% Fittin 
n. T y Wh Black 4} % i %,, M gs 
Hi ongued and Gr arf per sta =a 24. @,, Malleable Li 
ardw nd G ndard y 434% — e Li 
Ks. Mahowany rooved Flooring = - to £140 pa A — 81Y e 25% 40% 
3 gany—African S. v 97 to £102 ‘lassBo 0+ 4420 — 134% P 
E. e £110 Class C 44% E % Ligh 

8 en Honduras d do 0 0 + 1942 <4 He t 1% M 
% 2 oo do. do. perft.cube 110 0 Delivered L catenin cavy #3082 BG 
e i n : ” ae - 

2 Teak meen Low 2 = : 3 5 0 ondon per yd. in 6-f. leng GuTTERS 

7 ; Walnut yt pootborin SE. da. > ; > § 3i t. lengths 

ri — ; ‘ 10 0 in. 
ican Logs sawn = Ss 117 6 34 In. Gutters N. St 
0. ss 317 6 4 in. 3/104 age Ende 
— = 5/54 3/9 = 
i aux ad — S/11t y 1/6 
eee 6/8 /9 1/9 
we 2/1 
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M 
ETALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. G 
inane . GUTTERS p THE BUILDE 
a ae : LUMBERS’ BRASS R Apr 5 195 
4 in. ste eee ee Gutters N Stop WORK / 
44 in _ eee — oes ‘ os w= —_ Ends Deli : ote. THE BUILDE 
dbing we 4/6 1/2 ivered in London a 
; te vs - se 6/2 A 1/¢ All per ¢ M —_ 
- os - 6g 4/9 1/9 Screwdown =. — pAINT At 
on™: in 6-ft. length C.I. RAIN-WA w= 0/38 a3 2/1 oa for iron cocks Crutch Jin. jin. lin. 1fi 
hit oa s ATER PIPES rs 2/4 Sc bib cocks for i ~ S2i- in. Ipin. 2j Delivered Lo 
24 ._ — we 6 Bins | a stop co iton a sas! 128/8 - Ceiling Diste 
3 In. . ae oa ie aes cae 8133 Bends Branch : Dp 0. with two u cks for iron 158/5 Washable Di 
—_ ee nn: 8/34 4/3 _ | ao oer nions for lead 89 ' 193/918) 363/- Gloss Paint 
4 one pe oo ik oo cs. DIRE sit 8/2 “ae Megs ball Galas <. Asis 36/5 aa 472/- ease 9176 Snowcem Cel 
; ae co Or nio Sse 
2 in. me Lec. Cc eh oe 12/3 7/- O77. iron... heen lead to ~— 312/3 Pr 67/- aye Ground Wh 
24 in. ans OATED Son. PIPES 8/5 12/7 Geniibiiteniin ws? /8 734/10 [Genuine WP 
34 c aa ~ eee ee 9/5 Brass lagi ae Idin. 14 in. Fig 52/10 70 Genuine Re 
ng — os + ive fy tte 1. 9/94 7/3 8/10 Br ee. a x ‘Bal= 40/8 in. 3in. 3} 16 165). Genuine Lin 
pn a B10 She Lead P. trap with e B/IL 31/11 36,2 Tigi ss soe Linset 
— eee Ww 
only. ove prices for gutters, icant oo) 14/2" He 13/2 my ith brass ames + x 6lb. 14 x 61b. 2 _ ee ab aif a tiene 
and tonna cwt. see List Ne ater and s /3 Ss rap do. 72 3x7 
ge allow ist No. 33 oil pipes fe 17/11 older . Ss |- c Ib, 
ance. 4-ton Se dated Fepneare |, under 5 cwt. lot Plumbers’ << ee - 144/- 2 Turpentine 
L.C.C. CoaTet a cent., 2-ton = oe 17h % “4 Tinmen’s a , /-  —177f- aH ; do. 
‘ 7D DRAIN P per c ow pip Bee JESS Bk oe cwt. lots 35 olignum, B 
4in. In 9-fts. IPES ent. pe ... . coe ie 2 1/- 14 lb. 8. C 
6 in. ote ihe _ ewt: at. Ib. per yd ae . » = 7 per Ib. ¢ oe 
con ids 1 17. yd. Bend c Soa ” l White Linin 
. eS) 33/6 s Branche ‘opper tub Copper 2 » 4 
All less 174 Asnesros RAIN-WATER : _ oe 3/3 41/- “ and Boorse hors S 659/1944 on tend AND SHEETS : 
Pipes 6-ft. | nt. discount. IPES AND FITTINGS all uring extras as ata price of 273d. VARNISH 
S. 
+e pngiie oper 2 in. 2b in. x 1 Extra aioe eee Bauge Delivered L 
— Branches ove see et a. 4/64 : in. ade j in. x 4 gauge nee oA a cwt. Oak Varnis! 
+ a — ar obiuse io ae rn 3/- 30 7/34 ia in. X 18 3, ne 18 Total per Ib. 414 a F = _ Ce 
44 in. proj. <. -_ 2 @ i | aexe a 7 * @ pprox pert. ty | costal Pap 
a. > = = Bie | 2 in x18, re: rox per. Uy | Eeeel 
Assestos O.G. G 3/7 4/4 ri 6/9 Rolled Co es tf ” ss 373 ” Ms x Finest Carr! 
Gutters 6 ft UTTERS AND /5 7/3 pl pper sheets ie 2 Front Door 
Dro t. — 4i FITTINGS / us gauge and up to 48 in. » 39% 3 34 Japan Gold 
Ss pends ... .-» per yd. in. 44 . manufacturi wide, basic bi ” 5 Black a 
yee ends os wale ~ 4/1 tt eam (Bek ing extras price 5 _ Japar 
sia een - n. Tia ese R unswick | 
— ~~ = oo a zs Sia Sheet Zinc 10 gau Zinc perton £277 5.0} Tere Blac! 
Union Clips a ‘a ane ” 3/4 2 1/2 “4 do. 12 pa a (25 sw) res ferebene 
- * 3/3 3104/8 M4 i. woe (23 SW t. lots upwards Knotting (1 
G sinddaniiatiniSet nites yin 2/8 3/3 se GL SWO) : we. se 
utters 6 ft. ND GUTTERS A 2/8 4 S 8 6 6 
Drop ends lengths... per yd in. * ee FITTINGS Brass tubes basic Brass Tu 8 53 GLASS 
pen ends sd ... each . ay 3/44 ash 5 in 6i ing extras ym. hates gauge a asd BES 
ngles nas ss Y 2/9 4/1 us ih manufactur- Delivered 
Nozzles es . oe  Y 3/- 3/4 5/8 ag I 
. ae en ~ ” fi - nt | 4 S one 2 0Z. Shee 
Union Clips... 3/4 A 3/4 2 1/4 mono SHEET AND PIPE wis eas 16 o» 
oe < / / 3/ ni ; 02, 3s 
1/2 1/3 3/- 3/4 4I 10 a price in mini s 32 02. 
1/4 1/6 /10 fome Co 7 inimum M } 
Iron—Staff be 2/3 L eis one-ton delivery to 4 i —_ 
—Stafford er ton basi ead one address i } win. an 
Hy Steel — Crown Merchant Q in tb aoa Lead pn English, 34 Ib. dress in London | 
Pere . e 49 s. d Lead Soil Pipe 10 f coils substance‘and upward £ Be 
viene ves hers 7 6 t. or ards — per t 8. d, 
eee ome fos 4 18 0 Lead Gas or Untint 4 in. dia 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ” 5 133 ) ; 
Soft Sh a x 2 6 Extras ov inned Compo . rm i54 10 
20 alee, C.R. and C.A.— St Merchant's 5 cwt. bow Basis for quantit pipe 4s 156 10 : 
ge tock per 3 under 1 ies und 
= gauge eee eta = cwt. poy 5 ton ‘ er 1 tins ” 154 10 0 
ove oes he ots cwt. cwt. se 
e 6 gauge oe ca oe Se — ou £ os. d. Smaller do. 3 cwt. ... per cwt 
siveniond Corrugated s ik... Sean aes = 2 6 ee ee ? ia 2 0 
34 ead is shoets 6 ft. to 9 " _ ” tee =. 68 Ss ; ori eat euttin and lead a soni ” 6 ; 
26 gauge i wi Da extra accordin son sn; huey tale tees ess than basis 
Gal sce es is > 66 Allowance fe g to current trad 1 basis charged 
pt flat sheets Cc. R. . me ss . 10 ¢: 0 ton wevetrnt Old Lead, collect - on Cc. r 
auge ont pe was “ o | shed at buyer's w 2cted £10 
24 gauge se c. A— — ee | : uyer’s works. 3 10s. Od. per A 
auge isi tee a eee iF 
oe ~ ve he ai So ne oss GRE FO lc ASTER, etc. 
MINIU i“ sas ne oo, MnO | oarse Pink in 1- Town. 
(B: M AND ALUM a WSe | do. White 1-ton loads and ov : Aberavo 
ase prices) INIUM | Siri er Delivere n.. 
Gam BE sic ALLOYS | Sine Course erotousie pion 2.23 | fee 
Sheet BS 14 18 SWG | Blue Lias Li O. : 2 3 ergavenn} 
TON (36 i lue Li d do. Abingdon 
Coil $3 Ut n. wide as Lime oO. 811 9 A 
SoC ror ene ae PO og ¥ rad | Aas 
wide) 70 NS 3 U in. wide)... | 5 Lump Li (White 0. eee ce 3 fan Valley 
Coiled am tility 18 SWG , 7 ae pLime (G e) do. : eee ~ ” 6 14 6 Aldeburgh 
p for fl (24 in. ae do irey) d wee i : ” 5 Aldersh« 
wide) ashing 99.7% 94 Whi : (Whit oO. “4 see 5 17 6 ae te 
Corr : & ‘purity 92 S ite Keen’ $0 e) do. : ce on 9 650 Al eton Ul 
erage sheet BS 170 WG panier ay ith Keen's or Parian Cement i —— ae hiram 
a EE BS 1470 NS. 3 Utility “Circular 30 | Hair Chips in 60m — ee oe CD i 8 Anblesi 
¢ Ss ypsum ‘ aR ee ” Amers So 
Corru t. x 312 in. 3 Utilit per sh Plaster L: Siedler Hl 6 6 ham 
eet ao = Figo SWS titanic 8 is ad ove ‘Lath or Base Board } in. vite. 40a Andover 
— section 4 fy Meal ded WG Utility Mansard  ” 11711 Do. ho a ein sot ea po 600 417 6 | Aagieus. 
trud 76 | in a5 rdingly. 
Exiru = section BS 1476 EG simple. cei ' in one cane. do. ai in. thick 600 yd per yd. 24 Arundel a 
see weay pon he 1476 HEIWP ; eo round Be - per Ib. z 3h Gypsum Pia weawiendnen s. and over ° 2H Ashbs ur 
ubing BS 147 1476 HEIO simple angle a | 12 fi aster Wall B . ee | 
Tubi 1 TIC 1 WP | in. di oon gs 26 | t., # in. th joards, 3 a " 3 0 ya weg 
ing BS 1471 ET hgh IF glege + iam. round, 2 11h Delivered >t > 600 yds. and 5 ver ft. wide, 610” 3D Ashby Wow 
$ in. O/D , 2 10 1,200 yd . in one deli pony lye 
/D x 0 ” 4 3 Do th aed oe € eared A hford (Ke 
eee ie ° ating d shford (M 
5 64 inenpdsiivery. Bi ~# in. th ” ot fa 
ry. ick 600 Ashtea 
1.200 yds. che a Site... an and over " 2 6 Aahton-uni 
Spatri 
es oan ws ” 72 Atherstone. 
” ilsboroun 
3 2 ee 
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e 
7 
eAINT AND DIST 
tin, 2} 
; 2 in, Delivered Lo EMPER 
Ceilin ndon ares 
g Distem rea 
Washable Dist per se 
) Gloss P: emper Me 
as 9174 Snowe aint ms 
/6 1389 em cement See ve 
9¢ we 
Hn sN6 aint (in Lev ves ‘se ESP Cw ~ 9 
We Ground White I - wt. drums) aa eee t. 1 ; d. 
0 pion White ead, | baron PRODI £9 ey per gal o : in. Fig 
0/6 165 ‘enuine Red ead Pai kegs ICTS AN oper cwt > 12 0 Ww ured R« 65 
in, rr Genuine Lin Lead, Dr nt, 1-19 g : Db OILS cwl. ‘i 0 hite Gr yled and 551 
8/10 1558 Size XD 3 Oil bb awe gal. ‘Wtaitel il O ‘esi do. — ip |. Cathedral, $ 
4/10 3 Raw L lity 28 | utty, | eg seal tir per ¢ do. tand oup 2... al, Stand: 
91) inseed ( 8 Ib. cwt. ins cwt. o. S vi hints... idard Per f 
5 Boiled dil (5 kee. per gi 9 | } peciz ints ; patter ft. s 
: ed Lins gal. ee gal. 1 ¢ in. P lI an “ i erns: supe 
7 eed ) ye > ir int — = Ss : r 
I oe al.) drums extra tial 3 2. | puts Ha = ‘ “ s. d 
) ra tee ae . 7 ia ) | l Ammer tee ss i kee 
24 Turper do ‘ eee i oe jin. Wir aminat merstt eee a9 
318) a substitute (5 S ty ees Le ~ 217 90 4 In. tone . "ag moreetog Reeded, Reed = ae 1 105 
5 UN vi 9 sur ; : 5 os a tied * 
& d, Solignum, B ao en BP ipininres ass gal 0 Hollov gian Wire phe: eedlyte i on 1 8 
r lb. Creo’ rown (5 ) gal. mse ” 17 3 v Gk d ¢ tee and 8 
3 6 Pas sote (40 gal. Me pal. ca ) do. KUT cco 7 ¢ P.B.2 iss Block ast... we eee . 3 4 
» 4 1 Pe ae bite ans) Exteri do. ‘cutie ) P.B.3 $3 Ss Sans ee . A) 
» ose . 4 ‘ eee " 
» 43 ite Lining Danei p ackets) or io ecco ” P.B.32 73 54 32 i eee ae re I : 
wiles ee ai oe 6 $ 7h Radiused C 74 x 73 34 in. eee es I 3° 
VARNIS eee u a eee ” 2 1 1k P.B = Corner 4 “a | re 
ylus HES ; : pert 8 4 PI ~ Block ye : 
auge , etc : per |b ? .B.3 . 5 to eee sus Rac 
3 cw Deliv . . pe . a @ PB : matcl ee . Zach 
t. fac geria London r piece + 6 : -B.32 ee eee — 1 up with 3 ; 
ak Varnish, ¢ area 11 4 in. P ee ce we os i “ +.6 
| d Oak Pale C a Jutside In olished Pp aii . i. = 5 ¢ 
f 9 Hard opal or Ir plate late ¢ eos ‘a ) 
. Il roa Hp do Oak bn iside $ not ca lass G« ~ aes . a 
al P. 2 ga von ” °c , j aul ony 
15 Cxeshell Flat Varnist Inside bee re ding ? ft Quality— bad coe 6 0 
Finest C lat Vari sh do : ate s+ Per Be ” sf - SUP. vice 7 6 
2 Front a age Vi lish do. ah one aes gal. 2 Jin. Pol ; 45 A sup. wt 1 6 
Japa oor Vari wee i dsaag ir aca - . oe sup ished Pl: 100 ft. sub te Per ft 
55 n Gold S$ uish aie te oe » 2 0 p. or | ate, ¢ fi. gun. Ai a te . super 
Black Japa me ee = se a. 4 I Note 60 in. on extra size ” , . eee 3 10. 
Brunswic 7 ru see ce oe = ” 3 ) al sting e way es, Le. - nt 
ae a Bla Black #3) rss rs ase te a 2 : 0 Not bias ing 135 ft 96 in. ; Plates ex exceed ' 3 7 
Tereb ack yas eee : a faa ” > > O N exceed . Sup. or ahs 1wa ding 10 . - 
ene vee a te : 27 aa ance 18 250 11 ys. G.C ft o 
Kn eee : - oo oa : 2 0 Plate ceeding 80 ft. 1. One Way 3. Gt ) 
8 pe (l gal. eee “ e + ” 1 4 0 St “i aaa 200 ft. sup. or d “ © way or —_ 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
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‘“Metalife A’ 
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*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen. 4s. 6d.; Labourers, 3s. 114d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mil ius is: Craft 4s. 544.5 | 
Labourers, 3s. 11d. +Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies po where higher grades are stated. ‘ iris , 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establi i i i } ive 
, per diy; Shen emploged te nae building industry ae y' prs —— operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, recei 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of w f i i 
pone ix 5 ca bee, ry ages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 6d. per hour. 


Women engaged on work other than 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 656 
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pvC Fans 

ORWITCH SMITH and Co., Ltd., 

Pensnett; Brierley Hill, Staffs., are pro- 
ducing axial flow fans in Oxythene ‘V’ 
grade rigid PVC which have been designed 
and constructed for handling corrosive 
fumes. The temperature of the gases should 
not exceed 70 deg. C. Two types are made, 
aseven-bladed and a nine-bladed heavy duty 
type; the former is available in six-blade 
diameters between 10in. and 20in., the latter 
in eight between 10in. and 24in. 


Night Storage Heater 


After two years concentrated research 
into the inherent safety factor of night 
storage heaters, the new Thermodare heater 
is provided with a guard and also incor- 








8. 
3 








*Thermodare’ night storage heater by 
Thermodare (Gt. Britain) 


porates a replaceable Thermal Link. The 
thermal link is constructed of a special 
alloy, which, should the heater rise above 
the maximum operating temperature, will 
melt and break the electrical circuit. It is 
not a self-setting device, but replaceable by 
an electrician, at very small cost. Details 
from 94, Petty France, SWI. 


Nylon Tyres 


Nylon is being used in the manufacture 
of the Goodyear ‘Earthmover’ tyre range, 
and it is said that nylon is, weight for weight, 
stronger than steel. Another advantage is 
that it will not absorb moisture. 


Metallic ¢ ‘orrosion 


What is called a liquid metallic coating, 


iz . 
| ‘Metalife ATR, has been produced for 


Tust-proofing steel surfaces that are subjected 
‘o high temperatures. It withstands, it is 
claimed, all temperatures up to 550 deg. F. 
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It is applied cold, by brush or spray, and 
is manufactured by Southern Metalife, Ltd., 
James-street, Harrogate, Yorkshire. 


Self-supporting Splithead 

Constructed in lin. OD steel tube with 
1 x 4 in flats as cross members, a steel self- 
supporting fixed splithead is manufactured 
by Fair Green Engineering Co., Ltd., Red 
House-road, Mitcham-road, Croydon, 
Surrey. 
Anti-static*Flooring 

Anti-static flooring is now available in a 
range of colours from Silvertown Rubber 
Co., Ltd:, Herga House, Vincent Square, 
London, SWI. This flooring complies with 
BSS 2050 of 1953 and is supplied in 3%, 4 
and }in. thicknesses. 


TRADE NEWS 


Midlands Plant Sales 


Kwikform Ltd. have started a plant sales 
division in the Midlands and. have been 
joined by Mr. E. A. Waldron. The range 
of equipment includes the new ‘Rob Roy’ 
contractors’ plant series with mixers, 
dumpers, pumps, saw benches and portable 
weighbatch machinery. A comprehensive 
group of small powered fixing and chasing 
tools, and tractor powered hydraulic exca- 
vators and ancillary equipment will also be 
available from the newly extended premises 
at Waterloo-road, Birmingham, 25. 


Supplier’ Appointed 

Burtain Ltd., 16 Sheldon-street, London, 
W2, have been appointed suppliers and 
laying contractors for ‘Bulgomme’ silent 
rubber carpet. 


Publications 


The following trade publications have 
been received:—The Precipitron Air Filter, 
third edition, from Sturtevant Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Southern House, Cannon-street, 
EC4. Leaflet 239, New Value in MK 
Plateswitches, from M.K. Electric Ltd., 


PORTABLE COLD ROOM. 
—A new lightweight portable 
cold-room, which can be erected 
anywhere by anyone, is now 
available in Britain and for 
export. Constructed of 7 ft. by 
7 ft. aluminium 100 per cent. 
insulated sections, each weigh- 
ing only 85 1b., the *‘ Walk-in- 
Freezer’ is assembled by turn- 
ing patented screws into holes 
and slots. Fitted outside is a 
hermetically sealed fractional 
horse-power compressor unit, 
using less than one unit of 
electricity per hour, pre-set to 
maintain the required temper- 
ature. From Penfold and 
Partners, 120, Victoria - st., 
SWI 
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Wakefield-street, Edmonton, London, N18. 
Thermoplastic Floor Tile Laying, revised 
edition, by Marley Tile Co. Ltd., Sevenoaks, 
Kent. Expandite for Joints that Move, 
from Expandite Ltd., Chase-road, London, 
NWI10. 

The Gypsum Journal, No. 6, by the Gyp- 
sum Plasterboard Development Association, 
GPO Box No. 321, London, Wl. Achieve- 
ment, by Richard Costain Ltd., 111 West- 
minster Bridge-road, London, SE1l. Mac- 
alloy Manual, McCalls Macalloy Ltd., 
Templeborough, Sheffield. Sanderson Price 
List and Catalogue, 1957-1958, Arthur San- 
derson and Sons Ltd., Berners-street, Lon- 
don, Wi. Aero Research Technical Notes, 
bulletin No. 170, Flush Door Manufacture, 
Aero Research Ltd., Duxford, Cambridge. 
The Reality of a Complete Lighting Ser- 
vice, the General Electric Co. Ltd. Prin- 
ciples of Forced Circulation in Hot Water 
Heating Systems, 3s. 6d., published by Sig- 
mund Pumps Ltd., Team Valley Trading 
Estate, Gateshead, 11. Dexion Angle, No. 5, 
by Dexion Ltd., 65-67, Maygrove-road, 
London, NW6. 


Branch Office Alterations 


British Insulated Callender’s Cables Ltd. 
announce that the alterations and extensions 
to their Edinburgh Branch Office at 80-82 
Hanover-street, have now been completed. 
The offices have been removed to the first 
floor, so that the ground floor may now be 
used for storage, thus doubling the store 
capacity. This will enable a larger and 
more comprehensive range of cables and 
accessories to be readily available from 
stock. 


Industrial Fire Prevention 


In a paper on ‘Some Aspects of Fire Pre- 
vention in Industrial Buildings’ Mr. M. J. 
Reaney, director and general manager of 
Colt Ventilation, Ltd., recalls some of the 
major fires of the past twenty years and 
notes that since the General Motors fire at 
Livonia, the practice of providing for heat 
and smoke exhaust has become standard in 
America, while in the United Kingdom all 
the General Motors factories are now being 
equipped with ‘Colt’ heat and smoke ex- 
hausts. Nash-Kelvinator, Ltd., and the new 


Jaguar plant are now being similarly equip- 
ped, he states. Copies of the paper may be 
obtained gratis from the company at Surbi- 
ton, Surrey. 














654 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Beech & Partners, Ltd. (578470.) Regd. 
Feb. 14. 306, High-rd., Ilford, Essex. Con- 
structional engrs., civil engrs., etc. Nom cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: N. D. Beech. 


Bernard Norman & Co., 
Regd. Feb. 14. Crown Chmbrs., 53, Upper 
Parliament-st., Nottingham. Bldrs. and contrs. 
Nom. cap.: £15,000. Permt. dir.: B. F. Hurley. 


Frank Tyldesley, Ltd. (578439.) Regd. Feb. 
13. 44, Queens-rd., Llandudno. Bldr. and 
contr. Nom. cap.: £45,000. Permt dir.: F. 
Tyldesley. 


R. Crump & Co., Ltd. (578456.) Regd. 
Feb. 13. Channel View Estate, Old London- 
rd., Hythe, Kent. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £4,300. 
Dir.: R. J. E. Crump. 

Erectors (London), Ltd. (578484.) Regd. 
Feb. 14. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 
P. Levy, 87, Craven Park-rd., ‘ 


Grays Developments, Ltd. (578489.) Regd. 
Feb. 14. East Works, Gumley-rd., South 
Stifford, Essex. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Permt. dir.: J. F. Dickinson. 

R. C. Siddall & Co., Ltd. 
Feb. 14. 17, 
Bldg. contr. 
Siddall. 

J. E. Carroll & Son 
(578531.) Regd. Feb. 
£1,000.  Dir.: 
Romford. 


L. W. Eason, Ltd. (578569.) Regd. Feb. 
15. 141, Wickham-rd.. Croydon, Surrey. Bldrs. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: L. W. Eason. 


P. F. Williams, Ltd. (578579.) Regd. Feb. 
15. Chansitor-hse., 37/8, Chancery-lane, WC2. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: P. F. J. 
Willats. 

W. Unsworth & Son (Westhoughton), Ltd. 
(578593.) Regd. Feb. 15. 299, Park-rd., West- 
houghton, Lancs. Bldrs., contrs. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: W. Unsworth. 


Clifford Beswick (Builders), Ltd. (578618.) 
Regd. Feb. 18. Aqua- hse., 24/5, Old Steine, 
Brighton. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: C. Beswick, 
Estate (Office, Hillingdon Heath, Hillingdon, 
MiddIx. Mrs. C. Leppard, 9, Leamington-pl., 
Hayes, Middx. 

Gabaldoni & Wood, Ltd. (578621.) 
Feb. 18. 13, Bedford-row, WC1. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 

A. W. Sawyer, Ltd. (578637.) Regd. Feb. 
18. 42, Park-st.. W1. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: 
£100. Dir.: A. W. Sawyer, 13, Chancellor- 
hse., Reardon- hse., Wapping, E1. 

William Cheetham & Son, Ltd. (578654.) 
Regd. Feb. 18. Birch Holt, Sheffield-rd., 
Unstone Green, mr. Sheffield. Bldrs., contrs. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. Cheetham. 

A. L. Cresswell, Ltd. (578659.) Regd. Feb. 
18. 13, Prince Albert-st., Brighton. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: A. L. Cresswell. 

A. R. Merritt & Co., Ltd. (578661.) Regd. 
Feb. 18. Posbrook Cottage, Posbrook-lane, 
Titchfield, Hants. Bldrs. and contrs. Nom. 
cap.: £10,000. Dir.: A. R. Merritt. 

Everitt & Towers, Ltd. (578704.) Regd. 
Feb. 19. 60, Abbey Lodge, Park-rd., NW8. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: I. R. King. 

John Prichard, Ltd. (578712.) Regd. Feb. 
19. 34, Chipper-lane, Salisbury, Wilts Bldrs. 
Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.: J. Prichard. 

H. W. Moult, Ltd. (578836.) Regd. Feb. 
20. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Sub.: H. W. 
Moult, Draycott House, Draycott, Derbyshire. 

Charles Horton (Builders), Ltd. (578769.) 
Regd. Feb. 20. Dorita, Browning-ave., Thorn- 
hill, Southampton. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir. : 
C. Horton. 

Farr & Featherby, Ltd. (578774.) Regd. 
Feb. 20. 23, Peterborough- rd., Harrow, Middx. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. L. B. 
Featherby. 


John T. Garrett & Sons, 


Regd. Feb. 20. 18, on -st., 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 


Ltd. (578471.) 


(578507.) Regd. 
Kirkby- rd., Gleadless, Sheffield. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: R. C. 


Ltd. 
Nom. cap.: 
52, Links-ave., 


(Heybridge), 
14. Bldrs. 
J. E. Carroll, 


Regd. 
Bldrs., etc. 
C. H. L. Emanuel. 


Ltd. 
Luton. 
: J. T. Garrett. 


(578800.) Regd. Feb. 20. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 


(578791.) 
Bldrs. 


Millchurch, Ltd. 
Bldrs. and contrs. 
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OFFICE DECOR.—The new offices in Quality Court, Chancery Lane, for the publi 
relations division of W. S. Crawford Ltd., have been furnished with desks specially designed 
by J. S. Foxell, MSIA, and made by Ace Associated Woodwork. 

Max Hageman, MSIA, the work being carried out by C. R. Price. 
called * Newsprint,’ 
reverse block of a piece of French printing that has been spoilt in the machine 


particularly interesting ; 





H. G. Millin, 35, 


Avon. 


Avon-cres., Stratford-on- 

Gosney Development Co., Ltd. (578821.) 
Regd. Feb 20. 118, Chancery-lane, WC2. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: A. H. Gosney. 

David Walker & Co., Ltd. (578832.) Regd. 
Feb. 20. 1, High-rd., Willesden Green, NWI1O. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: R. L. Dunsby, 
40, Mortimer-st., W1 (solr.). 











UNITONE 


(REGO. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Acoustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 
Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 
22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 
Tel.: Central 2291/5 
Sole Distributors for Northern Iréland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. (NW. IRELAND) LTB. 


P.0. Bex 72, 94 Reyal Avenue, Belfast 
Tel. : 26256 (5 lines) Belfast 





The decor was b 
The wallpaper is 
by Coles of Mortimer-st., it appears to be. 


J. Roundtree, Ltd. (578949.) Regd. Feb 
22. Bldrs., contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub 
Jean Herbert, 150, Strand, WC2. 

Greystone Contractors (Sheffield), Lid 
(578904.) Regd. Feb. 22. 556, Abbeydale-rd 
Sheffield, 7. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir 


P. O'Malley. 

John Whitfield & Sons 
(578936.) Regd. Feb. 22. 
Leonards, Sussex. Nom. cap.: 
H. D. Whitfield. 

F. Newberry & Son, Ltd. (578970.) Regd 
Feb. 25. 292/294, Kings-rd., Reading. Bldrs 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: F. G. New 
berry. 

J. E. Douglas & Co., 
Feb. 25. 1, Saville-row, 
Bldrs. and contrs. Nom 
H. Cairns. 

W. H. Brown & Co., 
Feb. 25. 58, North-rd., 
demolition contrs. 32, 
mouth. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Brown. 

Copthorne _—_ Builders 
(579044.) Regd. Feb. 26. 
Chapel-rd., Worthing. Nom. cap.: 
L. S. Punter. 

R. Moorhouse 
Regd. Feb. 26. 40, 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. Moorhouse. 

Payne Bros. (Portsmouth), Ltd 
Regd. Feb. 26.  Fitzherbert-rd., 
Hants. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Payne. 

Godfrey Giles & Co., Ltd 
Feb. 27. 6, Arlington-st., SWI. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Sub.: E. Leese 

G. E. Curnick, Ltd. (579108.) Regd. Feb 
27, 28, Clarence-st., Southend-on-Sea, Essex 
Bidrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000.  Dir.: G 
Curnick. 

R. M. 


(Builders), Ltd 
Marine-crt., 


£100. Dir 


s 


Ltd. (578982.) Regd 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 
cap.: £100. Dir 


Ltd. (579009.) Regd 
Plymouth. Bldg. and 
Ladysmith-rd., Ply- 
Dir.: I 


(Worthing), Ltd, 
Havercroft-bldgs, 
£100. Dir.: 


(Builders), Ltd. (579057) 
Park-ave., Clitheroe. Nom 


(579087.) 
Farlington, 
Dir.: R 


(579174.) Regd 
Bldrs., contrs 
Giles. 


(579120.) Regd 
Twyford, Win 
£3,500. Dir 


Freemantle, Ltd. 
Feb. 27. Ashley, Finches-lane, 
chester. Bldr., etc. Nom. cap.: 
R. M. Freemantle. 

W. Challen & Sons (Builders), L td. (579143.) 


Regd. Feb. 27. 36, Mackenzic-st. Slough, 
Bucks. Bldrs. 168, Elmshott-lane, Cippenham, 
Slough. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. J 
Challen. 
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OVERSEAS 


BUILDING 





(From Our Own Correspondents) 


MALAYA. Contractor for the Ameri- 
can International Assurance Co., Ltd., 
building now being erected at the corner 
of Robinson-road and ‘Telegraph-street, 
singapore, is the Paul Y Construction Co., 
of Singapore. Architects for this 11- 
sorey, £530,000 structure are Swan and 
Maclaren, of Singapore, and John Graham 
and Co., of Seattle, Washington, USA... . 
The six-storey Office block in Robinson-road, 
singapore, for the Commercial Union 
Assurance Co., Ltd., is nearing completion. 
The cost is £120,000. The architects are 
§wan and Maclaren, ... Denmark House, a 
nine-storey, £400,000 building for the East 
Asiatic Co., Ltd., is being constructed at 
Raffles Quay, Singapore. Contractor: Lim 
Kah Ngam Construction Works, of Singa- 
pore. Architect: S. H. Van Sitteren. The 
consulting engineers are Steen Sehested, 
of Singapore. A building costing 
{$20,000 for the new Singapore Polytechnic 
isto be built in Shenton Way. Franki piling, 
cast in situ, is being arranged by United 
Engineers, Ltd., of Singapore. ... W. W. 
Wood, Sons and Partners are the architects 
fora new Asian Seamen’s Club building 
being erected by the water-front in the 
vicinity of Singapore Harbour Board. The 
contractor is the Paul Y Construction Co. . 

E. E. Keen and Partners are the consulting 
engineers and architects for a _ semi- 
detached dwelling at Connell House, Singa- 
pore, for the Mission to Seamen, and the 
Norwegian Seamen’s Mission. The con- 
tractor is Tham Yong. ... Work is going 
ahead on the Shell Company’s £600,000 14- 
storey skyscraper at Collyer Quay, Singa- 
pore. The general contractor is Union 
Construction Co., (Shanghai), and the con- 
tractor’s consulting engineers are Steen 
Schested. The architects are Swan and 
Maclaren, and J. A. Chippindale, MICE, 
MIRA, is associated with the project... . 
Dorman Long and Co., the British firm 


which constructed the ‘famous Sydney 
Harbour bridge, will start work soon on 
Malaya’s biggest bridge, the £820,000, 


1,500 ft. double-decker that will span the 
Klang River. The firm will send its own 
engineers and compressed air equipment to 
Malaya, according to a Kuala Lumpur 
report. A PWD spokesman is quoted as 
saying that only one complete tender was 
received, though advertisements were pub- 
lished all over the world. The only other 
offer was from a German firm which, how- 
tver, was not prepared to Jay the bridge 
foundations. This bridge will take about 
three years to complete.... Work is going 
ahead on the £2m. Klang Gates dam, which 
was designed by the United States Bureau 
of Reclamation. A Kuala Lumpur report 
says that although the United States 
Foreign Aid Organisation had been unable 
{0 supply a technical adviser on the dam 
for the initial stages of grouting, one was 
expected in Malaya to supervise the final 
and very important stages later this year. 
This dam will boost the present water sup- 
Plies to Kuala Lumpur, capital of the 
Federation of Malaya, from 13 million 
gallons to 35 million gallons a day. 


Jamaican Agency Offered 

Masterton, Ltd., P.O Box 73, 23-25 Han- 
over-street, Kingston, have advised the UK 
Trade Commissioner at Kingston, that they 
wish to represent a UK manufacturer of pre- 
fabricated steel industrial buildings. Manu- 
facturers interested in this agency inquiry 
should write direct to Masterton, Ltd. It 
would be appreciated if they would copy 
their letters to the UK Trade Commissioner, 
Barclays Bank Building (P.O. Box 393), 
Kingston. Ref. ESB/7066/57. = (Tel.: 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776 or 866). 
India’s Atomic Power Programme 

In an economic report on India for Janu- 
ary, 1957, issued by the Export Services 
Branch, it is reported that a high flux reactor 
for engineering research is to be constructed 
for the Indian government as part of their 


atomic energy development programme. 
Work on designing a third reactor has also 
begun. 


At Bangalore on January 21, it is stated, 
Mr. G. L. Nanda, Minister for Irrigation 
and Power said that the government were 
investigating the possibility of erecting a 
nuclear power station. 

The report also states that the opening 
of the Hirakud Dam brought into service 
in January, marks the completion of the first 
stage of the Hirakud project comprising the 
construction of the main dam, the building 
of an irrigation canal system and the instal- 
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lation of power capacity of 24,000 kW on 
the main dam. 
Timber Firms’ Agreement 

Agreement has been reached between J. 
Gliksten and Son, Ltd., and the Mengel 
Company of Louisville, Kentucky, USA, 
whereby Gliksten will acquire the whole of 
the timber concessions and leases, buildings, 
inventories, plant, machinery and equip- 
ment, including the sawmill at Dunkwa, of 
Mengel West Africa, Ltd., in Ghana. The 
transfer is expected to take place at the end 
of April. 

Mengel West Africa, Ltd., will continue 
to operate in Ghana as suppliers to the 
veneer and lumber division of the Mengel 
Co. in the USA. This acquisition will 
nearly double the production facilities of 
the Gliksten Group in this territory, and 
enable larger quantities of logs and lumber 
to be exported to world markets. 


CONTRACT, OPEN 

*Australia.—Tenders, suitably endorsed and 
addressed to the Secretary, Department of 
Main Roads, Box 3903 GPO, Sydney, are in- 
vited for the construction of a bridge over the 
Parramatta River at Gladesville, an arm of 
Sydney Harbour. Closing date October 
Copies of drawings and specifications may be 
purchased from the Department of Main 
Roads, Sydney, or from the Agent-General for 
New South Wales, London. Ref. ESB/17080/56. 
(Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771.) 


AUSTRALIAN HOUSING 
Lack of Finance Cuts Output 


THe CHAIRMAN of the Conference of 
Housing Ministers from all Australian States, 
Mr. Petry, has declared that it would be a 
major tragedy for Australia if building 
organisations were allowed to break up 
through lack of finance for housing. The 
conference, which ended in Melbourne re- 
cently, was held to discuss the housing short- 
age, the need for more finance, and asso- 
ciated matters. Mr. Petfy, who is the Vic- 
torian Housing Minister, said the talks had 
shown that housing was the most acute 
social problem in Australia today. A short- 
age of work for a few months could put 
building industries back at least five years 
if they were allowed to break up. 

Meanwhile, the building industry congress 
in Victoria has stressed the growing crisis 
in the State’s building trade. The Congress 
has told the Prime Minister that while mat- 
erials are plentiful, building firms are re- 
ducing staff and skilled men are unemployed. 

In Queensland, nearly all the 400 building 
workers being dismissed by the Housing 
Commission have finished work. The dis- 
missals follow the Queensland Government’s 
claim that the Federal Government had not 
provided enough funds to the Commission. 
The Federal Government denies this, and 
says the men’s dismissals are a_ political 
move. 

In the House of Representatives, the Min- 
ister for the Army, Mr. CRAMER, said that a 
falling off in Australia’s building trade was 
doing good, as it was bringing down the cost 
of homes. Mr. Cramer said Australia was 
now getting real stability in the cost of 
homes. 








* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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Scotland’s Housing in February 


HE number of new houses completed in 
February was 2,701, bringing the total 
of permanent houses and flats built under 
the post-war housing programme to 292,974. 
This is shown in the monthly return pub- 
lished on March 29 by the Department of 
Health for Scotland and the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government. The 
total built in February 1956 was 2,001. 
There were 36,555 under construction at 
the end of February, compared with 37,232 
a year ago. Of the houses built in Scotland 
since the war, 263,895 were completed by 
local authorities, 1,232 by housing associa- 
tions, 5,441 by government departments and 
22,406 by private builders. 20,673 houses 
were built in England and Wales during 
February. 





NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans to be prepared for library 
buildings for the University of Aberdeen’s 
King’s College at Broad- i" A: George Bennet, 
Mitchell & Sons (F/A), 1, West Craibstone-st. 

Ayrshire.—Plans to be par riet for Ayrshire 
Barracks to be erected at Castlehill, Ayr. A: 
Mr. Thomas O'Beirne (A), Municipal-bldgs., 
High-st., Ayr. 

Edinburgh.—Plans in hands of town architect 
for scheme of reconstruction and additions, etc.. 
est. cost £12,000, at the Pleasance, for lecture 
hall of the University of Edinburgh. 


Glasgow. —Plans prepared for domestic 
science buildings for Pollockshields senior 
sec. sch., est. cost over £21,000. A: John 


McNab(L), 20, Trongate, Cl. 

Glasgow.—Corporation is considering plans 
by firm’s architects for scheme of industrial 
buildings to be erected at Bridgeton by G., 
Guthrie & Son, Ltd., 118, Landressor-st., EC3. 

Greenock.—Plans in hand for scheme of re- 
construction and additions, etc., at The Esplan- 
ade, for the Trust. A: Frank Burnet & Boston, 
& Bell (F/F), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by their own engi- 
neers for two schemes at West Stewart-st. and 
Nicholson-st., including boiler house, work- 
shops, etc., for J. Hastie & Co., Ltd., Kilblain 
Enginecring Works, Princes-st. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hands of own archi- 
tects for comprehensive housing development 
scheme with roads and sewers at Mount Vernon 
for A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., 2275, 
London-rd., Carmyle. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for petrol filling 
Station at Hamilton, for R. Dalgleish, Strath- 
avon-rd., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for halls, 
at Larkhall Academy, Larkhall, A: 
Watt (F), 34, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for part four 
development of the Knowenoble housing site. 
~~. A: Samuel McColl (F), 23, Beckford- 

Hamilton. 

"dann Ptane in hand for petrol filling 
station, etc., at Strathavon-rd., Hamilton, for 
R. Dalgleish, Strathavon-rd., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for additions, 
—. assembly hall, at Larkhall Academy. 
A: R. Watt (F), 34, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

ere —Plans to be prepared for the 
Archdiocese of Motherwell for church and hall, 
at an est. cost of £28,000, at Hillhouse-rd., 
Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in thands of own engi- 
neers for new ‘buildings, offices, etc., at Coltness 
Ironworks, for Reichdrill Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Newmains, Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for 118 houses 
at East Meadowhead Development site, East 
Kilbride. A: F. Scott (L), Torrance-hse., East 
Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire——Plans in hand for scheme of 
581 houses and -135 garages at The Murray 
(VII): development site No. 2, East Kilbride. 


etc., 
~ aK 


A: F. L. Scott (L), Torrance House, East Kil- 
bride. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for parish church 
and halls for the Church of Scotland, Edin- 
burgh, at junction of Tannockside-rd. and 
Laburnam-rd,, Uddingstone. A: J. Davidson 
& Son (L/A), 10, Bank-st., Coatbridge. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for comprehen- 
sive scheme of houses at junction of Limmer- 
side-av. and Calderwood-rd., Rutherglen, for 
J. Templeton & Co., Ltd., Templeton-st., 
Bridgeton. G. Lynn, consultant engineer, 1, 
Blythswood-sq., G2. 

Morayshire. Plans in hand for extensions at 
Forres Academy, est. cost £63,000. A: J. 
Findlay (L), County-bldgs., Elgin. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for 100 houses 
to be erected on ground near the Kilmacolm- 
rd. Av J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., 
Edinburgh. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for 84 houses at 
the Fox Bar development site, Paisley. A: 
J. Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edin- 
burgh. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans approved for buildings 
at wre for the Alban Expanded Metal 
Co., Ltd., Mary-st., Johnstone. 

West Lothian.—Plans in hand for additions 
and alterations at St. Joseph’s Catholic school, 
Linlithgow. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, ‘ 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications: the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
APRIL 8. 
*tHove BC.—40 flats at  Hangleton-rd. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 29 
APRIL 10. 


+Wanstead and Woodford BC.—12 flats in 
one three-storey block and eight houses at 
Woodford Bridge. Tooley & Foster (F/A), 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWENG are rates of wagy 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1957 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands _ of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 


Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 44d.; Labourers 3, 1, 


For apprentices, the rates are’ 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
& «€ 
Ist =e <8 oe ae 48 1} 
2nd di ss oe oan 64 2 
3rd ae ca <. oe % 3 
4th 3 Ne .. 66¢ 128 4 
Sth Ka 2% > ae 144 44 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 





e t 8. d. 
probationary period) .. 310 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. ke 








Cel’s. 


Essex. 


A, Midland Bank-chbrs., 


APRIL 11. 


*+East Suffolk CC.—House for smaltholde 
at Bramford. County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tender 
by May 10. 

*+Surrey CC.—-Extension at Kingston, Bon 
ner Hill County Prim. Sch. County A. 

APRIL 12. 

*+Harpenden UDC.—24 flats at Batsford 
(South) estate. C, Harpenden Hall. Dep. £1 [s 
Tenders by May 6. 

APRIL 15. 

*+Essex CC.—Erection of Warwick sec. girls 
sch., Walthamstow. Approx. value £144,70 
County A. 


Buckhurst Hil 


APRIL 17. 

*Whitstable UDC.—Two pairs of bungalows 
at Reservoir-rd. E&S, The Castle 

APRIL 19. 

*+Malden and Coombe BC.—12 flats Potters- 
gr. BE&sS. 

APRIL 20. 
likley UDC.—Three pairs of houses at * The 
Lawn,’ Burley-in-Wharfedale. E&S. Dep. £2. 

*+Northern Ireland Hospitals Authority. 
Erection of new Ulster Hospital at Dundonald, 
Belfast, in three stages. Secretary, 44-46, 
Queen-st., Belfast. 

*+Slough BC.—16 old people’s dwellings at 
Bayliss-hse., Stoke Poges-la. BE, Town Hill 
Dep. be 2S 

APRIL 22. 

*West Riding CC.—Renewal of floors a 
Stainforth (Thorne) Junction-rd. Sch. Divi- 
sional Ed, Officer, Education Offices, Goole. 

APRIL 23. 

Marlow UDC.—Six bungalows at Deanfield- 
close, and seven bungalows at Seymour Court: 
td. Henry Cooper & Sons, Ccl’s. quantity sul 
veyors, 64, London-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s 

APRIL 24, 

*Darlington CB.—New wing and alterations 
at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Abbey: 
rd. Boro’ A, Central-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s 

*Northfleet UDC.—52 houses at Painters Ash 
estate. E&S, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2 

APRIL 25. 

*Merton and Morden UDC.—Two oe in 
Garth-rd., Morden. E&S. Dep £2 2 

*Worcester City eC tteaaor sand etc. 
Pitchcroft. Town Planning Officer, 1, Hylton 


rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 26. 
*+Porchester Crematorium Joint Committee. 
—Crematorium at Cornaway-la. E 
Joint Committee, Town Hall, Gosport, Hants 
Dep. £2 2s. 


to the 
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APRIL 27. 
+york City C.—25 flats in two blocks at site 
1 (Jackson-st.), The Groves Redevelopment 
area City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £3 


APRIL 29. 

*Biggleswade UDC.—28 houses, London-rd. 
T, Wilson, E&S. 

Brighton.—Block of 15 flats at Upper Lewes- 
rd. for CBC. Boro S.. Dep. £2 2s. 

Eccles BC.—42 houses off Portland-rd., 
Ellesmere Park. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s 

*Reigate BC.—37 houses, Park House site, 
park Lane East. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 30. 
*South Shields CB.—Extensions to Town 
Hall. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


MAY 6 


. 


*Chingford BC.—32 flats ‘at Ainslie Wood-rd. 
BE. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
Grimsby RDC.—30 three-bedroom houses 


and 20 single-bedroom bungalows, etc., at Fair- 
way housing estate, Waltham. L. P. Bradshaw. 
MiMunE, MRSH, 1, Deansgate-terr., Grims- 


; Me PMD 
— MAY 13. 

Rochester City C.—228 flats at_ Riverside 
estate. City S, 66, Maidstone-rd. Dep. £5 Ss. 

NO DATE. 

*Basingstoke BC.—51 dwellings, Hackwood- 
rd. E. Almond, Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Midhurst RDC.—92 dwellings at Nappers 
Wood. Fernhurst. Council’s A: T, Greenfield 
(F), Newstead, Midhurst, Sussex. Dep. £1 Is. 

North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.— 
Hydro-electric power station with associated 
works (Orrin Project) seven miles from Muir 
of Ord, Ross-shire. Sir Alexander Gibb & 
Pinrs., 43, Northumberland-st., Edinburgh 3. or 
Queen Anne’s Lodge, Westminster, SWI. Dep. 
£5 5s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 11. 
Surrey CC.—Internal and external redeco- 
rations at five schools. County A 
APRIL 15, 
*Ealing BC.—Replacement of heating mains 
and radiators at St. Ann’s Sec. Mod. Girls’ Sch. 
| 


BS. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 17. ; 

*+Durham CC.—Cooking equipment for 
educational establishments. City A, Durham. 
APRIL 20, 

*Ormskirk UDC.—External painting of 264 
houses at Burscough and Ormskirk. 

APRIL 23. 
Manchester CC.—Road materials. 
APRIL 29. ol 
Richmond (Surrey) BC.—External painting 
and minor repairs to 193 houses at Sandy-la. 
estate, 36 flats at Stuart-rd., Ham, and 50 houses 
at North Sheen estate. BE&S, Hotham House. 
Heron Court, Dep. £2 2s. nee 
*Uxbridge BC.—External painting 498 
houses. H. E. G. Stripp, BES and Arch. Dep. 


£2 2s, 


City S 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


APRIL 8. 
tHerne Bay UDC.—35 groynes, 3,420 ft. of 
sea wall and some cliff grading and drainage 
works at Herne Bay. Lewis & Duvivier, 122, 
Victoria-st., SW1. 
APRIL 13. : - 
+Southampton CBC.—R.c. sludge digestion 
tank of 75,000 cu. ft. capacity, r.c. sludge con- 
solidation tanks and brick pumphouse, ancillary 
pipe-laying, etc. Boro’ E. 
APRIL 16, . 
Doncaster CBC.—2,775 lin. yd. of soil and 
SW sewers (6 in. to 21 in. dia.), 3,155 lin. yd. 
of kerb, 10,114 sq. yd. of 6 in. and 12 in. broken 
stone carriageway foundations, etc., at Cantley 
neighbourhood unit—Stage 5A. Boro’ S. Dep. 


3s, 
APRIL 17. 

Aylesbury BC.—Reconstruction of 600 yd. of 
High-st., on London-Birmingham trunk road. 
A4l. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 18. 

Battle RDC.—6,400 lin. yd. of 7 in. and 9 in. 
dia. stoneware and spun-iron sewers, manholes, 
tlc., sewage treatment works, access road, 
¢tc., John Taylor & Sons, engrs., Artillery-hse., 
Artillery-row, SW1. Dep. £5. 














APRIL 23, 

Chelmsford BC.—733 yd. lin. of road- 
works, incl. 33 ft-wide r.c, carriageway, SW 
drainage, etc. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Royal Borough of New Windsor.—Maiden- 
head-road improvement.—440 yd. of 33 ft. car- 
riageway, two 6ft. footways, kerbing and 500 
yd, of 12in. to 30in. dia. precast concrete 
pipes, etc. Boro’ E. 

Tees Valley Water Board.—2,370 yd. of 15 in. 
dia, and 1,824 yd. of 18 in, dia. coated and bitu- 
men lined and sheathed steel pipes and specials 
with Johnson couplings and flanged joints 
between Ormesby pumping station and Long 
Bank and Nunthorpe reservoirs, Ormesby, nr. 
Middlesbrough. ¥.._S. . Winter, MICE, 
AMiInst.WE, E. and Gnl. Mgr. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 27. 

Thorne RDC.—800 yd. of 15 in. and 24 in. 
dia. concrete tube sewers and 210 yd. of 42 in. 
dia. concrete tube storage culvert, all with 
Cornelius joints, manholes, 840 yd. of 18 in 
dia. spun-iron rising main with flexible joints. 
extension to existing pumping station at Kirton- 
la.. Stainforth, etc. H. Radford & Son, 
Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 57, Goldsmith-st., Notting- 
ham. Dep. £3 3s. j 

Thorne RDC.—2.700 yd. of 10 in. dia. iron 
pumping main, 480 yd. of 24 in. dia. iron efflu- 
ent outfall, an addition, in r.c. and brickwork. 
to sewage pumping station at West-st., and 
other appurtenant works. W. H. Radford & 
Son, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 57, Goldsmith-st., 
Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 30. 

Caistor RDC.—-2,650 yd. of 6 in. dia. con- 
crete tube and salt glazed ware sewers, 50 pre- 
cast concrete manholes, sewage pumping station, 
430 yd, of 4 in. dia. spun-iron rising main and 
sewage disposal works at Waddingham. John 
H. Haiste & Ptnrs., Ccl’s. constg. engr., Bel- 
mont-hse., 20, Wood-la., Headingley, Leeds, 6. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 3. 

Holderness RDC.—15 miles of stoneware 
sewers and drains, 12 in. to 4 in. dia., 34 miles 
of CI rising mains, 7 in. to 4 in. dia., with man- 
holes, etc., five ejector stations, four pumping 
stations and sewage purification: works in Burst- 
wick, Keyingham and Thorngumbald area, John 
Dossor, MICE, Ccl’s. constg, engr., Monk Bar- 
chbrs., York. Dep. £10. 

Ramsey, Hunts, UDC.—44 miles of stone- 
ware, concrete and CI sewers of 6 in. to 18 in. 
dia., drain connections, manholes, etc.. sewage 
disposal works and two sewage pumping 
stations and rising mains. Pick, Everard, Keay 
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& Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 


£5 5s. 
MAY 24. 

Lancashire CC.—11.6 miles of new motor- 
way from Hampson Green to north of Carn- 
forth special road, Lancaster By-pass, includ- 
ing 27 bridges of various types, both under and 
over motor road. County S & Bridgemaster. 


Dep. £50. 
NO DATE 
Amesbury RDC.—Contract No. 6: 1 million 
gallon r.c, reservoir, with some incidental pipe- 
laying at Earl’s Farm Down.—Contract No. 7; 
15 miles of 3 in. to 8 in. dia, spun-iron mains 
with property service connections, etc., in 
Bourne Valley. Either or both. Lemon and 
Blizard, constg. engrs. to Ccl., Lansdowne- 
hse., Castle-la., Southampton., 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dagenham.—ScHoo. ADDITIONS.—Approval 
has been given by the Local Education Autho- 
rity to the carrying out during 1957/58 of the 
following additions to voluntary aided schools: 
St. Josephs RC Primary, 2 classrooms, £10,000 ; 
St. Peters RC Primary, 2 classrooms—First in- 
stalment of new school, £10,000. 

Holborn.—CeENTRAL SCHOOL AND COLLEGE.— 
Preliminary plans have been approved by the 
LCC Further Education Sub. Com. for an ex- 
tension to the rear of the central school of arts 
and crafts, Southampton-row, WC1, incorpor- 
ating new premises for Princeton college of 
languages and commerce, now at Bedford-row. 
The proposed building consists of a 12-storey 
block linked to the old building at first floor 
level by enclosed bridges. and fronting Red 
Lion-sq., where the entrance to Princeton college 
will be. Three fast lifts will convey students to 
their classrooms on thé six upper floors, which 
will also contain the administrative and com- 
munal rooms, with a lecture room and garden 
on the roof. On the lower floors there will be 
a theatre to seat 380, a restaurant and libraries 
and both colleges will be served by an under- 
ground car park for 42 cars. New oil-fired 
boilers and ventilating plant are to be provided 
and considerable alterations and redecorations 
to the old building are included in the total 
estimated cost of £896,610. Work is not expected 
to start until the end of 1958. A further exten- 
sion of the premises to cover part of the trian- 
gular site bounded by Theobalds-rd., Drake-st. 
and Paston-st. is proposed, but this site will 
not be available until 1960. 

London CC.—Specrat ScHoots.—The LCC 
Special Education Sub-Com. is to submit to the 
Minister of Education the following projects 
for inclusion in the 1958/59 programme :— 

(i) Improvements to and extension of Ray- 
ners boarding school for deaf children, Penn, 
Buckinghamshire (£75,000); 

ii) Adaptations and additions to Elm Court 
primary school, Norwood, to provide 160 day 
school places for physically handicapped child- 
ren (£30,000) ; 

(iii) Erection of a new day school for 180 
educationally sub-normal children on the site 
of the former Holly Court school, St. Pancras 


Dep. 


(£60,000); and 
(iv) Rebuilding of Burrow Hill boarding 
special school, Frimley, Surrey, to provide 


places for 140 educationally sub-normal child- 
ren (£145,633). 

Southwark.—ScHooL ExTENSIONS.—The LCC 
Education Com. has approved a scheme for ex- 
tensions and improvements to Walworth county 
secondary school estimated to cost £261,940. 

Wandsworth.—Houses, FLATS, MAISONETTES 
AND GARAGES.—The LCC has approved plans 
for the development of three small sites at 
Thornton-rd., adjoining the Thornton Gardens 
estate, SW12, by a terrace of five two-storey 
houses, a four-storey block of 16 maisonettes, 
a six-storey block of 31 flats (with lift), 25 
tenants’ stores, 18 garages and a children’s play 
space. 

Woolwich.—FLats.—The Housing Com. has 
approved layout plans for the third stage re- 
development of the Sunbury-st. area. The 
scheme comprises 52 two-bedroom and 39 one 
bedroom flats in four four-storey blocks. The 
Boro’ Eng. is W. H. Gimson, OBE, MInstCE. 

Woolwich.—F.Lats, Houses, MAISONETTES 
AND BUNGALOWS.—The Housing Com. has ap- 
proved a layout plan for the redevelopment of 
a site at the junction of Bexley-rd. and South- 
end-cres., Eltham, at present occupied by Con- 
duit Lodge, Barn House, and temporary dwell- 
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ings, by 12 blocks including a_ seven-storey 
point-block at the road junction comprising 
169 dwellings as follows: — 

70 one-bedroom flats, 58 two-bedroom flats, 
14 three-bedroom flats, 4 three-bedroom houses, 
13 three-bedroom maisonettes, and 10 one-bed- 
room bungalows, 17 garages are also included 
in the scheme. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC approved plans for 
new public-house and bungalow at junction of 
Lees-rd. and Broadoak-rd. for Gartsides Brook- 
side Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Atherton.—Lancs CC considering erection of 
occupation centre for mentally handicapped 
people at Gloucester-st. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Hann & Little, builders. 
Parklands-ave., Billingham, to erect 15 bunga- 
lows at Buxton-gdns. 

Bishop Auckland.—Northumberland Hotels. 
Ltd., 7, Manor-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose 
extensive structural and internal improvements 
to Royal Hotel, Witton Park, Bishop Auckland. 

Blackburn.—L icensing Justices approved erec- 
tion of new hotel to replace Knowles Arms, 
Pleckgate. for Matthew Brown & Co.. Ltd. 
£30,000 est. 

Blyth.—Blyth Dry Docks and Shipbuilding 
Co., Ltd., have acquired land for extensions to 
their dry docks and shipyard, £1,500,000 est. 

Boldon.—William Leech (Builders), Ltd.. St. 
James-st.. Newcastle-on-Tyne. are to develop 
private housing estate at Boldon-la.. Cleadon. 

Carlisle—Border Engineering Contractors. 
Ltd., Queen-st., Whitehaven. to erect houses on 
land adjoining London-rd.. Highwood-cres. 
and Cumwhinton-rd. 

Castle Ward.—RDC has approved plans for 
10 houses. S: E. Dimmock. 

Chesterfield.—EC proposes new library biock 
at William Rhodes sec. sch. A: Wilcockson & 


Cutis, 12, Saltergate, Chesterfield. 
Chester-le-Street.—Turner & Townsend. 71, 
Linthorpe-rd.. | Middlesbrough, have been 


appointed QS for old people’s hostel for Dur- 
ham CC. ; 
Coventry.—TC to prepare working drawings 
for Block “J*’ and North Link Block in 
Central Area Reconstruction: proposes erection 
of 4-storey blocks of dwellings at Foleshill] 
Park. 
Crompton.—UDC 


approved plans for 3- 


storey extension to Clough Mill, Shaw. for 
Joshua Milne. Ltd. .. 
Cumberland.—RC Authorities seek site at 


Seascale for erection of new church and presby- 
tery. 

Darlington.—Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm (A), 
AMTPI. Central-bldgs.. Darlington. has been 
instructed to prepare plans for first stage of 
scheme for extensions to abattoir. 

Durham.—County- EC is recommended to 


extend and improve Dinsdale Park sch. to 
include new kitchen block. common class- 
rooms, etc. Over £10,000 est. County A: 
G. R. Clayton (F). 

Durham.—CC to carry out additions to 
Whickham jun. mixed and infants’ sch., to 


plans by County A. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—Durham County EC pians 
to build five schools and possibly seven in 
Felling area. County A. 

Keighley.—Bronte Society proposes carrying 
out improvements to Haworth Parsonage 
Museum. <A: D. M. Jones, 7, Blenheim-ter.. 
Leeds. 

Leeds.—Jewish Authorities propose erection 
of new synagogue at Street-la.. Leeds. A: 
J. G. L. Poulson (L), 29, Ropergate, Pontefract. 

Macclesfield.—Ind Coone & Alsopp, Ltd.. 
propose erection of new onpublic-house at 
Weston estate, 

Manchester.—TC approved extensions to 
church and Sunday school at corner of Santley- 
st. and North-rd.. Longsight, for Trustees of 
North-rd. Methodist Church. A: Halliday & 
Agate {(F,/F), 4, Fountain-st., Manchester.— 
TC approved plans for two-storey building for 
use as shop, food hall, drug store and grocery 
warehouse at 65-69, Downing-st., Ardwick. for 
Manchester and Salford Equitable Co-operative 
Socy., Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Town Improvement 
and Streets Com. has approved plans for two 
classrooms at North Fawdon prim. sch., four 
classrooms at Mountfield prim. sch. and exten- 
sions to College of Art and Industrial Design 


(3rd stage) for City C. City A: G. Kenyon 
i’), AMPTI, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-on- 
yne, 

Oswestry.—RDC proposes erection of 20 
houses at Morda next year. 

Preston.—BC proposes erection of 10 aged 
persons’ bungalows in central area of Farring- 
don Park estate. 

Settle.—West Riding EC proposes extens’ons 
at Settle high school. 

Stafford.—The Round Table 
proposes new community centre 
people at North Walls site. 

Sunderland.—W. & T. R. Milburn (A), 18, 
Faweett-st., Sunderland. are A for rebuilding 
warehouse and administrative offices at Nile- 
st. for W. G. Huntley & Sons. and 12 houses 
near Chester-rd. for C. Harrison.—Boro’ A 
(H. C. Bishop) has prepared plans for new 
tech. college at Cowan-terr. for EC.—North- 
Eastern Breweries, Ltd., to extend ‘ Albion’ 
public-house to plans by their Staff A: N. H. 
Cox (A), The Brewery, Sunderland.—G. T. 
Brown & Son (F/A), 53, Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
land, prepared plans for 50 bungalows at Bain- 
bridge Holme estate for R. L. S. Pemberton. 

Tynemouth.—Boro’ E (D. M. O’Herlihy), 16, 
Northumberland-sq... North Shields, has pre- 
pared plans for three-storey flats and maison- 
ettes at John-st.. Cullercoats. 

Wakefield.—Prices Taylors, Ltd.. Kirkstall- 
rd., Leeds. propose erection of three shops at 
Kirkgate. Plans by Staff A: D. Greenwood 
(A). 


Organisation 
for blind 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
* Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
€ Denotes accepted by Government Depart- 
ments. 
Barnsley.—104 houses at Rotherham-rd. site, 
for TC. *Direct labour. £131,160. 
Bediington.—152 houses at Cleasewell 
and Stakeford-cres.. for UDC. S: A. 
Dennis. *Myton, Ltd.. Hull. £222,283. 
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Billingham-on-Tees.—Office and laboratory 


buildings, for British Titan Prod 
Haverton Hill. Steelwork, *Edward W, rigs 
Co., Ltd., Ocean Ironworks, Manchester 17 


Foundations, *Holst & Co., Ltd., Clare 
rd., Watford. Herts. Clarendon. 

Bradford.—17 aged persons’ 
recreation centre at Thorpe estate, for TC 
*Arthur Gibbs & Son (Pudsey), Ltd, 4g 
Richardshaw-la., Pudsey. £29,944 —Erection of 
Rhodesway sec. sch,, for E.C. *F. Shepherd & 
Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. £296,947 

Brighouse.—Six bungalows, eight single per. 
sons’ flats and three three-bedroomed houses aj 
Stoney-la. estate, for BC. Boro’ E&S: H. A 
Sneezum, AMICE, MIMunE. *Hare & Lister 
Ltd. £19,832 (negotiated tender, subject to ap. 
proval of MH&LG). 

Ceiriog.—10 houses at Pentre and 7 houses 
and 2 bungalows at Chirk, for RDC. *D. Clark 
Wrexham. £33,663. i 

Cheltenham.—20 maisonettes at Pitman-rd 
for BC. Boro’ S. *Costelloe & Kemple, Ltd, 
£23,513 (subject to Ministry approval), , 

Cheltenham.—15 old people’s flats at Mendip. 
rd. for TC. Boro’ S: G. G. Marsland, MBE. 
AMInstCE, MIMunE. *T. W. Tily & Son. 
Lid., £17.331 (subject to Ministry approval), 

Cleethorpes.—24 — single-bedroom flats at 
Thornton-cres., Trinity-rd. housing site, for BC. 
Boro’ E&S: A. B. Cooper. AMInst.CE.. 
FRICS. QS: John Watson & Carter, Hull, 
tJ. G. Cockin & Son, Tetney, nr. Grimsby. 
£21,463 (subject to MH&LG approval), 

Crosby.—90 dwellings at Brownmoor-la, site. 
for TC. *Gregory Construction Co., Ltd.. 37, 
Hope-st., Liverpool. £138,866. 

Derbyshire.—New Hope Valley sec. mod. sch., 
for CC. *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd. 
Haydn-rd., Nottingham. 

Dudley.—New licensed premises at Bramble 
Green. *A. H. Guest, Ltd., Stourbridge. 

Dumbarton.—New buildings at 46, High-st.. 
for Dumbarton Co-operative Socy.. Ltd., 32, 
High-st. Building works. *James Macdougall 
& Co., Ltd., Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton: struc- 
tural steel works, *Bladen & Co., Ltd., Park- 
head Girder Works, 25, Ogilvie-st.. Glasgow: 
roofing, *William Briggs & Sons, Ltd., 3, Clare- 
ment-gdns., 200, Old Dumbarton-rd., Partick, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—978 houses at  Easterhouse 
Baillieston, Archibald G. Jury (F), 20, Trongate, 
*Direct labour. £1,686,318. 

Gosforth.—New premises. for Gosforth and 
Coxlodge District. British Legion Club. A: 
A. S. Waring (A), 36, Jesmond-rd.. Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, *G. Emmerson (Builders), Ltd. 
Salters-rd., Gosforth. £19,000. 

Hartlepool.—S2 houses at King Oswy-dr.. for 
TC. Boro’ E: John Wilkin, *Atter & Davison, 
Northgate, Hartlepool, £68,627. 

Het-efordshire.—Erection of Redhill mixed 
sec. sch., for CC. County A: W. Usher (F) 
*Hiles & Mussell, The Forge, ‘Belmont-rd.. 
Hereford. 

Jarrow.—42 houses at Simonside View. for 

: Boro’ E: H. W. T. Perkins.  *Direct 
labour. 

Lancaster.—Additional classrooms at girls’ 
grammar sch., for CC. *Wood & Brooks, Ltd., 
Morecambe. 

Leicester.—550 two-bedroomed  four-storey 
maisonettes: 120 one-bedroomed three-storey 
flats; four two-bedroomed two-storey maison- 
ettes to be built over shops; 62  three-bed- 
roomed four-storey maisonettes; 16 three-bed- 
roomed two-storey houses; and seven shops, at 
Wharfe-st. clearance area, for City C. City A. 
J. H. Lloyd Owen (A). QS, Edward S. Rose 
& Cooper, Leicester: +Sherriff & Co. (1943), 
Ltd., Barkby-la., Leicester, £1,356,656 (includ- 
ing r.c. framework of larger buildings to be 
constructed by John Laing & Son, Lid. 
£264,000). 

Leeds.—New factory at Elland-rd., for Jack- 
son Boilers, Ltd. *Robert R. Roberts (Leeds), 
Ltd., 122, Lower Wortley-rd., Leeds. £171,166. 

Liverpool.—8 ecleven-storey blocks of flats at 
Southdene, Kirkby, for TC. *Unit Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, Liverpool. 
£1,491,780. 

Liverpool. 


dwellings anq 


to Liverpool College 
of Art for tMorrison & Sons. Ltd.. 
Grange-terr.. Liverpool, 15, £135,136.—Second 
instalment of F. L. Calder College of Domestic 


Extension 


Science at * Dowsefield.’ {H. Brookfield & 
Sons, Ltd., 23, Mayfield-rd., Liverpool, 19, 
£61,585. 
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(Air Ministry).— New works con- 


ee oe of £500 or over for week ended 


va 
tracts 10 


9:— 

ach? work: Lichfield, Staffs. Sandy and 
Artifice’ th Walls, Staffotd ; Melksham and 
+ bury, Wilts, and Andover, Hants., Dudley 
Coles Lid. (three contracts), Bath-st., Plymouth ; 
e ie Bromwich, Staffs., Perry and Williamson, 
oo 148, St. Marks-rd., Wolverhampton. Civil 
Le ering Alconbury, Hants., Jack Branch, 
Water Beach, Cambridge. Repairs to hangar 

fs; Bicester, Oxon., Brock Roofing, Ltd., 

Gerion-chDTS., & 5, Station-rd., Watford. 
vabilitation of hangars: Burtonwood, Lancs., 
F, Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool, 
Lancs. : ‘ 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
ty North-Eastern Region:—7 cottages—provi- 
gon of scullery, bathroom, etc., Alnwick, R. & 
G, Brown (Amble), Ltd., Amble. 

‘London (British Railways).—Contracts 
placed by London Midland Region :— 

“Smith & Allcock, Ltd., 471, Chester-rd., Old 
Trafford, Manchester, 16, for improved ameni- 
fies, workshop and stores, Weaste Junction.— 
L Fairclough, Ltd., 3, Chapel-st., Adlington, 
lancs., for reconstruction of Bridge No. 45. 
Howe Bridge at Eccles, Tyldesley and Wigan 
lin.—Renovators (Provincial), Ltd., 353, 
Chester-rd., Cornbrook, Manchester, 16, for 
jump sum contract, labour only, cleaning and 
painting, goods depot, Coventry.—Leonard 
Fairclough, Ltd., Gordon House-rd., NWS, for 
reconstruction to drainage system in up and 
down cesses. 61 m. 943 yds. to 61 m. 1,574 
yds. _Roade-Northampton.—A, Cameron, Ltd., 
Hamiton-hse., 839-841, London-rd., North 
Cheam, Sutton, Surrey, for lump sum contract, 
hour only, cleaning and painting. Manches- 
te, District bridges. Manchester-Bolton line 
and Manchester Exchange-Liverpool Lime-st. 
fne—A. Cameron, Ltd., Hamilton-hse., 839- 
841, London-rd., North Cheam, Sutton, Sur- 
rey, for lump sum contract, labour only, clean- 
ing and painting bridges, Manchester loop line. 
—Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Clarence-st., 
Wolverhampton, for amenities for enginemen 
at Salley motive power depot, Birmingham.— 
§ddon (Stoke), Ltd., 55, Duke-st., Fenton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, for lump sum contract, labour 
only, cleaning and painting platforms 12-17 
Victoria passenger station, Manchester.—A. J. 
Binns, Ltd., 99-107, St. Paul’s-rd., Ni, 1957 
fencing programme, Derby South  district.— 
Durafencing (Northern), Ltd., 26, Wellington- 
rd, Eccles, Manchester, 1957 fencing pro- 
gramme. Blackburn District and Manchester 
Distric.—J. B. Corrie & Co., Ltd., 29, Crom- 
well-rd., South Kensington, SW7. 1957 fenc- 
ing programme. Northampton District. 

London CC.—Improvements and repairs to 
Crawford county prim. sch., Peckham. a: 
Scherrer & Hicks (F/F), 19, Cavendish-sq., W1. 
Tenders allow for fluctuations either in rates 
of wages and costs of materials (basis A) or in 
rates Of wages only (basis B):— 


Basis. 

Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd. A £49,294 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd. .. cat. ae 49,108 
Wiliam Mills & Sons (Builders 

and Contractors), Ltd. cat i 46,547 
Siggs & Chapman, Ltd., Croydon A 45,480 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lam- 

eth “ a ae a ee 45,065 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., 

Fulham .. sic aa -.’ 43,744 
*Courtney & Fairbairn, Ltd, fA 43,449 

Camberwell (on basis B) 43,695 


Architects’ comparable estimate is £45,025 
on basis B. 

London CC.—Major repairs, redecoration 
and minor improvements at Park Walk county 
prim. sch., Chelsea. On basis A the contract 
would allow for fluctuations in rates of wages 
and costs of materials, and on basis B for fluc- 
tuations in rates of wages only:— | 

Basis. 


William Blood, Ltd., Lambeth .. A £20,162 
R. Dixon & Sons, Chelsea ae 19,079 
Heath Estates (Builders), Ltd., 

Bermondsey fg a ae 18,762 
S. C. Grover, Ltd., West Ham A 17,802 
Norman Wright (Builders), Ltd., fA 16,405 

Croydon es - os Ue 16,580 
*E. Satterthwaite, Ltd., Lambeth A 16,354 


Architect’s comparable estimate on basis A 


1s £16,502 
London CC.—Additional classrooms at 


Alexander McLeod county prim. sch., Wool- 


wich East. Tenders allow for fluctuations 
either in rates of wages and costs of materials 
(basis A), or in rates of wages only (basis B):— 
Basis. 
William Mills & Sons (Builders 
and Contractors), Ltd., Wool- 


wich xa ay a «. Ke E£FESIG 
William Blood, Ltd., Lambeth... A 16,650 
O. H. Groves & Co., Ltd., Ber- 

mondsey me “a cas ee 16,448 
George Green (Beckenham), Ltd., 

Beckenham, Kent 7 ee 16,338 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lam- 

beth a aa "ie ce 16,003 
J. A. -Proctor, Ltd., Woolwich... B 15,826 
John Harrison (London), Ltd., 

Camberwell a aa a ON 15,760 
*Grant & Partners, Ltd., Fins- 

bury .< ~~ we ea 15,160 

Architect’s comparable estimate on basis B 


is £16,050. 

London CC.—New assembly hall at West- 
minster technical college. Tenders allow for 
fluctuations in rates of wages and _ cost 
of materials. A: Goodhart-Rendel & Ptnrs. 
(F/F), 22, Whitehall, SW1:— 


C. H. Gibson, Ltd., Croydon .. .. £54,523 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- 

upon-Thames, Surrey .. ee es 53,696 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westmin- 

ster me 3 ns as .. 50,991 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Westmin- 

ster nF as ae aa .. 50,948 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Lambeth .. 50,210 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham .. 49,580 
Griggs & Co., Ltd., Westminster 49,565 


*The Demolition and Construction Co., 
Ltd., Westminster a ni ++ 48,876 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £46,440. 
London EC.—For the rebuilding of premises 
for the ‘ House of Cope,’ the turf accountants, 
on a site on the corner of New Bridge-st. with 
Bride-la., EC4 (Shingler & Risdon, ARIBA, 
47, Bedford-row, WCl, architects): *John 
Mowlem and Co., Ltd., Ebury Bridge-rd., SW. 
{London (MOW).—Contracts placed for 
week ending March 22:— 
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Berkshire: Boundary Hall Hostel, Alder- 
maston, erection of further block, E. 
Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wiltshire. Hert- 
fordshire: Building Research Station, Garston, 
nr. Watford, erection of storage building, Chas. 
Brightman & Sons, Ltd., Ebury-rd., Watford. 
Kent: Immigration Hall, Dover Marine 
Station, additional office accommodation, C. 
Jenner & Son, Ltd., 166-167, Snargate-st., 
Dover; Post Office, 27, Broadwater Down, Tun- 
bridge Wells, adaptations to form office accom- 
modation, C. Crates & Sons, 82, Grosvenor- 
rd., Tunbridge Wells. Lanarkshire: Post 
Office and Branch Post Office, Pearce-la., 
Govan, Glasgow, erection, Robert London, 
Ltd., 45, Haggs-rd., Glasgow, Sl. __Leicester- 
shire: Grace-rd., Aylestone, erection of auto- 
matic telephone exchange, Edwin Fox & Co., 
Ltd., 6, Evington-st., Leicester. Middlesex: 
Public Record Office, Bourne-av., Hayes, erec- 
tion of film storage, Spiers, Ltd., 66, Victoria- 
st... SW1. Nottinghamshire: Hucknall new 
telephone exchange, Progressive Builders, Ltd., 
Lowater-st., Carlton Hill, Notts. Surrey: 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
Weybridge, extension to ‘A’ Block and con- 
struction of small animals’ building, E. Clarke 
& Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., Addlestone, Surrey ; 
Postal Sorting Office and Garage, Station-rd. 
and Belmont-rd., Leatherhead, alterations and 
extensions, W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., 19-23, 
High-st., Kingston-on-Thames. 

€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed in week ended March 22:—Devon: Mis- 
cellaneous, F. Pollard, Honiton; Essex: Build- 
ing, Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., London. 
Hampshire: Building, E. J. Logan (Putney), 
Ltd., London. Lanarkshire: Building, Stuart 
Partners (Giffnock), Ltd., Glasgow. Surrey: 
Building, Herbert Pool, Ltd., Fleet ; The Univer- 
sal Housing Co., Ltd., Rickmansworth. 

Manchester.—Foundations and sub-structure 
of new Courts of Law for City C. *Robert 
Carlyle & Co., Ltd. 

Manchester.—New dyehouse and laboratory 
at Clipstone-st., Clayton, for Clayton Analine 
Co, Ei * & W. Smith (Builders), Ltd., 
Hyde-gr., Manchester. 

Matlock.—Extensions 
Hosiery Mills, Ltd. 
Ltd., Matlock. 

North-East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—New boilerhouse at Metropolitan Hos- 
pital. Regional A: W. G. Plant (A), 3 Queen 
Anne-st., W1: *Soar & Co., Ltd., £14,394. 

Northfleet—17 bungalows and 16 flats, 
Painters Ash estate, for UDC. E&S: N. Gill, 
MIMunE. QS: G. E. Clay & Partners, 198. 
Parrock-st.. Gravesend. Peak Construction Co.. 
Ltd., Knight-rd., Strood, Rochester, Kent. 
£36,643. *Nerth Kent Construction Co., Ltd.. 
trading as David Jones, White Hart-rd., Orp- 
ington, Kent £34,136. 

Nottingham.—New Daybrook Vale sch., for 
TC. _*Progressive Builders, Ltd., Nottingham. 
£147,789, 

Notts.—New winding house at Hucknall 
Colliery, for NCB. *W. J. Simms, Sons & 
Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham. 

Portsmouth.—20 flats and maisonettes, Cos- 
ham; 90 houses, Leigh Park. City A: Frank 
Mellor (F), 1, Western-parade. tJ. C. Nicholls. 
Lid., Court-la., Cosham, Portsmouth. £30.450 
and £113,310. 

Ripley.—22 houses at Woodside Farm estate, 
for UDC. S: H. Hillier, BEng., MIMunE., 
MRSH :—W. Wright, Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
£38,872. George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 
£35,674. G. Shipman & Son, Ltd., Riddings. 
£34,584. Ripleys, Ltd., Ripley, £33,340. C. H. 
Clarke & Son (Eastwood), Ltd., Eastwood, 
£33,164. Williamson & Poole, Langley Mill, 
£32,948. Arthur Sheldon & Sons, Ltd., Ilkeston, 
£32,277. H. Stirland, Kimberley, £31,879. 
H. S. Bye, Ltd., Lower Kilburn, £31.431. Harris 
Bros. (Marehay), Ltd., Marehay, £30,934. 
Brailsford & Pigott (Builders), Ltd., Notting- 
ham, £30,912. *J. & W. Fleet, Mansfield, 
£30,571. 

Ripley.—20 houses at Woodside Farm estate, 
for UDC:—W. Wright, Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
£29,912. G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£28.455. G. Shipman & Son, Ltd., Riddings, 
£26,886. Ripleys, Ltd., Ripley, £26,832. C. H. 
Clarke & Son (Eastwood), Ltd., Eastwood, 


to factory, for Tor 
*J. W. Wildgoose & Sons, 


£26,022. Williamson & Poole, Langley Mill, 
£25,891. J. Moorhouse, Loscoe, £25,717. A. 
Sheldon & Sons, Ltd.. Ilkeston, £25,374. H. 


Stirland, Kimberley, £25,029. Harris Bros. 
(Marehay), Ltd., Marehay. £24,917. H. S. Bye. 
Ltd., Lower Kilburn, £24,251. Brailsford & 
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Pigott (Builders), Ltd., Nottingham, £24,116. 
*J. & W. Fleet, Mansfield, £23,868. 












































St. Helens.—100 dwellings at Derbyshire Hill 
estate, for TC. *Gregory Construction (North 
Western), Ltd., Hope-st., Liverpool. 

Salford.—Eight shops, eight maisonettes and 
eight flats at Rigby-st. for TC. {Unit Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., £48,820. 
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rd., North Shields. £15,090 (subject to Minisin 
approval). ” 

Wanstead and Woodford.—37 flats and es 
garages, Cross-rd., Woodford Bridge, fo; i 
A: Tooley & Foster (F/A), Midland Bani 
chmbrs., Buckhurst Hill. QS: Thurgood, g, 













































































Salford.—New St. Lawrence sec. mod. sch. vas bee ak ‘ a Pom ve Lid 
for Proposers. A: William Ellis (F), Barclay’s Ginele Moric A en od Ltd. £77 £53. ol 
Bank-bldgs., St. Helens. {John Dickinson & ee Re Rae Tn es Bu 
Co., Ltd., Bolton, £156,100 ra ndony, Lid,’ £75,650; Hommeot at 
5 fe ’ Jabs ondon), Ltd., 650; Hz iy 
Salford.—Extension and modernisation of Ltd., £75,595: Thomas ae Se - 
operating theatre unit at Hope Hospital, for £75,500; P. G. Evans & Son, Ltd £75.49) 
Manchester Regional Hospital Board. *Frank  Jenners (Builders), Ltd., £74,865: +H Wes 
Marsland, 7, Bullock-st., Stockport. £58,226. (Builders), Ltd., ‘ Bridge Yard,’ Southent 
Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.— Arterial-rd., Gidea Park, Romford, Sain 
Contracts placed for — i (all trades) £71,373; William J. Jerram, Ltd., £71,170. 
February 20 to March 20, 1957:— : West Bromwich.—Reconstruction of wo; Vol. C. 
oer Mink Gee — eg ee ~— lube Work 
land), Ltd.,, Dundee. _Garskeoch, Patna, 40 rd... eiasieahaas se +S peas 
Weir: *Weir Housing Corpn., Ltd., Calder-st., Wigan.—101 houses at Marsh Green, for 1 THE 
Coatbridge. *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, Walkder nucl 
Sheffield.—Alterations and extensions to out- Lancs. £135,895. ; and 
° " patients’ and casualty department at Derby- Wolverhampton.—6 shops with maisoneit: tion 
Yorkshire . Derbyshire shire Children’s Hospital, Derby, and to 15, over at Moreton estate, for TC. *A. Poole ¢ 
North-st., Derby, for Regional Hospital Board, Son, Skinner-st., Wolverhampton. £21,102, has: 
* * *Morleys Builders, ‘Ltd., Exeter-st., Derby. Woolwich.—46_ dwellings at Kingsman-s INVE: 
Lincolnshire or £13,379. and St. Mary-st. for MBC. Boro’ E&S: Wi likel 
° e Stockport.—8 aged persons’ dwellings at Gimson, OBE, MlmstCE. {Direct laboy: leve 
Nottinghamshire gpg oni a *~ ee a ay i wauatay to any amendments required rte 
3 at Browning-rd., Reddish. . i. Hardy. Vy &LG. asi 
JOIN THE 9, Corbar-rd., Mile End, Stockport. £28,689.—- Worksop.—New sec. mod. sch. at Worksop tran 
- i at Pigg oe em nega so Mi for Notts CC. *W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke likel 
- - D E RATI Gj N £33,494.—Adaptations at Mount Tabor Metho- ddbaninsceatesites * Ec 
dist Church to provide office accommodation ABSE 
and adaptations at Mount _~ ——. r righ 
Potterton & Son, Church-rd., Cheadle Hulme. . * j 
£11,854. quicker drying out in 
cig ecg bed ambulance depot at seal li For 
den, for TC. Plans by Boro’ E, 16, Northum- TUE 
berland-sq., North Shields, | QS: Falconer & so eariier me, 
rentice, a, Northumberland-sq., ort H H ane 
b U j L D E R S Shields, *R. Jordan, Back Queen Alexandra- Plastering with for 
BRANCHES ESTABLISHED IN MANY —— ee as 
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ee P 
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